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US SECRETARY OF Defense 
William Cohen, yesterday, 
expressed solemn sadness over 
the late King Hussein's death, 
re i rerated full US support for 
Jordan and said that he had been 
campaigning for Arab aid on the 
Kingdom’s behalf. 

U I have also, during my visit 
through all the Gulf states 
expressed our support for 
Jordan, and expressed the hope 
that other countries in the 
region would also be able to 
contribute to the economic sup- 
port of Jordan," said Cohen at a 
press conference minutes before 
flying off to Cairo. 

"I've been very encouraged 
with the response that I received 
by the GulF states. They seem to 
have a great deal of affection 
and admiration and have indicat- 
ed that they also share the belief 
that stability and economic 
progress here in Jordan. is going 
to be important.'' 

The US official told reporters 
at Marka airport after a brief 
meeting and a lunch In 
Rhaghdan palace with His 
Majesty the King, that “I stopped 
here to pay my respects to King 
Abdullah and to share my grief 
of the loss orKIng Hussein who 
was p great leader.., I also indi- 
cated to King Abdullah that the 
United States stands firmly 
beside Jordan.” 

In addition, Cohen had "a fair- 
ly extended conversation over 
lunch about security arrange- 
ments in the region. Wb cooper- 
ate very closely with Jordan and 
we think it is an important secu- 
.rity relationship.’’ 

Cohen said that the 300 mil- 
lion dollars that President Bill 
Clinton had proposed is still at 
Congress. 

But according to Age nee 
France Presse “a U.S military 
team had preceded Cohen to 
discuss a proposed S230 million 
boost in military aid over the 
next three years quoting an 
official who asked not to be 
. named. 

The official also .told the 
agency that "the focus Is on its 
ground forces," adding that the 
'goal behind the aid is "to make 
the Jordanian Army more mobile 
and increase Its ability to deal 
'with threats along its borders 
with Iraq and Syria." 

An official who refused to be 
■ named, tpld the Associated 
Pre?s thetjthe Jewish state has 
exprc&Kl subport for a plah to 


offer to supply Jordan with TOW- 
2 Dragon anti-tank weapons, 
modem all-terrain vehicles and 
night-vision equipment that the 
Jewish State backs up.” 

In the fifteen minute press 
conference, Cohen also 
announced that "the UN lias 
filed a report saying that Saddam 
Hussein has stored S275 million 
worth of medical supplies and 
medicines in warehouses and 
that they are not being distrib- 
uted to the Iraqi people." 

Answering a Question about 
the United States stand on the 
Middle East Peace process, 
Cohen said "it is something that 
the United States is committed 
to.” He continued to comment 
on Jordanian and foreign press 
reports claiming the U.S sup- 
ports splitting Iraq into canton 
states describing the reports as 
"false and without foundation. 1 ' 

"We are not supporting any 
concept of federation and we 
support the continued territorial 
Integrity of Iraq." 


Meanwhile, in a break with 
tradition that some see as a 
political snub, Cohen has no 
plans to meet with Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
during a visit to Israel this week, 
US and Israeli officials said 
Wednesday. 

Cohen, who Is due in Israel 
Thursday as part of a regional 
tour, "has not requested a meet- 


ing with Netanyahu and the 
other side did not request a 
meeting either," a US official told 
AFP on condition of anonymity. 

"At this point it does not look 
like there will be a meeting," he 
said. 

The official acknowledged 
diat an encounter with the 
prime minister would in the past 
have been routine for a US 
defense secretary given the 
importance of US military aid 
and ties in relations with Israel. 

“I concede this is unusual," he 
said, noting that Cohen had met 
with the political leaders of six 
Arab states during his current 
tour. 

During his 24-hour visit to 
Israel Thursday and Friday, 
Cohen is only scheduled to see 
Israel's new defense minister, 
Moshe Arens, and other defense 
olficials. 

Israeli commentators were 
quick to see the omission of 
Netanyahu from Cohen’s agenda 
as a pointed message barely two 
months before Israeli general 
elections in which the prime 
minister and his right-wing 
Likud movement face a tough 
challenge from mdre dovish 
opponents. 

"Coheri was sent to Israel to 
remind us that the doors in 
Washington are closed, but not 
locked," said Akiva Eldar, a polit- 
ical analyst for the Haaretz news- 
paper. 

"Israeli voters now have the 


power to decide if these doors 
are going to reopen for our lead- 
ers," he said. 

Officials in the administration 
of President Bill Clinton have 
barely hidden their frustration 
wirh Netanyahu over his suspen- 
sion in December of the US-bro- 
kered Wye River peace accord 
with the Palestinians. 

Under pressure from hardlin- 
ers in his government, 
Netanyahu suspended further 
West Bank withdrawals required 
by the accord, citing what lie 
said were Palestinian violations 
of the land-for-security deal. 

But US officials countered that 
the Palestinians are for the most 
part complying with the agree- 
ment, hinting Netanyahu had 
frozen the deal to avoid alienat- 
ing right-wing voters in the May 
polls. 


support in Cu lf 

Earlier Wednesday Cohen had 
put on a brave face at the end of 
a Gulf tour despite a lack or open 
support from Washington's 
regional allies for the US-led air 
strikes on Iraq. 

“I am satisfied we have the 
support of all the Gulf states 
induding Qatar for our policies," 
Cohen told reporters before 
heading off for Jordan and Egypt 
after talks with Kuwait's emir, 
Sheik JaberAl Ahmad A1 Sabah. 

But even Kuwait's defense 
minister felled to show up at a 


joint press conference telling his 
US counterpart he had to attend 
a cabinet meeting. 

"There had been no expres- 
sion of dissent or questions 
about our need to protect our 
pilots," Cohen told reporters 
when asked if Gulf leaders had 
expressed any reservations 
about the near daily air strikes 
against Iraq. 

’Tm satisfied that we have the 
support of all Gulf states,” he 
said. “1 am satisfied that there is 
no state that would ever recom- 
mend that the US and British 
friends place our pilots in jeop- 
ardy" in the no-fly zones of 
northern and southern Iraq. 

Cohen said that in his private 
talks in Doha, which on TUesday 
bluntly called for a halt to the 
almost daily attacks on Iraq, 
Qatari leaders "fully supported 
US policy in the region." 

He dismissed French calls for a 
diplomatic solution to the Iraq 
crisis. "This is no time to ease up 
on Iraq," he insisted. "We must 
insist on frill compliance wirh UN 
resolutions." 

Stressing the key US role In 
the defense of the Gulf oil 
monarchies, Cohen announced 
as on previous stops that the 
United States would offer 
Kuwait early-warning intelli- 
gence on missile launches in Iraq 
and Iran. 

Kuwait has “already budgeted 
money" for a program to detect 
and defend against chemical and 



biological weapons', he said, 
adding that a hodine was to be 
set up between the Us' and 
Kuwaiti defense ministers. ' , 
Meanwhile, the press repott- 
ed that rhe government: bps 
frozen a purchase of 48 US-rotide 
Palladia . Howitzers worth $436 
million which the Kuvyaltl parlia- 
ment has objected to as too 
costly and unsuited to the Coun- 
try's needs. 

Cohen said Kuwait had not 
informed him of any freeze and 
said their choice or die Palladin 
over its competitors was "the 
right decision." 

At every stopover, Cohen justi- 
fied the air strikes on Iraq as acts 
of self defense and vowed they 
will continue until Baghdad 
stops tiying to shoot down US 
and British planes. 

He said Washington would 
work gradually towards a change 
of leadership In Iraq. "We 
believe the Iraqi people will not 
enjoy the privilege of peace and 
stability until such time as there 
is a change of leadership," he 
said. 

In visits to Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Oman, the Unired Arab 
Emirates and Qatar, he empha- 
sized what he termed a growing 
missiles threat, particularly from 
Iran. 

And Cohen told Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia he would recom- 
mend they be sold AMRAAMs, 
the sophisticated "fire and for- 
get" air-to-air missiles that until 
recently were reserved only for 
NATO allies. * 

But the response from Cull 
leaders to all of this was either a 
discreet silence on the Issue of 
Iraq or frank criticism of the m 
strikes. ■ 

Senior Pentagon officials said 
Cohen encountered no criticism 
or the US air strikes or Its policy 
of containing Iraq .where It mat- 
ters most - in Saudi Arabia aw 
Bahrain, countries that host US 
'forces. ■ ‘ . ■ ' 

But neither lyere there open ; 
expressions of support- In • 
United Arab fink** “ 
strikes', were not raised ip M. 
meeting with .Cotap; 

government was opppaav'J t ■ 
diem, a UAE official told y . ; 
In Qatar. Fprelgn 

Sheik Hamad -Ban JasdmWl 
JabrAIThanlsald.he unde ptow 
the us-posltlon. Then he sdMj, 
bluntly!’ Vile wHshjiot td see MJ < 


ISLAMIST HEADS 
LAWYERS UNION 

for first time 

EVER 





Citing Saraimh as reason 


TRC CHIEF RESIGNS 


DUETOTHE "nitroglycerine” like rela- 
nwship between them. 

Telecommunications Regulatory 


by AHMED NASER 

Technology Correspondent 


Commission Director General Yousef Abu Jnmouse told The Arab Daily. 

.‘in Jamouse submitted his resignation Ironically, it was S.irair.ih who hired 
tin same Saturday morning that newly Abu Jamouse as director of the 

jppointed Minister of Telecommunications Rest met uring 

Telecommunications Jamal Sarnirnh Program and then as director ol 

'•illad in to ask for a brief on the sec- Jordan's regulator, 
w since he was last there in March of Moreover, the lack of TRC indepen- 
IW. deuce that Abu Jnmouse complains 

The current volatile relationship from is provided for by the 1995 

ktween Abu Jamouse and Sarairah has Telecommunications Act. which was 

nothing to do with Ali Shukri, JTC or legislated in Sarairali’s first term, 

filling eke. The minister blames me Meanwhile, if Abujamouse's resigna- 

'ur the failure of the strategic partner tion is accepted, lie leaves behind him 
■-■ption." " a legacy or obstacles that have slowed 

This revelation _ ^ die TRC's path towards 


"rorally crazy" or the government gives 
them notice 10-years ahead of the end 
of the 25-years, he notes. 

This would mean that n strategic 
partner would have a presence in 
Jordan for the next 50-years at least. 

"Personally. I cannot see 25-years 
ahead and I challenge anyone who 
can," he dares. 


And unlike what champions of the 
strategic partner process say, according 
ro Abu Jamouse. the World Bank was all 
for the idea of another telecoms carrict 
in Jordan, which would compete with 
Iordan Telecom. 

"The World Hank welcomed the idea 
ol competition," says Abu Jamouse. but 
he points out “they asked that the gov- 


ernment review their strategy 
come up with a new policy." 

Last July, Trans Jordan 
Communications Services was ri 
tered at the Ministry of Coinmeice 
a process that would license it a 
intern, nil Miiil and narional c.iirier 
drafted by the TRC. 

(Go to j»,i] 


This revelation 
rtmes after an ' 
uplosive resignation 
ty Jordan Telecom's 
diairman, Ali Shukri, 
to week launched 
wh a fiery stare- 
toflU protesting 
Sarairah's interfer- 
tnce In Jordan 
Tdwom's affairs. 

Jamouse 
topes that his letter 
he accepted by 
Je TOCs board. In 
letter he says 
*** he resigned for 
IWo reasons: the 
w'daer-s [nterfer- 



‘The minister 


mterrer- . but ' 

•wit blames me for 


indepen. 

*?». which i, pro. U.CJUIIMIC UJ JorianTMecom's license 
Wrtf wby , hel995 which was drafted ove 

^ratmimications the StTQtCglC jo times durini 
L, , . . Saralfah's list term, j 

partner option omon* the mo*™*,- 

T?** 6 expects the V " — — versial Issues of Jordan 


becoming the country's 
regulator, in addition to 
policies that were left 
uniiiiplementcd after 
passing through at least 
three cabinets. 

Abu Jamouse and 
Sarairah have never seen 
cyc-tn-cye on the issue of 
privatization. "I was 
against the strategic part-' 
ncr option from the start. 
I do want privatization 
100 percent, all the way, 
whether It’s through an 
IPO or the strategic part- 
ner," Abu Jamouse adds 
but "on what condi 


According to ' Abu 


the failure of ft Z 


lor by the 1995 .« . . . which 

Communications the StTOteglC * 


^ no ' lse expects 
•““to til have 


versial Issues of Jordan 
Telecom's upcoming fixed telephony 


Ul nis resignation. In 1996, license. 

Ent lfle TR C board of directors "The license term Is for 25-yeaft and 
oto asked them to fire me, but is not' revocable,” he says. That is, 
} n °ne of them Would have it," unlesVjOrdan Telecopi doe$ sometliing 



EU REJECTS ISRAELI 


,J SOVEREIGNTY ONJERUSAim 




ARMOUTI ELECTED PRESIDENT 
OF BAR ASSOCIATION 


FOR THE FIRST TIME in the liis- " ' h maced cuj 

tory of the Bar Association, an Oy IMflScR SrH 

Ulamist, Saleh Al Armouti, won Nasraween said . 

TJfr ? VOt , eS The first two to impl 

against 845 for h,s nval ,n the the all d ' 

second round Marwan Hussein Jawad You|les and v 
Tlte victory came despite an ^ Hadi 


fey MASER SHADID WO A l lSemd U % Ul ^Trillion expressing Ids support or “all Armouti critidad *. 

Nasraween said some of his supporters decided ^ ec ‘ lons ' and on| V by 12 ,n the national powers, Hiabollah governments for ft*. 

Nasraween said. not t0 vore h t|le semnd l99s - and the children or stones," cepted stands as regain 

The first two to implement Armouti started his first term referring to the children who and Sudan and 

jawad TLs 8 Tn7 n vJeed "We have been preparing for as head of the association after threw stones during the **nd [in me trench «, , 
Abdul Hadi who thanked the this day for eight months, and tw0 consequent failures, by Intifada in the Palestinian terri- ™ m beis of the syndicate^ 


UAlLI -MARCH 13 , 

WATER authority 

SETS EMERGENCY 
PLAN FOR SUMMER 


alleged plot to undermine him Ceneia] Assembly for their " ow he l Abu Arkoub| quits,” thanking all his colleagues, and tories. 

by the other candidates com- democratic attitude and behav- said an membet of the candi- Kv&iERKS-.i' 

pined, along with the former j date’s campaign, who declined ' ".UEfl 


from differences in ideoJoji 


bined, along with the former 
head of the association, who 
didn't run. 


or. date’s campaign, who declined 

Commotion started when t0 be named, before leaving the 


n *u ' J r L ' . Hussein Mjalli. the former Head place. 

- y . f. en ? the ? rsC rou " d of Association, who did run this Responding to reactions 
hL» . ' A "l? 0 oin r term ’ ,ried t0 convince Ahmad against his interference, Mjalli 

highest score of 947 but he A bu Arkoub tn follow in his col- went up the stage and said “if 

failed o obtain the 51 percent | eagues . footsteps and quit in it was not fur ns, whoever 

majority needed to setde the suonnrt nf HusJin ,? , , ' 

vote According to the su ^ ort 01 Husseln would reinforce democracy? 

A»oclaci77aT this called for J voters c st u arted , 8 Suggesting that Armouti, an 
another roundT" li" "' ■*"* h no. democratic. 




another round. 

Tlie expected move i 


whicli prompted some of Abu 
the Arkoub’s supporters to take a 





After the announcement of 

part of the other candidates, stand against their man’s with- r eSJ ' tS ' 9 I 

who represent national and drawai, which turned from vet- ! - d 7 ed ,’ sald hat I 
pan-Arab .. movements, took bal clashes to pushing and [he interference on the part of ■ 

place as they gathered in a cor- physical contact. Consequently, “ Ja "' during the elections ■ 

net of the halt and negotiated the police interfered to split played a reversed role ' 3 

the withdrawal of all to the between the opponents. " Not P°P ular himself, due to ■ 

interest of Marwan Al Hussein, Abu Arkoub conceded to his bod performance as chief of H 
who gained 392 votes, and pressures and decided to quit dle s y ndicate . Mjalli's game H 

ranked second after Armouti, on the field, but denied there resulted in hundreds of H 

according to Ali Nasraween, a had been any conspiracy Hussein's defecting to the other |8 

supporter of Hussein against the Islamist candidate. side. j|l 

"it Is a tradition of the candi- "Never," lie protested, "there "This explains the wide dif- i '] 
tlates of the National Power to lias been no agreement whatso- ference between the final votes 

puli out so their colleague of ever. I am totally convinced of In favor of Armouti and those of - ;i 

the highest votes could have a pulling nut," he told The Arab his opponent," said the lawyer, 

better chance of winning," Daily, admitting that Ills move Last elections, Mjalli won 



amrm , 

A lawyer voting at the Bar Association elections yesterday 


NEW EVIDENCE IN THE RABIAH 
AND SHMEISANI MURDERS 



ajiecmuil* will lake pUcaloramheu well* in m»»ln'Ufnein*rj< oy Source The MauoKilagl»l Ddpenmeni of Ionian I 

wiih ihe dlilrlbullon line* of newruiki. 

wJimm : — . 

JHEWATERAND IRRIGATION summer." said Jaser Rabadi, affect th * ““"'ftom "’the could'TJve 'tire "existing 
Ministry has formulated a Assistant Director-General, ways. P _,, ffiri . nr wa ter shortages, but the 

fclaBed emersency plan of the Department of ^ er ° c rnps which project needs over US 1600 


Responsible Chief editor 


Israel's intransigence vis-S-vis the implementation of P ea “ 
accords with the Palestinians has long been encouraged by a US 
passive role as witness, signatory and sponsor thereof. But US 
Defense Secretary's message to the Israelis on Friday may indi- 
cate a divorce fi-om a trend we never got used to since the 
Declaration of Principles was signed in 1993. 

Secretary Cohen told the lsraells-and it was important that he 
did so in Tel Aviv, not Jerusalem- that the US additional aid of 
J1 2 million would be forthcoming only once all die Israeli pull- 
outs from the occupied Palestinian territories have been carried 

out In accordance with ihe Wye agreement, 

US testimony to the fact that the Palestinians are in cmphance 
with the Wye accord has not been enough leverage ro make the 
Israeli government abide by its own widely demanded principle 
of reciprocity, not enough to make the PNA feel compensated for 
its principled unilateral commitment to us part of the deal. 

The passive stance of the American partner to the deal let the 
time frame for the implementation of the Wye agreement 
become a victim for Israeli internal struggle for power, though it 
was an international contractual deal binding to the state ot 
Israel regardless of thegovemment in power. 

As a result, the deadline sot for the conclusion of the Oslo 
peace process on May 4th, 1999 became a victim of US passivi- 
ty forcing the Palestinians to choose between two options: 
either to declare their state unilaterally or face a doubtful future 
promising an indifinite Israeli occupation. 

The US administration can make a difference, now, when the 
time factor has become vitally decisive, not only for a break- 
through in the deadlocked peace process on the Palestiman- 
Israeli track but for sustaining tlie process regionally. 

US passive foreign policy vis-a-vis Israel has long been negat- 
ing positive US initiatives towards a balanced though not fair- 
solution for Palestinian woes. To build on Secretary Cohen 5 link- 
age between aid and an Israeli implementation of signed 
accords is only one way to salvage the peace process before it is 
1 taken over by US elections next year, for then the present admin- 
istration would have lost an historidy rare opportunity for mak- 
ing peace in the Mideast and US positives would then be negat- 
l ed once more. 


Assistant Director-General, ways. Apart trom t shortages , but tlie 

of the Department of unavailability o si over us J6Q0 


anmtlSANI MURDERS M1NSTCR OF INFORMATION Nasser Lawzistat- 

,ed Friday that Jordan under the leadership of 

POLICE INVESTIGATIONS IN the Rabiah and back and got into a car accident," said the Abdullah Bin Al Hussein is seeking to 

Shmeisani murders revealed that the sister official. strengthen its excellent relations with the 

brethren Arab states, particularly Egypt, 


of notorious criminal Mohammed Al- H ] | iad t 0 carr y out t h e p| fln ^ t he endi j 


JORDANIAN PILGRIMS 
TO LEAVE TODAY 


based on 6 axis of action to Meteorology. dnn million and at least four 

combat an expected drought In the Spring of 1 998 r dur- ai e su er ng wa er , . years to complete. 

thlsSummeT. ing the period of April 10-17, will continue ^ hasized We neecl an immediate 

The plan of action includes an intense and prolonged affecte . Lmp a solution to the problem" 

digging and operating new heat wave affected the conn- Rabadi. Ministry said Rabadi however, adding 

wells as well as reactivating try with soaring tempera- Accor mg to e t h a t "we are linked to the 


"We need an immediate 
solution to the problem" 
said Rabadi however, adding 
that "we are linked to the 


THE FIRST GROUP of Arab Israeli Pilgrims arrived in MaklalW? 1 disfunction nal wells all over tures reaching 8.1 degrees of Water and skies as a main source of 


He confirmed that die Foreign Ministers of after a six-day stay in Al-Madina. Tlie second and last group 15 J the Kingdom, 


luuu.LuiLj, pa. u«.uiauy cgypL, i nil rllu l UKUUr Or ArflO Israeli rllgnms arnveu ill mom* --.m.^uumiui wens dll uvci lines ° . HpFiripncv from c . . 

Jaghamln, Sana, will stand to face the death love mv brother MnhammpH anH i c-nn’rcoo . H , e co ^ rmec * ^ lflt Foreign Ministers of after a six-day stay in Al-Madina. Tlie second and last group u the Kingdom. Celsius above seasonal aver- tistlcs.wa water and because of this 

penalty along with her brother who stands him die in front or mv eves and do nnriihw 1°^' ini P jj est,nian National Authority mid expected to arrive in Makkah Today. The Head of the Jofdjn In addition, the Zai age. working water sources ver y sad winter, It seems the 

srsa-jss 

xrrrt 

Kisswani. to carry out an escape attempt if attem PtWBS the secondary plan if the main JA«ilAWA*a» Preachers accompanying the Pilgrims are busy giving *o« tonsidenng connecting 5th 1998 with record break- su " er ' . d l0 belief that such ** 


"She confessed lately in front of the pros- ’ 

ecutor that she plotted with her brother « ^ . U . r ' 

Mohammed and his accomplice Abdullah 6 0,ncia ' B 
Kisswani, to carry out an escape attempt if a J teni P t was the * 


The official added that the escape 
attempt was the secondary plan if the main 


ng efforts to support Palestinians ahead of a 
scheduled visit to Washington by Palestinian 
Leader Yasser Arafat later this month. 


the" inain~ plan FklSTS »->««•• 

Mahmoud Obeidat and taking Judge Meanwhile, Jaghamin's father of tlie con- 

VhusefFFn'oury as a hostage, failed," said an victed criminal is In prison for his own pro- . WATER awarfnrsx protdau r,„ 

official at the Ministry of interior who asked tcction because the Families of the two Middle East Region conduded its meetings in 


Pil^s S ^s nia,nCen ° nCC aCtiVitieS Wre Perf ° ,0 and the authority Is in the Ghor Safi area on July ^adi refuted public 

Preachers accompanying the Pilgrims are busy giving detatol tonsidering connecting 5 th 1998 with record break- sufFer ! ‘ ' ed t0 belief that such weat er 

orientations about rituals of this devotional adoration. some private wells to the ing temperatures of 48.6 water shor g P phenomena are the res 


Conservation ofNature. 

Ahmad Al Rosan of the Royal Society said par- 
ticipants discussed a regional documentary film, 
financed by the American Information Agency 


Tlie first convoy of Jordanian pilgrims is due to depart f [ n etwod( 
Mnkkali today. . . I [Se e ij s 

Proper arrangements have been made for the full comtort i 
pilgrims including room and hotel reservations — Petra. | ti nn . 7! 


to remain unidentified. Wiled police officers, who died on Feb. 17, Washington Vtednesday with the participation 

"She is the main accomplice In tlie crime, are asking for "atwa," which is a visit by the of a Jordanian delegation of the W&ter and 

If she hadn’t supplied her brother with tlie representatives of the aggressor to the fam- lrr igation Ministry and the Royal Society for the 

7 mnTpIstol, the two police officers and ily of the victim in the hope of reaching an Conservation ofNature. 

Kisswani wouldn't have died," added die out-of-court settlement regarding the vie- . . Ahmad > ^ Rosat ] of the KM Society said par- 

official. tim's right tidpants discussed a regional documentary film, 

The scheme was that if the main nbn j. , ' , financed by the American Information Agency i 

faiied at the State Securii, Court, Sam,' For "atwa^nd he i s kept! jail for pmteo THE GENERAL SECRETARY of Ihe CnH IServireB^ ^ 

wouid drive behind the two police cars don on |v,» said the .« cia , ulariy sdiool students. Tanidom ro Ja l" a « sald that the Royal Designation high ligl 


CIVIL SERVICE 
BOARD EMPHASIZES 
ON 'JOB DESCRIPTION 


ulariy sdiool students. "Partidpants agreed to 


guarding the vehicle that was to transfer The wrd]a of tiw fabiah and Shmejsani set a program for students through the e-mail to 

her brother and his accomplice back to jail. mure|ers Wj]| . anilounced Mar , - . facilitate information about the orientational 

wait for them until they release themselves M h ■ . A| ,__ hnn , in 7. . P^Jects aimed at rationalizing water consump- 

front the chains and head towards Sana's „ an, ™ d A W a "»'n, Wsel Abedah, don in rt, tir houseSi » ^ a 3 ded . p 

awaiting car. Kayed Abu Markheyyeh and Sana’ Al- The awareness campaign alms to Inform the 


from the chains and head towards Saha’s ' ... ' J “r , ■ 

awaiting car. Kayed Abu Markheyyeh and Sana’ / 

. "According to eyewitnesses of the failed .i a Kbamin wjll stand before Judge Fa’oury, 
escape attempt a lady was driving behind ■"“■■ , *»***^^*»i***» 
the two police cars, She waited for a while, NOURA WAZAN 

bur when she heard the shooting, she drove . . GRIM& REPQRTEt 


adopting a clear policy for administrative developnfctf 

He added that the required reform Is to. be 
adopting decenlization, institutionalization and 


■jagnamin, waei /yjedan, tion in their houses," Rosan added. adopting decenlization, institutionalization anc levjiu^'jr ■ ucmeiy not 

arkheyyeh and Sana’ Al- The awareness campaign alms to inform the mance of governmental institutions on the batis of ot 1998, followet 

and before Judge Fa'qury. public of the best ways of rationalizing water He also stressed the necessity qf attracting ^nter this yeai 

consumption as a daily practice. trators and providing them with the necessary tralnfngc^^ bring about severe 

by NOURA WAZANI Another meeting will be 'held in Oslo next * He added that job description and classlficatlphsil^^ > shortages that we can 
CRIME REPORTER . J UM To discuss methods of financing training taken (n to consideration when reviewing the , j^j 

• — y ' .j programs by European agencies ~ Petra, hire of governmental institutions ^ Petra.-r | lhe U P C 


network. degrees Celsius, according the rest of the Kingdom with dimate change. For exam- 

1 (See list In separate box) to the Department's records, a water shortage that stands ple| he ass erted. that the dry 

Extreme weather condl- The Department has a at 1100 cubic meter per season in the Middle East on 

[■ taa ® which have prevailed in chart on which daily temper- hour, brlnglng total deficien- one hand: and the rainy sea- 

to Kingdom Since April of atures are registered, span- cy to 2700 cubic meters per Europe on the oth r 

>t year, will result in a nlng to the year 1923. hour ii°lroch^ee 

hwie shortage of drinking "To make the situation There relat , ed ° C ‘ 

[ « Irrigation water, unless worse," said Rabadi, "the mlsm howevenTheauhori Scientlfica y, c mate 

mESi* sESSSi HSs 

tvelopnxrt * d Mi f ical Department gon. rion shows hope the amount of 2700 the extreme weather Condi- ; 

• • . - j JM Ministry of Water and A simple calculation shows .nop ; h r wl .i Hnns that affect Jordan are a 

• 'hat the P eI ^ n K a JK e ' of: ^^ ^ 'obtalnid^from other iisult,of fluctuation and varl-'. 
adopting decenlization, institutloiialiMrion and ■ extremely hot sum- fall in the , Kingdom up . . _ . ; ability of weather and not of 

mance of governmental institutions on the "j 1998, foll °)»' d by a March 4th, '998, was apprai-. s . . t ■ reser voi ri ^1- theldlhiate.changephinom- 

He also stressed the necessllyqr attracting rompeW;,. T winter this year, will imately 39S( of the seasonal A large _ e non stressed. Rabadi, 

tralora and providing them with the necesrary training-- lxhg about severe Water average. > : ‘ Dlssy near Aqaba. Is a bless ..enon, sire - 

He »ririerirha t i n h Hrorri n rinn and'classlficatlpnsh**-,^ , shortages that we can hardlv Experts believe that these ing. w a « (n * to -be unveiled. 1 by KHALID DALAL 

j •**«> In the upcoming undesirable • ■ conditions , according to Rabadi.' ; — 
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US COMMITTED TO CLEARING 
LANDMINES IN KINGDOM 


TWO US OFFICIALS said that 
the United States will keep on 
backing Jordan in its endeavor 
to dear the landmine fields 
deployed across large areas of 
land In die Jordan Valley. The 
support will take the form of 
funds, training ofdemineis and 
heavy demining machinery, 
among others. 

"We are working closely with 
Jordan, and we will provide it 
with the necessary Rinds and 
tools for demining operations," 

. said Robert Beercroft, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
who was speaking at a 
Worldnet Dialogue, in which 
Journalists and experts from 
Jordan, Egypt and Pakistan took 
part 

According to the officials, 
Jordan will dedicate, from the 
1271.6 million of American aid, 
two million dollars for its ongo- 
ing demining operations. 

Since 1996, the United States 
government has provided 
almost four million dollars to 
Jordan for demining. 

"Wte know that Jordanian 
deminers have done most of 
the work In the Jordan Vailey, 
and we are able to sfiy now that 
Jordan's minefields will soon 
serve as a test pad for a new 
type of heavy demining machin- 
ery." 

Another Washington partici- 
pant in the dialogue was 
Ambassador Steinberg, Special 
Representative of the President 
and Secretary of State for 
Global Humanitarian Demining. 
Steinberg Is In Charge of 
Clinton's 'Demining 2010 
Initiate' designed to eliminate 
the threat of landmines which 
has resulted in 300,000 casual- 
ties, In addition to its Impact on 
development. 

Highlighting Jordan's capabil- 
ity of handling the problem, 
Brigadier General Nasser Majali, 
Head of the Armed Forces 
Engineering Corps, said the 
Jordan’s demining program Is 
run by army engineers who 
have cleared 100,000 mines 
since 1975, 65,000 or which 
were removed between 1993- 
1999. 

According to the military 


expert, the targets of Jordan's 
program, apart from protecting 
the civilians from the dangers 
of mines, have to do with peace 
and development. 

"Cleared minefields could be 
used for cultivation or con- 
struction purposes," Majali said 
adding that confidence will be 
enhanced as Jordan and Israel 
move beyond their conflict, fol- 
lowing the 1994 peace treaty 
both countries signed. 

The problem Jordan faces 
with uncleared landmines 
results in an average of five to 
ten landmine accidents annual- ' 
ly. according to the partici- 
pants. 


Although mines in Jordan are 
restricted to military-controlled 
areas along the borders with 
Israel arid Syria, floods have 
washed them away to be tread 
over by shepherds, villagers 
and army personnel. 

There are now 336 mine- 
fields containing 206,193 land 
mines to be dealt with. In addi- 
tion to army officers, 310 civil- 
ians are involved in the daily 
operations. These give help in 
engineering, medical services, 
communications and adminis- 
trations. 

Robert Beecroft said he will 
visit Jordan in May to discuss 
the country's need to sustain 
its efforts. 


Beecroft expressed his confi- 
dence in the ability of 
Jordanian's task forces to do 
the job, and further to be useful 
to other mine-afFected coun- 
tries. 

"We will also be working 
with the Jordanian government 
in an on-site demonstration of 
the capabilities of mine-sniffing 
dogs, which are an important 
option for detecting mines," 
said the American Official. 

According to Steinberg, 60- 
70 million anti-personnel mines 
are laid throughout the world, 
killing one person every 15 
minutes. 


by MAHMOUD AL-ABED 


LANDMINE CONFERENCE 


RflprMantatIves of more than 100 states, the Red Cross, U.N. agencies and non-governmental organisations 
met from September 1-19, 1998 In Oslo, Norway, to negotiate and conclude a treaty to ban anti-personnel landmines 

ESTIMATED NUU3ER OF LANDMINES AND THE WORST AFFECTED C0UNTRE8 IN EACH REGION 
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TURKISH DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 
SECURITT ENDS VISIT TO AMMAN 


Amman - Turkish Director of Public 
Security Najati Beljian and the accompany- 
ing delegation left Amman On Fridayafter 
a rhree day visit to the Kingdom. 

. Beljian and the accompanying delega- 
tion visited a number of public security 
units and expressed their admiration for 
the ftigli level which the Jordanian public 


security has reached by using up to date 
technology In the field of fighting crime. 

■ This visit comes as an embodiment for 
enhancing cooperation arid activating the 
signed agreements between the two coun- 
tries in the fields of police work, fighting 
organized crime and drugs and extradi- 
tion of criminals, Y ■ v '• 


The two sides also agreed on the need, 
for more meetings and exchange of dele- 
gations and experts in police and fighting 
crime fields. 

The delegation was seen off by 
Director of Public Security Lt. Gen 
Nasodh Muhlddin and other senior offi- 
cers —7 Petra., •' : i 


ART SELECTS P^traY 
CELEBRATE 'MOTHER'S 

tab Rndio and Television (ART) will mark 
broadcasting a live program on March 21st fo-Z JL 
City of Petra. The treasury site of Petra will be the 
scene of this special program named "Sit Al Habawlr* 
During the program, a contest will be held tos*ai 
of the Year 1999" from a number of partfdp^I 
foreign countries. The artist Dnraid Lahham sS 
Suo d Will take part in Sit Al Habayeb along with d** 
different countries. 1811 

Entertainment and dance will be performed 
participating countries to lighten up activity. 


U.S. TO REMIND ARAFAT THAT 
HE 'HAS A LOT MORE TO GAIN' 

i r NOT DECLARING A PALESTINIAN STATE ON MAY 4 

w . _ .... . . _ ..... ...... e 1.1 in it in line with what it is trying 


Acting Director or the Council of Organizing ten 
Sleiman Al Farajat. to discuss preparadons for the 


Head of the ART s team said," the program wotfttoztelhe denial came after the U.S, 

ly promote Petra, selected this year by ART because of th, " 

Tame and status among other tourist sites." 

He affirmed that Petra would add a special spirit tafe J<t 
gram and would make it more popular -i Petri ™ 
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"arab jiIIvip's' 


from MUNIR NASSER 

IflflConapondenl In Washington 


eskkni Clinton on March 23 has 
ideUyed. 


ABU GHAIDAs ALL TYPES OF 


..Thursday passed by 98-1 a 
Nation calling on President Bill 
bon to oppose a unilateral 
Etinian declaration of statehood, 
resolution called on the 
Ljdenr to “unequivocally assert 
hud States opposition to the uni- 


CORRUPTION WILL BE ERADIMra * teteion of 

„. .aid that a declared state 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HOUSING. Hosni AbuOai * * b .' re “*" ized ^ 
said Friday that His Majesty King Abdullah's directive! nub 1 

in the letter of Designation dictate that ail types oft.^ ^sTxt week 
be eradicated, the problem of bloated adminismataben, £ ^ t0 comment on the 
died, avail citizens to comprehensive services. ^ res0 | ut [ 0I1( a State 

Abu al-Ghaida affirmed that the available human ream t0 |d the Arab 


ASSISTS FARMERS AND 
LIVESTOCK OWNERS 


Daily that the Clinton 
Administration position is in line 
with the Senate vote. "We said pub- 
licly and privately that we do not 
favor any type of unilateral -action 
from either party which would 
include a declaration of an indepen- 
dent state, " he said. "This resolu- 
tion does go along with our policy 
that any unilateral action, especially 
the declaration of a Palestinian 
state, would be disastrous for the 
negotiation process." 

The source, who prefers to remain 
anonymous, said that the U.S. 
Administration is heartened by 
Arafat's softening of his position for 
the last three months when he 
Insisted on calling the May fourth 
deadline a "sacred date". 

Responding to a question whether 
President Clinton is going to pres- 
sure President Arafat not to declare 
a state on May 4. the source said 
'■Pressure" is not the right word. 


“We wouldn't threaten to take 
action against him if he did it, 
because that wouldn't be appropri- 
ate. We are going to let him know 
that we are doing the best we can 
with his visits to the United States, 
with the ceremonial aspects of 
increasing our dialogue, and in fun- 
neling the aid to him while hjrtom- 



and quite frankly, we are going to 
remind him that he has a lot more to 
gain by letting the elections take 
place and hoping that the next gov- 
ernment begins implementation of 
the Wye agreement leading to the 
final status negotiations." 

Commenting on Egypt's position 
supporting Mr. Ararat on a state dec- 
plies with his agreement at jfie Wye 1 *-, laration, the source said he would 
and we are goinglTsiilJptf t h/m as. ....view that as a show of Arab solidari- 
r ty f° r che aspirations of che 

dhat exactly/ttyr^Palestinian people. He believes, 
also sees the 
committing a unilat- 
eral act and they privately under- 
stand It would probably spell the 
end of negotiations and an outbreak 
of violence 

In response to a question about 
the recent poll conducted in the U.S. 
showing that 54% of Americans sup- 
port Palestinian statehood, the 
source said this is not contradictory 
to the Administration's position and 


Cvhat ^exacrly/tlyr "Palestinian people. He 
Itf mtafftricyA wilT'Tetellihg however, that Egypt also 
lent Aatojfluring-ffls-vwtf'the wisdom of not committing 


ngrWs-vi 
be reminded of 
process and that 
Stion of a state would 
hypothetically lead to the Israelis 
stopping any type of negotiations 
and probably throwing Wye in the 
trash, further closures of the territo- 
ries and shutting the Palestinian 
Authority down." The sources added 
"That is something he is aware of, 


it is in line with what it is trying to 
do. He added :”This poll reflects the 
feeling of Americans. Within the 
Administration there arc people who 
believe that Palestinians should go 
forward and have a right to a state. 
President Clinton when he went to 
Gaza basically said symbolically that 
we think you deserve a state. Bur 
the only way to achieve that is 
through negotiations, not through 
these acts of unilateral actions 
which will only bring violence." 

The poll, conducted this week by 
the Arab American institute, indicat- 
ed that 54 percent of Americans 
believe that the U.S. should recog- 
nize a Palestinian state, while 21 
percent opposed it and 24 percent 
undecided. 

The source described U.S. Israeli 
relations as "chilly" saying; “There is 
behind the scenes chill between us, 
but I wouldn’t call it shunning, as far 
as rhe peace process is concerned." 


should be best utilized and activated at the office and ffcHfel 

els. Furthermore, the citizens’ affairs should be respedlUI)iTa|Hn A M U | B K D Ed El £ 

died and completed with a minimal time and effort Giin|TKG CHIEF K E v I IF IE 9 

from other governorates should have their affairs fuifiDedlotf 
He reaffirmed that administrative bloating will not be Iwift jimmied from Front pHge) 
with lenience. "Each employee should be devoted to do L 
tasks, through tangible performance as well as co-operatioJiK Transjordan would have been an umbrella by which the armed forces 
coordination with his fellow employees," the Ministeraddd. - the Royal Jordanian Airforce, the Public Security Department, the 
Regarding the budget, Abu-al Gliaida stressed that it shouldli perid Communications Commission and His Majesty's Royal 
fairly allocated to top-priority projects serving the needsofdi hmunkHions — would have been able to offer their services to the 
regions. Full cooperation should be maintained withgowiw 
to continuously upgrade these projects while removing hwfc These same entities have been providing Jordan Telecom with service 
obstructing their progress. * wteir networks for the past 20-years. 

Abu al-Ghaida was briefed by various officials on theuskstf ‘Mnjlt was not able to communicate with Saudi Arabia. Iraq and 
duties being performed by rhe respective directoratesatans* fate Royal Airforce connected them to these countries," says Abu 
Ing he chaired at the Ministry's headquarters — Petra. ^ouse, who prior to his position as director general of the TRC, served 

- — - — tfryeare as a Royal Jordanian Airforce officer and retired after he 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTUH ^i^nofa^^troaief-of^fr. 


LEBANQN MARKS 21 -YEARS 

; ISRAELI oecDPAT|D|i 


1993 and 1995 and Jordanians in 1994, 
southern Lebanon remained a battle- 


BE1RUT (AFP) — TWenty-one years since last week. 

s-srstrrs a-s-i-ji— 


apart in a civil war * remains the last 
bloody battlefield In the Arab-lsraeli con- 


Trans Jordan was mysteriously aborted. Its registration at the 
fcfty of Ifade and Industry was terminated, while its license was 
^signed, according to Abu Jamouse. 

Jtoing the Majali Cabinet, I was ordered by Sami Gammo to license 
I received a letter that was signed by the Prime Ministry's 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE Is taking tangible steps H Wopment Council with Jawad Anani's signature on It," lie told The 
assist rnrmcrs and livestock owners out of the difficult sfitfW wOify 

they are currently facing. Idea of creating TVans-Jord.ni was to regulate these "gov- 

Spenklng separately to the Chairman and agencies 1 ' and benefit from their services, says the TRC chief. ^ 

Administrative Committee for the Fruits arid Vtyw® are national assets that cost 100s of million ofdlnars to build." 
Exporters Association and to the Chief and members » , should not just be thrown away for the option of the strategic 

Agricultural Goods TVaders' Association, the stresses. 

Agriculture, Hasliem Shboul, said that the ministry ; wjJPj amouse points out ' the y must be regulated to ensure that 
interest-free loans to the farmers and owners on a Just**** tariffs on the - same services to all parties, 

basis, and would continue efforts to obtain assistance fWf money for the spectrum management project or a push from 

dalized world organizations such as the. World food *e TRC will never be able to deal even handedly yvlth both 

Shboul stressed that the Kingdom's land and resoiirttf^ *id public sectors. ' 

be best invested through ways aimed at reducing WP ,nve * regulations. V\fe copy the worid. The worid has 

water consumption and by growing new types of pi*** J7?«the highest level, almost near the judiciary. Here it Is Just 

— u •' that anybody can interfere in," says Abu Jamouse. 

| Ministry of Finance reduced the TRC’s budget by around 
^;Wh ||e in 1999, it chopped off funding to two majof projects 
have made the TRC into a real regulator: spectrum manag*- 
;^-t ro |,and ane w building to house it. '• 

L j the sector itself, Abu Jamouse points out that the "seer 

jT?* h* 10 " 8 10 anyo n e - No one individual can claim that the wc* 
n**. Whatever success you see Is the jdint effort ; of many 
Abu jamouse 5^ 

l ””” “y The Arab Dally, Sarairah was unavailable for. comment. ;^ 


optimize resources and costa. 

He called on the private and public sectors to 
upgrade the agricultural sector, to overcome Fiari*®* 
rion. to enhance confidence between the 
the exporter. All that In a bid to secure reasonable 
the farmer, affordable prices for tfife consumer 
petition in quality and quantity in the.Arab ' 
markets — Petra. 


rhetoric. 

Israel launched Operation Litani, its 
first large-scale offensive into Lebanon. 
"Tebanon marks the annivarsary Sunday on March 14, 1978. to protect its north- 
of the 1978 Israeli Invasion, the first in a em territoriea from cross-border attacks 
series of violent military incursions that by Palestine Liberation Organization 

left eight percent of Lebanese territory (FLO) guerrillas. 

l etl Despite the adoption that year of UN 

0< The tiny eastern Mediterranean Arab Security Council Resolution 425, which 
country lacks the means to do much calls for an immediate Israel! retreat, the 
more than mark these anniversaries and Jewish state kept forces In Lebanon to 
continue to call fm an unconditional protect northern Israel. 

Israeli pullout from southern Lebanon. in 1982. Israel ngam invaded Lebanon 
. But mounting Israeli casualties indict: In Operation Peace for Galdee, this time 

ed by Lebanese resistance movements, occupying Beirut at the height of the 

mainly the Shiite Muslim Hizbollah. have 1975-1990 Lebanese civil war - the first 

given the Israelis food for thought about time Israeli forces had seized an tab 

the b en ,fl, s ofmalntaintiig their occupa- capita^ ^ ^ ^ 

Lebanon has also taken center stage In force, in several hours, and ejected Syrian 

the campaigning for Israel’s May. general troops and PLO guerrillas from the 

elections after seven Israelis Were killed Lebanese capital. ■ • i ■ ■■ 

. Unable to conclude a ; peace treaty with 


In 1993. Israel staged its week-long 
"Operation Accountability" onslaught in 
Lebanon after a series of rocket attacks 
by the well-equipped Hizbollah. 

Three years later, Israel launched its 
Operation Grapes of Wrath, which left 
175 people, .mostly civilians, dead in 17 
days of relentless air, sea and ground 
attacks that went as far as the suburbs of 
Beirut. 

Throughout, Israel has Insisted it has 
no dispute with Lebanon government 
and nb territorial designs on it. 

Although Netanyahu has offered to 
withdraw Israeli troops and accepted UN 
Resolution 425 last year, he continues to 
Insist that Lebanon provide security guar- 
antees In exchange. 

‘ His offer has been rebuffed by fleirut 
and its powerful neighbor, Damascus, 
which sent troops into Lebanon during 
. . i uriehln a week indud- . Unable to conclude a.peace rreaty witn the clvji war and- now dominates the 
leba "°" ,n '»• ls ^ lb “™ e iiCWs-,:. country 35W0 troops based.on.75 

Uracil P Prime Minister Beniamin Ingly concerned abovt troop loases apd percent of Lebanese aoil, ^ 

srae . . , , , Partv withdrew to its current buffer zone along '• Lebanon arid Syria, whose own peace 

Netariyahu's main rival, labor Party yvitnorew to its cpr u , » „, ksW , h , sra e, l were, broken off In 1996. 

leader thud Barak, has vowed that with- i.ln that UN Resolution 425 calls' for. 




1978 . . 

Israel.ls ready to. negotiate' a troop 
withdrawal from Lebanon if the I 
..side agreps to .discuss security 
menu; the prime' minister' 


Israeli withdraWai from did ■ Golan 


: r ' ■ 
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COHEN LINKS US ADDITIONAL 
AID TO ISRAEL TO WITHDRAWALS 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — US Defense 
Secretary William Cohen told 
Israeli leaders Friday to quickly 
and fully implement the stalled 
Wye River peace accord with 
the Palestinians or face a hold- 
up in 51.2 billion in US aid 
linked to the land-for-security 
deal. 

After talks Friday with 
Defense Minister Moshe Arens, 
Cohen also avoided giving any 
firm commitment that 
Washington would come up 
with additional funding for a 
new anti-missile defense sys- 
tem requested by Israel. 

“We believe there must be 
full implementation of Wye and 
that must take place soon,” 
Cohen said in a thinly veiled 
criticism of Israel's decision to 
suspend further West Bank 
withdrawals required by the 
October agreement. 

Cohen went on to make clear 
that $1.2 billion in additional ■ 
US aid that Israel requested to 
meet what is says are security 
costs linked to the West Bank 
withdrawals would be forth- 
coming only once all the pull- 
outs have been carried out. 

“We aren't exploring any way 
to alter the time frame at which 
that money will be available 
he said. 

Under the US-brokered 
agreement, Israel promised to 
withdraw in three phases over 
90 days from an additional 13 
percent of the West Bank and 
rake other steps to expand 
Palestinian autonomy. 

In exchange the Palestinians 
agreed to measures designed to 
halt anti-Israeli violence by 
Islamic and other activists. 

The right-wing government 
of Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu carried out a first 
pullout in November but then 
froze the process the following 
month. citing alleged 
Palestinian violations of the 
accord. 

Washington lias largely sided 
with the Palestinians in dewing 
the freeze as above all motivat- 
ed by opposition to the peace 
accord from hardline national- 
ists in Netanyahu’s own camp. 



left, stands next to Cohen, during the playing of the nation- 
hems at a welcoming ceremony at the Ministry of Defense in 


issue and new elections will not 
be held unUI May, making 
progress on the Wye accord 
unlikely" until a new govern- 
ment can be formed. 

Israeli officials have reported- 
ly asked Washington to dis- 
burse part of the $1.2 billion 
aid package in light of its initial 
withdrawal from an additional 
two percent of the West Bank. 

But Cohen’s remarks recon- 
firmed the US stand that the 
funds would only be released 
on full implementation. 

The deal also involves $300 
million in additional aid to 
Yasser Arafat's Palestinian 
National Authority. Congress is 
scheduled to consider the pack- 
age in July. 

During Friday's press confer- 
ence, Cohen also offered no 


firm commitment on additional 
funding requested by Israel to 
expand a joint program to 
develop the Arrow anti-missile 
missile system. 

The United States has already 
provided abbut 70 percent of 
the estimated $1.6 billion cost 
of developing the Arrow system 
and providing two batteries of 
the weapons to Israel, sched- 
uled for deployment by next 
year. 

"With respect to Arrow, we 
are exploring the ways in which 
we can identify funding to help 
with the research and develop- 
ment aspects of a third Arrow," 
Cohen said, declining to elabo- 
rate. 

Israel says the Arrow is 
urgently needed to counter the 
development of ballistic mis- 
siles and non-conventional war- 
heads by its main enemies in 


the region, Syria, Iraq and Iran. 

Cohen’s evasiveness on the- 
Arrow and firmness on the Wye 
accord underscored the current 
strains in US-lsraeli relations. 

On a nine-nation tour of the 
region, Cohen initially planned 
to visit Israel without even 
meeting with Netanyahu in 
what was widely viewed here as 
a political snub. 

The US official added an 
encounter with the prime min- 
ister at the last minute on 
Thursday, but only after agree- 
ing to also meet Netanyahu's 
main rivals in the May elec- 
tions. 

Before leaving Friday, Cohen 
breakfasted with former 
Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai and met with oppo- 
sition Labor Party chief Ehtid 
Barak, the other main candi- 
dates for prime minister. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel said Friday it was 
worried about an arms build-up in the 
Middle East after the United States gate the 
green light to billions of dollars of weapons 
sales to Egypt and Gulf states. 

Israel Is "concerned about the level 'of 
armament in the Middle East as well as lack 
. ofmilitary-to-military contacts between the . 
Israeli and Egyptian military," a senior mili- 
tary official told journalists 
"Tlte bulk of the Egyptian military Is, 
trained* deployed and indoctrinated vis-a-. 
vis the IDFJIsraelt Defense FOr?e]i \vHa,tev^r r 


they say on the Hill," he spjd. 

US Defense Secretary William Cohen has 
announced several proposed US arms deals, 
Including sales of sophisticated military 
hardware to Egypt worth an estimated $3.2 
billion arid AMRAAM missile sales to Gulf 
states,- during his nine^counhy tour of the 
region. ; ■ ' >■ -■ 

r ■ But thfr Israeli officfak'-^jW. ’requested 
Anonymity, Said the M (((dl^^t'rtmalned a 
“larg? lybvef-armed" 

•...''At t^ tcbre of oumcohcferfi’i^ that the 
region 1 is* 6vi*amie<J ^pvenrional 


'sense," the official said, implying that the 
US weapons sales would increase Israel’s 
needs. 

But Israeli Defense Minister Moshe 
Arens, who held talks with Cohen on Friday, 
was less perturbed. . 

"Egypt is a country with whom we are at 
peace. We understand, the reasons why the 
Egyptians, would like to modernize their 
defense forces and take care of their securl- 
_ty interests," he told a press conference. 

Egypt was the first Arab nation to sign a 
peace treaty toit(v Israel lit 1979, 
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Yemen aw-figft ' 
700 illegal lm. 11 fr lnrntn 

SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni authorities arrested more*-*, 
gal immigrants and have already deported soiTrfT 
Interior Minister Hussein Arab said. “Yemeni potefej 
ed more titan 700 people, from Arab countries and S 
a first group has been deported in the last two dm,!* 
rest to follow soon," he told reporters here lae Um 
General Arab said in October Inst year that the cm®, • 
expelled a total of 21,000 illegal foreign workets tiJ « 
Around 500,000 refugees from Africa, especially Strt t 
entered Yemen since 1990. The UN High Commit^ 
Refugees (UNHCR) said it has 65,000 refugees miyj 
Yemen. At least 250 Somalis and Ethiopians droMidta. 
trying to escape in boats to Yemen, according to the Uffla 


ARAFAT: MAY 4 IS 'SACRED 
DATE' FOR PALESTINIANS 


killed in Sudan 


KHARTOUM (AFP) _ Three hashish traders were killed 01 
shoot-out with anri-narcotics police in rhe desert about HOtit 
meters southwest of here, a Khartoum newspaper repor J 
Friday. Five other members of the drugs gang managed 
escape, but the police seized two vehicles and hashish wA\{ 
billion Sudanese pounds ($600,000) which was later destroy 
the Alwan daily said 


NEW YORK (AFP) — A US human rights group urged Palesim! 
President Yasser Arafat Thursday not to ratify a death senttw 
against a Palestinian who killed a Gaza police officer. New feA 
based Human Rights Watch (HRW) expressed "concern’ fe 
"political considerations" may have influenced the outcoiwa 
tire trial that handed down the sentence against 25-year+: 
Raed Al Altar. "Even in the most heinous crimes, defends 
must be guaranteed a fair trial, especially when there is theps 
sibility of a death sentence." said Hanny Mcgally, executhediw 
tor of Human Rights Watch's Middle East division. "Abolishii 
the death penalty and the state security courts would be imp*' 
tant steps," Mcgally said. 
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UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — TWo bombs exploded thLsweekna- 
UN offices in northern Iraq, causing one death and satf 
injuries, the United Nations said Thursday. 

A bomb went off Wednesday in the Iraqi town of Dahukson??. 
100 meters nway from the offices of UNESCO, the 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, UN spoxeans. 
Fred Eckhnrd said. .J 

The unidentified man who was carrying the bomb 
in the attack and four people were slightly injured, Ecklaiti ^ 
adding that no UN personnel were hurt. . i 

On lliesday, another bomb exploded In the northern ira^j 
of Arbll some 50 meters from the main offices of the tin . 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Eckhard added. J 
The explosive device was hidden in 0 trash can 0U,51d V J 
surrounding the residence of Iraqi FAO employe 
spokesman said. . • , . 


la -Palestinian President 
Anfatis expected to visit 

la later this month, 
Juan and Canadian officials 
Ottawa said Friday, 
jaij Abdul Menem, the 
m National Authority's 
representative in Ottawa, 
t he date of March 25 had 
■pencilled in," but lie was 
10 confirm the event offl- 

An fei is scheduled to be in 
jfeHngton March 23-24. 

Canadian Prime Minister Jean 
lien first extended an invita- 
(0 Arafat to come to Canada 
1993. The Invitation was 
ited last month by 
tetnational Trade Minister 
Mudii when he visited 
to sign a trade agree- 


Menem confirmed that the 
htatinlans would regard an 
An&i trip as a “state visit," but 
it accepted that Canada would 
describe it differently. 

Canadian foreign ministry 
jpokesran Sean Rowan said, “it 
nillbe a working visit... Palestine 
is not an officially recognized 
state, so it can't be described as 
a state visit." 

Meanwhile in London Arafat 
.reaffirmed his commitment 
Thrsday to unilaterally declar- 
ing a Palestinian state on May 4, 
despite international objections. 
Speaking after talks here with 
fcitish Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
tafat said May 4, the expiry of 


the five-year interim phase of the 
1994 Oslo peace accords, “is for 
us a sacred date.” 

He said the Osin accords had 
been co-signed by the United 
States. Russia and the European 
Union, making them "an interna- 
tional agreement.” 

While insisting the date of 
May 4 had been agreed at Oslo 
and "reasserted and reaffirmed" 
at October's Wye River talks with 
Israel, he said discussions on the 
issue were continuing. 

Arafat said he had held "a very 
in-depth discussion" with Blair. 

“We are always impressed by 
his grasp of Middle East rela- 
tions. “ 

The meeting at Blair's 
Downing Street office lasted one 
hour. ■ 

Palestinian sources here earli- 
er said Arafat would be calling on 
Blair to put more pressure on 
Israel to bow to Palestinian calls 
for statehood and to implement 
Wye River. 

A Downing Street spokesman 
said the prime minister had 
stressed Britain's commitment to 
helping the Palestinian economy 
and discussed more aid for the 
territory over the next three 
years. 

No figure was put on how 
much cash the government was 
ready to give, but the spokesman 
said Blair "talked in terms of mil- 
lions" of pounds. 

They also discussed the Wye 
River agreement, brokered by 


the United States last year but 
which lias been suspended by 
Israel. 

“Tile prime minister wanted 
to speak to Yasser Arafat about 
where that was going and urged 
him to implement the Palestinian 
side of the agreement," the 
spokesman added. 

Blair made it dear the negotia- 
tions "needed a push." Later in 
The Hague, Arafat met briefly 
with Dutch Premier Wim Kok on 
Friday to drum up support ahead 
of a crutial deadline after which 
may be declared an independent 
state by the Palestinians. 

Foreign Minister Jozias van 
Aarsten, who also met with 
Arafat, said that he hoped the 
Palestinians would wait until 
after the general election in 
Israel on May 17 before taking 
such a step. 

Arafat. Kok and Vim Aarsten all 
expressed their disappointment 
that Israel had effectively sus- 
pended the implementation of 
the Wye River peace accord. Van 
Aarsten added that he hoped the 
situation could be resolved after 
the election. 

Kok urged Arafat to reassure 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu on security issues, 
the sticking point of the peace 
agreement. 

Arafat is on a whirlwind tour 
to consult witli the co-signato- 
ries of both the Oslo and Wye 
River accords. 



Palestinian president ifasser Arafat is greeted by 
Minister Wim Kale, in The Hague, on Friday. 


I May 4, the expiry of River agreement, brokered by Kiver accoras. _ 

PNAVOWSTO CRACK DOWN 


ON UNREST IN GAZA 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian actress Yusra has bten acq ultwl ^ 
raging public morals over a risque photograph 
cover of a cinema magazine four years ago, qourt 
Friday. . . . 

Yusra was convicted after two Islamist . I?wy?rs 
£hat she appeared "nearly nude" in the^Novemj>?r^ . ^ 
photograph of A] Cinema Wal Nassi ‘, -;,v s' 

But ati appeal court on Thursday cleared Yusra rasu 
magazine's editoMn-chief and a 
and cancelled the actress's $150 fine.' 5 

: Defense lawyers argued that tKe photo 
in an anti-Islamist film that had been* passed by 
Under Egyptian law, anyone who publish?? 
tos deemed offensive to public morals 
up two years or a fine of up to $ 1 50 < or fod) j 


WAH (AFP) — Palestinian officials c 
wed Thursday to crack down on fur- c 
arniolence after dozens of police and r 
^protestors were wounded in a sec- s 
™ ihy of rioting in the Gaza Strip. t 

J™dreds of people poured into ccn- l 
W Ra&h, pummeling a large force of 
j'.?™* w ’ t h a hail of stones In distur- 1 
J* 1 ® 5 that continued until late In the l 
the killing Wednesday of two 1 
- jNgers fl nearby refugee camp. 

Palestinian National Authority 
Sf General Thyeb Abdul 

, ™ Mid the situation in Rafah, a 
; ™jyjtiicken town at the southern 

Caza Stri P’ was now under 

i t!* ca,m had been restored. 

trouble could erupt else- 
i JJ. : n f ! We a re ready to control it." 

’ Hhim said, describing the situa- 
J^ 1 ! 1 ® 1658 35 dangerous and urg- 
Sroups “not to play 

> wll not allow the Palestinian ter- 
jUjv. . become a new Somalia or 
va he said. “(Security forcesj 
Jnd^T* , P°P u lation's security 
or violence in 

°^die two 1 7-year-olds shot 


dead by security forces during rioting 
on Wednesday surged from the Yabna 
refugee camp to Rafah Thursday, 
screaming for "justice" and demanding 
that the policeman suspected of the 
killings be put on trial. 

They also demanded a retrial for a 
local security officer whose condemna- 
tion to death by a Palestinian security 
court for killing A policeman sparked off 
Wednesday’s rioting. 

Palestinian police refrained from fir- 
ing Thursday, responding Instead by 
throwing stones back at protestors. Wit- 
nesses said. 

But as casualties In their ranks 
mouhted. shots were fired Into the air 
and, teargas was used to break up the 
protests. . ■ , ■ , 

Doctors in local clinics said they had 

■ treated two people with wounds jfl the 

leg and abdomen and that more t^n 60 
policemen and 20 protestors were treat- . 
ed fbr irjurles from stones. 

Police arrested six Journalists and 

held them for several hours before 

releasing them, and seized the <«■ 
nine Palestinian photographers W 
television cameramen, tiyjng to cover 

the luptet for Inrernatloiylnewsoi^a- 


nlzatlons. 

The Yhbna camp is home a Raed Al 
Attar, a member of a security police unit 
who was sentenced to death by a 
Palestinian court Wednesday fbr killing 
an officer from a rival security agency in 
Rafah last month. 

Another Yhbna resident was se 
tenced to life in prison and a third local 
man jailed for 15 years over the 
shootout. ■ , 

All three come from.large.fhmilles In 
Rafah, and the heavy aentences sparited 
immediate rioting by fellow clansmen 
insisting on a retrial. 

Palestinian National Authority (PNA) 
leader Yhsser Arafat has the final wi 
on whether to carry out the death s 
tence but he left for a visit to Britain 
Thursday. without announcing any dec 
; slon. , 

■; .in most cases Arafat has commute 
' death sentences to life In prison, blit he 
ordered three security offleera executed 
by firing squad In the past six months, 
two for jrillfng two men. in a dan feud 
and one for raping a sls-year-old boy. 

All file Cases Involve an explosive tnlx 
. 'of clan rivalries and abuses by the sedi- 
rlty servjces-which has been plaguing. 


the PNA in Gaza. 

Attar, Abu Shainallah and Abu Tahar 
are all former activists of the Islamic 
group Hamas who were recruited three 
years ago Into a small branch of the 
.myriad PNA security apparatus called 
the Special Security Bureau. 


The defendants claimed the shootout 
in which a captain of the bigger 
Preventive Security Service. Rifat 
Joudeh, was killed was the result of 
rivalry which has become endemic 
between Palestinian police agencies. 
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/.I?.? 1 . 5 . "? BRIT,SH AIR RAIDS YEMENI PRESIDENT TO 
AGAINST CIVILIANS, MILITARY TARGETS MAKE ASIAN TOUR 

HDAD (AFP) — Iraq said Friday that US and British . ^ E N I W lm 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq said Friday that US and British 
aircraft conducted raids Friday on civilian and military 
installations in die north of the country. 

"Enemy aircraft dropped seven bombs and missiles 
on civilian installations and our anti-aircraft defense 
weapons faced them courageously, forcing them to 
flee at 3:10 p.m. |12I0 GMT|," an Iraqi military 
spokesman said, quoted by the official INA news 
agency. 

He said nine “enemy formations" flew in from 
Turkish air space at 1 2:30 p.m. (0930 GMT) and carried 
out 18 sorties. 

"The enemy aircraft flew over the provinces of Arbil, 
Dohuk and Niniveh before dropping seven bombs and 
missiles on civilian installations and some of our anti- 
aircraft defenses," the spokesman said. 

He did not say whether there were any casualties. 

The Operation Northern Watch command at Incirlik 
airbase in southern Hirkey said earlier in a statement 
that US warplanes bombed Iraqi missile sites in the 
northern "no-fly' 1 zone Friday. 

"US aircraft responded in self-defense... to Iraqi 
threats," the statement said. 

Since the Desert Fox bombing campaign in 
December, US and British fighters have struck scores 
of targets in northern and southern Iraq in almost 
daily raids. 

Baghdad has never recognized the air exclusion I 
zones imposed on northern and sourheni Iraq after ' 
the 1991 Gulf W&r to protect Kurdish and Shiite 
Muslim minorities. 


i __ Yemeni President Ali destined for a BG Pipavav project in the in Yemen with Prime Minister Keizo I 

IjSfJ Saleh is due to start a tour of slate of Gujarat. Obuclii. I 

1 ■ bna and Singapore today in a bid to Deliveries are to begin between mid- Yemen, one of the world’s poorest conn- 

\ tow.JaP 3 , ioe w „ i, rmm- 2002 and mid-2003 f ront a terminal on the tries, received Japanese grants of some $66 

Gulf of Atlen. Yemen has estimated gas million between 1997 and 1998. 


- \:i^r 

:•••• 'tig?' 


I economic ties wi'li i'»°se coinv 
. iiie. rxwspapers said Friday. 

| He discussions in India will focus on 


India will focus on reserves of 479 billion cubic meters. 


In Singapore, talks will focus i 


The Arab stare is also seeking new mar- and free trade zones. 


"nT i* srii precede the expected sign- kets in Japan. South Koren. Taiwan and Yemen is due to open a new container 
E-year contract between Yemen Hirkey. terminal in the sootlrem port of Aden later 

** ltd British Cas (BG) for an initial 2/i5 In Japan. Saleh will meet Emperor Akihito this year. It is being built by Yeminvest, a 
■dLii ions of liquefied natural gas a year, and discuss Japanese investment nnd trade joint Singapote-Saudi company. 

^WEAPON MAKERS PREPARE 
ARMS EXHIBITION IN ABU DHABI 

IIIJ DHABI (AFP) — Arms “We believe in peaceful dia- S-300 and S- 1 25 surface-to-air Saudi Arabia has cur its pay- 
Binitoimrs were gathering logue to resolve our differ- missiles and T-72. T-80 and T- nrents tn British Aerospace by 
n Abu Dhabi on Friday to pre- ences and disputes with oth- 90 ranks. a third on their huge, loug- 
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SUDAN REBELS RELEASE THREE 
HUMANITARIAN WORKERS 

NAIROBI (R) — Sudan rebels said they released ori Friday two 
Swiss workers with the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) and one Sudanese Red Crescent worker who they arrested 
last month. 

Samson Kwaje. spokesman for the Sudan People's Liberation 
Army, said the three workers were flown from their place of cap- 
tivity in Pariang in Bahr AJ Ghazal region to another town further 
south and handed over to the ICRC. 

Another three Sudanese government officials remained in cus- 
tody as "prisoners of war" for continued questioning. Kwaje said. 
These included a senior military official. 


Squa ? r ° n Nine Four ' boscd »" *l>c USS Carl Vinson aircraft carrier, In 
Kern Iraq, Operations Southern Watch. 



A SAUDI. 
TALEBAN 
AGREEMENT 
SIGNED ON HAJ 

KABUL (AFP) — The Taleban 
and Saudi Arabian authorities 
have signed a protocol under 
which only Afghans certified 
by the Islamic militia would 
be allowed on the pilgrimage 
to Mecca, officials said Friday. 

The accord applies also to 
people living in areas outside 
file control or the Taleban, 
deputy minister Mawlawi 
Mohammad Muslim Haqqani 
said. 

Haqqani, who is in charge 
of Haj (pilgrimage) and reli- 
gious trusts, did not say 
where and when the protocol 
was signed. 

"Under the protocol, pil- 
grims can go to Saudi Arabia 
only after we have certified 
them," he said. 

Tbleban administers about 
80 percent of Afghanistan, 
with the remainder In the 
control of the opposition, 
mainly commander Ahmad - 
Shalt Masood. 

Haqqani said nearly half of 
8,500 planned Afghan pil- 
grims had left for Saudi 
Arabia and the rest would be 
flown out in the next eight 
days. Some 30 perceht of the 
total were women. 

' :■ He said Saudi entry visas 
were obtained at Peshawar in 
neighboring Pakistan as the 
SqMdJ.'etnbassy In K4bul was 
.non-opera tional. !- ; . Y- 


pie Cor the IDEX-99 defense ers. It is not our policy to Israel will be the only maji 
qtibitibn. an opportunity to resort to the language of arms manufacturer not pr 

inr the affluent Gulf Arab threats and war." he added. sent at the exhibition. The 

tttrs and their insatiable The five-day show, which are no diplomatic ti 
found for weapons. begins Sunday, is of particular between the UAE and Israel. 


I ranks. a third on their huge, loiig- 

Israel will be the only major term A1 Yamamah arms con- 
ms manufacturer not pre- tract. Saudi Defense Minister 


the show’s guest of honor interest to the Gull petro- 


in (hi 'affluent Gulf Arab threats and war." he added. sent at the exhibition. There Prince Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz 

gun and their insatiable Tire five-day show, which are no diplomatic ties said chat tire contract was 
founder weapons. begins Sunday, is of particular between the UAE and Israel. undergoing a rescheduling. 

The show’s guest of honor interest to the Gulf petro- The exhibition will also Al Yamamnli. signed by 
dbtlhe commander of US monarchies, who between host three US ships, the USS Prime Minister Margaret 

kitti In the Gulf, General them hold 45 percent of gluh- Boxer. USS Antietam and USS Thatcher in September 985 

Wtony Zinni. who led the al oil reserves. Ardent. Britain's HMS and since updated, has report- 

EMhhalrwar on Iraq in Their interest became more Cumberland, the edly seen more than 120 

December, dubbed operation intense allowing the speed Netherlands's Kaimoy and a lornadn fighter jets, dozens 

Dceri Fox. and ease of the Iraqi invasion Turkish frigate will also be ol Hawk trainers and tanks 

He will be accompanied by of Kuwait in 1990. present. delivered to rhe kingdom. 


feftony Zinni, who led the al oil reserves. 

IB- British air war on Iraq in Their interest bt 
December, dubbed operation intense lollowing me 

BRITISH, KIWI SEAMEN IN DUBAI I Desert Fox. and ease of the Iraqi in 

mm ■ v He will be accompanied bv of Kuwait in 1990. 

MAY HAVE BEEN STRANGLED — PAPER Vice Admiral Charles Moore, An army uf 10, 000 s> 

-i,. . ihe commander of the US from Saudi Arabia, Kuwi 

Al (AFP) — Ttoo decomposed bodies fished Police found no sign of a struggle. condni.=i fifth Fleet stationed in UAL, Qatar, Oman and 1 ; 
out o southern Gulf waters in January, identified there hud been no foul play and suggested tV Bahrain, a little further up the was unable to stop th 
Sh0W lWu men bad drowned. iolf from Abu Dhabi, the cap- advance and subs. 

saW Frida^ * * ^ neWSpaper . B “ l , a f ^ sk sden tisr in New Zealand iul of , he United Arab seven-month occupni 

„ rrK3ay ‘ med the body of Aaron Hopa when it had be*: Fmirates niAPi 

Post inortems on the bodies after repatriation repatriated and found that no autopsy hadfcw ., DFX , ‘ ' ’ . _ ftn 

suggest they were probably dead before falling carried out in the Gulf emirate. mean rhat rh nac - ^ i 

into international waters from an oil survey ship hi his subsequent report, parts of which w "*** ,he UAE 15 encoui - manufacturers and to 


delivered to the kingdom. 

An army of 10,000 soldiers An Abu Dhabi-based arms lliir arms sales are still mas- 
fn.ni Saudi Aiebm. Kuwait, the expert told AI : P that the six sive. During a tour of the 

UAE. Qatar. Oman and Bahrein Gulf Arab stales “will between region tins week by US 

was unable t.. slop lire Iraqi lb era spend about S 100 bil- Defense Secretary William 

advance and subsequent lime on arms purchases and Cohen, news emerged that 

seven-month occupation of updates over the next five Washington had approved the 

Kuwait. years." sale of new sophisticated mis- 


sole of new sophisticated x 


700 military But the countries' weapons siles to the UAE, Bahrain and 
and construe- purchases will be hit by a dra- Saudi Arabia. 

H.irriec includ- malic drop in government rev- They will be the first Middle 


off the coast of Dubai in the United Arab reproduced by Gulf News! lie said: “It e * ^acquisition of illegal tors from 50 countries includ- untie idrop .in East’ countries after Israel to 

Emirates, the Gulf News said. . patholoKiailly possible or correct in this instant, ^pons or the hoarding of lug the United States, Russia, eiiues as oil prices p mirier. E t the 


i." said UAE Defense Britain and France 


evidence of "traumatic crush" injuries to the there was no evidence at my examination of 'bluster Sheik Mohammad attend the show, 
mens thronts and it is "highly improbable" the previous autopsy examination." BenRashidAl Maktouin in the Fifty Russian 

marks could be seif inflicted or accidental, the Jim Hopa, Aaron's father, told the newspaper, nm-up to the exhibition. represented, exl 

newspaper said. "Based on the evidence, my belief at die stand T — 

Tile two men are Robert Glazzard. from tills bizarre nightmare, that there was foul pty . 

Rochdale, England, and Aaron Hopa from was not tuo far from the truth." . - 

Geraldine in southern New Zealand. They were Mark Glazzard, Robert's father, said: "There are ; 
found near Fateh oilfield, 80 kilometers offshore, things that don’t add up... we want answers a™ ■ 

Tlie two underwater technicians, both 28, were we want to find out who is to blame for 
last seen drinking coffee and listening to music death,'' ragaPL 

on the deck of the Seabulk Hercules on Jan. 1 1. It The men’s families have called for a newimw- 
remains a mystery how they fell overboard. ' tlgation. • W 1 


THREE CANADIANS END TREK 
ACROSS ARABIA'S EMPTY QUARK* 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Three Canadian explorers were Omani Bedpuin, faced not only the heat, 
due to arrive here Friday at the end of their trek storms, scorpions and poisonous ■■snakes <ni«8 
across one of the world’s most inhospitable deserts! their 40 days in die desert. : ; it i 

the Arabian peninsula’s Empty Quarter. Although they carried a satellite phone *"* 

Riding camels, the three - engineer Bruce Kirkby, satellite-linked positioning system, ^and had 
30, former Canadian skiing champion Jamie Clark, camels to transport their water,. they ate 
30, and his brother, lawyer Leigh, 33 - left Oman's traditional dried meat, dates, rice, 'tea and 
southwestern Dhofar province last month. during the crossing. ■ 

Their 1 ,000 kilometer Journey took them across "It has been a veiy difficult journey At F"\ 
parts of Oman, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab there was a sandstorm which lasted fotf 
Emirates. of the Bedouin with the team told iDubwsCtnj 

Following the footsteps of the British explorer daily. However challenging, it 
Wilfred Thesiger, who made the first crossing In Thesiger’s exploit; he took Only the normal . 
1947, they crossed the Empty Oparter, an mhos- equipment arid a' gun. • r ffi ral 

pitable desert covering some 300,000 square kilo- The Canadians are maldng a doainwlgg 
metere. ' . • •. v : . ’ C their acjventure, ’and are pUttirijg 

Hie three Canadians, accompanied by. three : trip on the Internet. . 


Lin and France ’ are to Many, notably Saudi Arabia, be authorized to buy the 

S the show. are already finding it hard to AMRAAM a.r-to-a.r m.ss.les 

Fifty Russian firms will be maintain existing commit- at an estimated cost ol 

presented, exhibiting their ments. 




A STOLEN EGYPTIAN 
ANTIQUE RETURNS HOME 








Id Egyptian 
he Egyptian 
ch 1999. 
jlen antiqui- 
d Yard investl- 
ned to Egypt. 


PARTIES OF 'GREATER 
ISRAEL' UNITE FOR 
MAY ELECTIONS 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Three parties opposed to any further with- 
drawals from the Palestinian territories announced oil Friday the 
formation ora far-right alliance for Israeli general elections in May. 

Benny Begin, 56. a defector from the ruling l.ikucl party and sun 
of former Prime Minister Mennchem Begin, will lend the united 
fi-ont which will draw up a single* list ot candidates for the May 17 
parlinmcMitary polls. 

The alliance brings together parties which support the cuatiini 
ol n (i rente) Israel and are opposed to the Oslo peace accords with 
the Palestinians and .my further territorial concessions. 

The three are: Mnlodet. or Fatherland, which lias two deputies 
in the outgoing parliament, Bogin’s newly created llerui. or 
Freedom, party and a new iiltra-uationalist religious party. Tekuma 
(Renewal). 

Molodet advocates expelling Arabs from Israel and the occupied 
Palestinian territories. 

Begin will head the front's list of candidates, followed by 
Moledet leader Kehavam Zeevi and Tekuma’s Hanan Porat. an MP 
who defected recently from the National Religious Party. 

The from, which does not yet have a name, boasts a ratal of six 
members from the outgoing parliament and hopes to win two to 
three times more seats in the May vote. 

It draws its support mainly from among the 160,000 Jewish set- 
tlers living in the occupied territories. 

Begin broke with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu after the 
government signed agreements with the Palestinians to cede more 
West Bank territory. 

He is challenging Netanyahu for the prime ministership in a vote 
to be held simultaneously with the parliam entary polls. 

RABIN'S DAUGHTER 
ENTERS ISRAELI POLITICS 

HERZILYA PITUACH, Israel (AP) — In a small roiind trinket dan- 
gling ftxxm a gold chain a( Iter heck. Delia Rabin-fihllof of carries a 
black-and-white photograph of her slain rather. 

She weare it on the campaign trail as a reminder that she 
entered politics to revive the vision of peace that was interrupted 
when her father. Yitzhak Rabin, was gunned down. 

“If not for the, assassination and its results, 1 would not be in 
politics,’ said the 48-year-old labor lawyer in an interview at her 
home In an upscale Tel Aviv suburb Thursday, ■ • 

Rabin-Phllosof, however, is not running for parliament With her 
lather's Labor Party, instead, she has brought his legacy, and name . 
tp a new centrist party. • , '■ * 

Her view? on pollrics are similar to her father's, and she wants 

to bring Israel back to where it was^ at the time 6f his death. ' “ 

She wants an Immediate halt tdjewish settlement activity In the 
West Bank and implementation pf US-brokered Peace accords with 
the Palestinians.. Her party fvould restart negotiations. with Syria 
aimed at ending Israel's occupation in neighboring Lebjmart. Most . 

. of all, sh? wants to start repairing the rifts In Israeli socjetjj wlltcn .L 
led up to her h)th6r'S 'violent death. >' f. ' " ’ ; £,• .-.Vf-jggg 




HISTORIC DAY AS 
NATO ADMITS FORMER 
WARSAW PACT STATES 

THREE FORMER WARSAW 
Pact nations officially Joined 
the NATO alliance yesterday 

(Friday) when Polish, Czech * ’ tV ‘* U 

and Hungarian leaders sign the 

treaty near Independence, Missouri, the site where, in 1946, 
Winston Churchill first warned that an “iron curtain” was 
descending across Europe. The addition of Poland, Hungary and 
the Czech .Republic to the 16- state organisation is more impor- 
tant as a symbolic end to Europe's cold war divisions than as a 
boost to Nato's military strength. The decision to accelerate the 
membership process so that the countries could join in time for 
Nato's 50th anniversary summit in Washington next month was a 
political one. It has left the alliance with three new members 
which have only a limited capacity to sustain the ambitious new 
role which NATO is planning to adopt. The shape of its new 
strategic doctrine, to be adopted at the Washington summit, Is 
far from settled. 

According to the United States under-secretary of state Marc 
Grossman, the Americans want Nato to agree on "a new mission 
statement that would define the new common danger as 
“weapons of mass destruction 1 '. 

NATO s sphere of influence and operations would expand into a 
“Euro-Atlantic area", including the Caucasus and even central 
Asia. 

'This Is the North Atlantic treaty, not the North Pacific,'' com- 
plained the French foreign minister, Hubert Vedrine, when the 
first US policy paper cited "the poison gas attack in the Tokyo 
subway" as the kind of threat NATO should prepare to tackle. 

The French are questioning US plans to create a Nato military 
equipment and procurement planning group, as critics believe it 
is a ploy to strengthen US. dominance In defence sales. 

Completion of the new strategic doctrine will be the culmina- 
tion of Javier Solana's term as NATO secretary-general. With one 
eye on succeeding Jacques Santer as president of the European 
Commission, Mr Solana wants to lay to rest the long argument 
about creating a European defence identity which is separate 
from NATO. 

A looser NATO structure is emerging, In which European mem- 
bers can make use of NATO assets and command and communi- 
cations systems to carry out their own operations, under a NATO 
banner but without the participation of US ground troop's. 

“In future, the US may not wish to take the lead in each and 
every contingency that may arise on the European continent," Mr 
Solana said in a recent lecture. "European allies have increasing- 
ly indicated a desire to pJay a security role commensurate with 
Europe's growing economic strength. Both developments point 
to a new transatlantic bargain. 

"The arrangements we have developed with the Whstem 
European Union for European-led operations provide us with 
new political and military options. Politically, these new arrange- 
ments make sense because they reflecr Europe’s growing weight 
and responsibility In maintaining security on this continent, 
Militarily, these arrangements make sense because they ensure 
that a stronger European voice develops organically from within 
Nato, and does not require wasteful duplication." This Is where 
Britain comes In. Last May. when it was felt that, Britain’s presi- 
dency of the European Council was falling rather flat, a memo- 
randum was- prepared by a Foreign Office diplomat, Robert 
Cooper, on maximising the potential of I Britain's foturein Europe. 
One key recommendation was to use British military assets to 
fidd"° P 11 Europeim ca P acit y td «« independently in the defence 

This plan was refined. at Britain's summit with France in St Maio 
last December* it and means wprking within the new Nato doc- 
trine to build sc European Union defence capacity which is virtu- 
a]|yTndfstinguishabie : from that of- NATO. It would assuage' US 
Tears of a “Fortress Eiirope" by making them part of the garrison 
.-This would; necessitate findlriga'tole for the EU's neutral therm 
ber states, -Ireland, Austria, Sweden and Finland! However, lead- 
ing politicians In Austria, Sweden and Finland are already cam- 
paignlng openly for Nato membership. 

The expansion orNato will also encourage those eastern 
Europeans so far left out, such as Romania, Bulgaria and the 
Baltic states, to call For a clear deadline for their membership and 
a pledge that Nato’s promise that the door remains open is more 
than rhetoric. 

Ihe^Romanian government complained this week that NATO's 
prevarications were dissuading foreign -investors and hampering 
economcdtjvelQpm^iitv 1 ; 




TENSION HIGH IN AMBON AS 


MARCH 13, 1999 
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Jakarta (dpa} — Indonesia’s 
strife-tom eastern city of 
Ambon was tense Friday on the 
first- day of direct military rule 
in the island city, where fighting 
between Muslims and 
Christians has left at least 200 
people dead and hundreds 
more injured. 

Residents of Ambon, 2,300 
kilometres northeast ofjakarta, 
said army units maintained 
tight security, patrolling the 
streets where rival gangs have 
been fighting pitched battles 
since mid-January. At least 1 ] 
people have been killed this 
week. 

On Thursday the' army 
announced it would assume 
responsibility for security in the 
city after police said they were 
not capable of maintaining 
order. 

Residents said tension 
remained high, with most 
shops closed and fewer than 
usual cars and buses on streets. 

Eye-witnesses said Friday's 
prayers at the Al-Fatah Mosque 
were held under heavy guard, 
while several hundred Muslims 
chanted slogans protesting 
against moderate f Muslim 

RUSSIA GREETS 
NATO EXPANSION 
WITH GLOOM 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Moscow leaf- 
firmed Friday its dim view of 
NATO's expansion into eastern 
Europe and warned that 
Washington was drawing a line in 
the sand between Russia and die 
West. 

“Russia’s view of NATO enlaige- 
ment lias not changed and remains 
negative," the foreign ministry said* 

In a statement issued to coincide 
with the formal acceptance of 
Poland, the Czech Republic and 
Hungary into the North Atlantic 
Theaty Organization on Friday. 

"Expansion of the North Atlantic 
alliance will not contribute to the 
strengthening of trust and stability 
in international relations, but on 
the contrary, can create new divid- 
ing lines," the statement said. 

"We would not want such a 
development as it would not serve 
the interest of the people on our 
continent." ■ 

Eatiier this week Russian 
Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov called 
NATO expansion "a sad event." 

Moscow has bitterly opposed 
the expansion of Its former Cold 
War nemesis into territory once 
considered Indispensable to die 
Warsaw Pact. The three nations 
were given the green light to join 
the Ada ndc Alliance at its summit 
in Madrid in July 1997 after Russia 
and Washington signed a treaty 
offering Moscow a voice but no 
vote as a member of the Russla- 
NATO Joint Council. NATO expan- 
sion has been picked up by the 
nationalist opposition hi Russia as 
one of President Boris MHtsln’s glar- 
ing fbrdgn policy efrors. ! ,' 



NATO CHIEF WARNS MILOSEVIC, 
NATO 'AIR ARMADA' READY 


A Muslim mother tends to her crying baby lying on the floor of Al-Falo-, 
mosque Ambon, while her older daughter looks on in their makeshift 
refuge alter their house was destroyed in recent Muslim-Christian violence. 


leader Abdurrahman Wahid. troops from predominantly- Thursday damaged at least (bur 

Wahid, ^ chairman of the Muslim Ujungpandang were churches and some Catholic 

Indonesia s largest Nadhlatul responsible for shooting schools in the South Sulatwii 

Ulama Muslim organization Muslims in Ambon. capital of Ujungpandarj 

commented in a radio broad- In a related development, reports reaching the capiul 
cast Thursday night that army roc k-throwing students on said Frida y- 

GUSMAO WELCOMES AGREEMENT 
ON EAST TIMOR DIRECT VOTE 

JAKARTA (AFP) — Jailed East 
Timor rebel leader Xanana 
Gusmao on Friday welcomed as 
“an important step" Indonesia's 
agreement to hold a direct vote 
in East Timor that could lead to 
independence. 

In a statement issued from 
his detention house in Jakarta, 

Gusmao said a direct vote on 
Indonesia’s autonomy ofFer for 
the former Portuguese colony 
conformed with "the principles 
of democracy and representa- 
tive opinion." 

"The Republic of Indonesia, 
by accepting to carry out a 
method of consultation which 
respects these two basic princi- 
ples, took an important step by 
reaffirming the option of d 
reformist political scenario as "The people of East Timor UN team would be sent to a* 
has been suggested by Its allies know that they are not alone, Timor to study other opwns 
in the international arena," the and they have received numer- determine popular mood, 
statement said, oils guarantees of moral, politi- Commenting on a p^P 0 ** 

Indonesia and Portugal cal and of economic support for for a ceasefire, handed 
agreed at the United Nations In. the period of transition the head of an Indmj®^ 
New York on Thursday that towards Independence," he armed , militia' group '7n“ - 
there would be a UN-sponsoted " added,. , Gusmao said he needed oiw 

direct vote on an autonomy Speaking to reporters later, think it over. , Mutial 
package to be offered by the Gusmao sounded a more cau- “We (would) need a. 
Indonesian government, ti'ous note, saying he did not body rto momtpr an ^ 

Indonesian Foreign Minister yet know' the mechanism rnent a cease, fil re, 

Ali Alatas said in New York he agreed to. adding that 

had agreed the vote would be a He also said he still saw a ref- would be an Indonesian 

referendum in all but name. erendum. which has been ruled withdrawal- . 

Gusmao said he was "sure out by Indonesia, as the “most Gusmao for pW- 

that the people of East Timor democratic and fair” measure. term imposed in J 
would be able to once again "I think it would (take very) ting a g a ' nstt 5 e ^ t u e ;^ 
offer proof of the political littl? time, there are only powessi Ion of * * 

maturity demanded of thetri at 800,000 people there," he said, re “ nti y 
this cnicial phase/ 1 * •' . .'/'' adding that' he had heard that a P r,so !\f° 


fjflt) supreme commander 
Wesley Clark on Friday 

-Yligoslav President 
Milosevic that NATO 
lafi-ast sir armada" ready to 

ail*' ' . - 

i think Milosevic has to 
pujtftfand that NATO does 
fcp the capability and means 
# !,jnaifi 0 very devastating 
of attacks against him 
Sid that be required. He is 
gX going to be given a free rein 
BinBjh the civilian populace 
giftelr villages In Kosovo," 
fi BBC radio. 

^ has Sctid it is ready to 
if Belgrade Is deemed to 
k 'consistently blocking a 
fttn deal between Yugoslavia 
* iid ethnic Albanians in the 
kjfaijUi province of Kosovo. 
W|i we're talking about is 
a vast air armada that's 
Ainty assembled and standing 
ty 1 Crt said. 

The intent is that the troops 
p In at the Invitation of both 
pfflks." Asked what would 
happen If Belgrade refused to 
gw In to international pressure 
hr a peace deal, Clark said: 
TMilosevlc) Is going to say' no 
until pressure is brought to 
tar.-that's adequate to per- 
suade him to change his stand. 
"He does not make preemptive 
concessions. 

the challenge for the interna- 
tional community is to ensure 



NATO Military Council Chairman German General Klaus | 
Neumann raps the gavel to mark the beginning of the 
council's session at the NATO headquarters in Brussels. 


say yes," Clark said. Russian 
Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov 
met Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic on Friday to 
try to persuade him to accept a 
political settlement for Kosovo. 
The two men sat down to talks 
two days after U.S. Balkans 
envoy Richard Holbrooke failed 
to persuade Milosevic to lift his 
objections to stationing a 
NATO-led force on the territory. 

A Russian source close to the 
talks said the meeting had 
begun but gave no further 
details. Russian embassy and 
Yugoslav officials were unavail- 
able for comment. The West 
hopes Ivanov will be able to use 
the traditional ties Russia has 
with fellow-Ortliodox Slavs in 
Serbia to influence the Yugoslav 
leader. Ivanov urged Belgrade 
on Thursday to sign an autono- 


dlscuss a military tforce to 
police the deal. Moscow says it 
is prepared to contribute to a 
force but that Milosevic must 
agree first to its size and char- 
acter. 

The West has begun assem- 
bling a NATO force in neighbor- 
ing Macedonia to move into 
Kosovo once an agreement is 
signed. The Western defence 
alliance has said the troops will 
not go in without Milosevic's 
go-ahead but has threatened air 
strikes if he appears to be 
blocking a settlement. U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright spoke to Ivanov by 
telephone to coordinate policy, 
Holbrooke said, but declined to 
give details. 

Meanwhile, Kosovo's ethnic 
Albanians are ready to sign the 
peace accord proposed by the 


six-nation Contact group, mod- 
erate Kosovar leader Ibrahim 
Rugova said Friday. 

“All (the Albanians) in -Kosovo 
arc ready to sign the accord," 
Rugova told reporters here. 

He added that the Kosovar 
political forces had "consulta- 
tions with the Albanian people 
and 90 percent of them support 
the accord, including the 
(rebels of the Kosovo Liberation 
Army) KLA that is also support- 
ing the agreement." 

Rugova, head of the main 
Kosovar political party. Kosovo 
Democratic League (LDK). was a - 
member of the Albanian delega- 
tion during the first phase of 
peace talks held last month in 
Rambouillet, France. 

He said that the “talks are in 
danger to some extent but we 
have to move ahead with the 
signing of the agreement." 

“We need to find the agree- 
ment, but the agreement pack- 
age should not be reopened" 
during the second phase of the 
talks due to start in Paris on 
March 15. 

The KLA rebels were reluc- 
tant to accept a deal which 
does not clearly promise a ref- 
erendum on independence of 
Kosovo at the end of the three- 
year interim period. 

They were also rejecting calls 
for disarmament of its units, as 
demanded by the Contact 
group plan. 



I JalloU East Timorese rebel leader Jose Alexandre 
Gusmao, smiles as he responds to a question while 
retired Indonesian General Kcmal Idris, right, listens 

I during a press conference at the house in Jakarta 
where he remains in captivity. 


UN team would be seat to 
Timor to study other optxw 8 
determine popular 
Commenting on a imp®* 
for a ceasefire, handed nM 
tile head of an indoaesie 
armed, militia group T y? 
Qusmao said he needed da*® 
think it over. ■! ! 

“We (would) need “Jr 
body ! to monitpr and WV 
ment a cease fire," fr*" 

adding that: a preeffl#** 
would be an Indonesian tnw 
withdrawal. 

Gusmao is-serytng a 

term imposed in 1 992 for lu- 
ting against the state 
pnsseSslon of anhs,;-H 

■s&iss? 


MALAYSIA'S 'WILD EAST' 
GOES TO THE POLLS 

Tt-r - ^ 


& J 

* -A m W ? * 


Wom. n-, form n long gu.-u. to vote in tin- Snlnih 
election Friday in Bnnggi in Sulmh, Malaysia- 


WORLD 

WATCH 


LONDON — Commonwealth heads of government will hold 1 
their summit in Durban, South Africa, from November 12-15, 
officials here said Friday. 

it will he the first time the summit has been held in South 
Africa, which was only allowed back Into the 54-member body 
in 1994. 33 years after it was kicked out because of its apartheid 
regime. 

Commonwealth Secretary-General Chief Emeka Anyaoku of 
Nigeria said it was "entirely appropriate" that the summit was 
being held In a nation "which lias occupied a central place in the 
Commonwealth's endeavors over many years." 

The Commonwealth covers an estimated 1.7 billion people, 
or a quarter of the world’s population. India is the biggest mem- 
ber with 900 million people, the smallest is Nauru in the Pacific 
Ocean with 8,000 residents — Agencc France Pres se. 


from Congo 

LONDON — Demonstrating its displeasure at the expulsion of 
six people attached to the British Embassy in the Congo, Britain 
on Friday recalled its ambassador from Kinshasa for consulta- 
tions. 

Four Britons and an American were expelled from the Congo 
on Thursday. On Wednesday. Gregor Lusty, a third secretary at 
the embassy, was also expelled. 

The Kinshasa-based Le Phare newspaper reported Tuesday 
that five men were in a car when they were stopped Sunday near 
Ndolo Airport in die center or the city. The group had several 
maps of the capital, with circles drawn around the city’s main 
airport and locations where soldiers were deployed, the report 


Britain has denied that the r 
Associated Press. 


? involved in espionage — 




JAKARTA — The youngest son of former President Suharto was 
banned Friday from leaving Jakarta pending the outcome of a 
corruption trial, a newspaper reported. 

Hutomo "Tommy" Mandala Putra faces charges of graft in 
connection with a 1997 land scam, the Suara Pembaruan daily 
reported, citing a spokesman at the attorney general's office. A 
date for the trial has not been set. 

The newspaper quoted spokesman Suhandoyo as saying 
Tommy had been named a suspect in the case and could not 
leave the Indonesian capital for 20 days without a permit. The 
ban can be extended. 

The charges stem from a multimil llon-dollar deal involved a 
real estate swap between the state logistics agency, called 
Bulog, and Coro, a private company partly owned by Tommy. 

Under the deal, Goro built a retail center on land owned by 
Bulog In an affluent residential area ofjakarta. But Goro alleged- 
ly failed to give 63 hectares of land to Bulog, thereby violating 
the agreement — Associated Press. 


KOTA KINABALU — A 28-year- old mail found he was registered 
as a woman when he; checked the electoral roll ahead of eleo 
tions in the eastern state of Sabah starting Friday, a newspaper 
reported. The Daily Expresss said Zendoh Masalkol "got the 
shock of his life" \yhen he found his Identity card number 
showed a-woman by the name of Anisah Radali, registered In an 
area south of the state capital of Kota Kinabalu, ■; * 

Masalkol reportedly said he registered as a vote r in.a dlfFereht I 
area located north of the capital sorpe seven ydars ago. 

. ( The campaign fbr .the elections on Friday and Saturday, has 
been highlighted- by opposition 'claims of "phantom voters" 
drawn from hundreds of thousands of immigrants In Sabah, 
mostly firorp neighbouring. Indonesia and -the Philippines — 
Agence iWnce Presae/ • ^ . v • • s _ 
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GREEC DRACHMA 
CYPRUS POUND 
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ARAB CAPITAL MARKETS 


JUAB INS GROUP i 0.84 -0.02 

ARAB INT.INS. t 0.075 +0.007 

MM COML. BANK f 0.396 

A.B.C. -$- t s.oo +0.10 

BAH INSURANCE 0.276 

BANK BAH + KWT | 0.224 -0.006 

bah COML FALT j 0.238 -0.002 

BAH HOTEL 0.202 

.B.DUTY FREE J. 0.498 -0,002 

BAH MILLS i 0.175 -0.002 

BAH ISLAM. BANK | 0.252 -0.002 

BAH ISLAMIC INS 1 0.280 -0.020 

BAH + KWT INS. 0.400 

BAH INT. BANK 1 0.149 -0.006 

bah. LEISURE CO. t 0.098 +0,001 

.BAH MID E. BANK 0.167 

BAH MAR. +M. INT 1 0.472 -0.004 

BAH SAUDI BANK 0.150 

BAH SHIP R ENG. f 0.520 +0.020 

BAH TOURISM 1 0.136 -0.002 

BAH TELECOM 1 0.530 -0.130 

DEIMON POULTRY 1 0.166 -0.004 

FAYSA1 ISLAM -$- f 2-08 . +0.08 

TRAFFCO 0.302 

AHLIA DETERGENT 
AHLIA INSURANCE 
8/A 

AL AMAL IND 

ANWAR IND & TRAD 1 2.440 
BATINAH DAIRY 

ALIANCE HOUS BK f 0.860 -0.030 

BATNAH HOTELS 

BSAIMI HOTEL 

KHKR DEV SVC 

BAHDKA QUARRIES 

SALLAN FOOD IND 

AL5AWADI RES f 1.15 +0.O5 

AHIEJ VEG OILS 
BANDER RAWDAH QU 
BAHRAIN INTL BK 

BKMCT AHLI OM *t 3.260 +0.060 

* BK CM BAH S KUW 

COMM BK CMAN 1 1.410 -0.060, 

CONST MATERIALS 

COM STAT IND 

CHOFAR BVGS CO 

DOFAR CATTLEFEED 1 1.750 

DHOFAR INVST DEV t 2.040 +0.060 

BHFR MARBLE GRAN 

CHOFAR INSURANCE 

OHOFAR TOURISM 





MX COM MART E f346.12 +5.00 
MISR HOTELS f 135. 00 +3.72 
INTL ELECTRONICS*! 47 .05 +4.91 
MAB EGY ELECTR *fl5 . 50 +6.92 
®NA INVEST 480.50 +1.50 
MBA® |90.25 +0.72 

®IENT LIN&COTTN tl3.19- +4.93 
EGYPT ABRD INV E 116.90. +3.62. 
;«*tt GROUP |l5,50 +3.89 
OCT DEV INV |24.00 +2.13'. 


NBAD INDEX 37 

COMM. BANK OP DUBAI 91 

nat. bank of sharjah 16 

EMIRATES INT. BANK 38 

NAT. BANK OF RASALKHAIMAH 30 

Nat. bank of umm al quwain 30 

ABU DHABI COMM. BANK 60 

INVEST BANK 35 

NAT. BANK OF FUJAIRAH 30 

NAT. BANK OF ABUDHABI 70 

DUBAI ISLAMIC BANK 21 

NAT. BANK OF DUBAI 10 

BANK OF SHARJAH 29 

CCMM. BANK INTERNATIONAL 8 

UNION NAT. BANK 47 

ABU DHABI ISLAMIC BANK 25 

MASHREQ BANK 13 

UNITED ARAB BANK 39 

FIRST GULF BANK 6 

ETISALAT 17 

ABU DHABI NAT. HOTELS CO 17 

NAT. MARINE DREDGING 62 

111 

UNION PROPERTIES CO. 41 

ABU DHABI AVIATION 62 

ABU DHABI NAT. FOODSTUFF CO. 40 

DUBAI INVESTMENT CO. 15 

ABU DHABI SHIP BUILDING CO. 31 

E M A A R CO. 31 

OASIS INT. LEASING CO. 21 

TABREED 11 

JULPHAR 4 

PRIME BULDING TRADING EST. 9 

OMAN INSURANCE CO. 99 

ALAIN AHLIA INSURANCE CO. 13 

AL DAFRAH INSURANCE CO. 68 

ABU DHABI NAT. INSURANCE CO 11 

THE EMIRATE INSURANCE CO 86 

AL KHAZNEH INSURANCE CO. 15 

AL BUHAIRAH INSURANCE CO. 15 

DUBAI NAT. INSURANCE CO. 55 

UNION INSURANCE CO. 11 

AL WATHBEH INSURANCE CO 5 

AL SHARJAH INSURANCE CO. 9 

i ALEX COM MART E 1346.12 
■j MISR HOTELS fl35.00 

] INTL ELECTRONICS+147 . 05 
} ARAB EGY ELECTR *fl5 . 50 
MENA INVEST 180 . 50 

| MIBANK 190 . 25 

ORIENT LINSCOTTN 1l3.19 
s EGYPT ABRD INV E tl6.90 
a OLYMPIC GROUP j.15.50 
I 6TH OCT DEV INV 124.00 

AKAtS tiHA UUAf 
AERATED CONCRETE 
ARABIAN GEN INV. 

ABLE I A INS. CO. 

ARAB REAL EST. 

ARAB INS GROUP 
BKME KUWAIT 

BURGAN BANK 4 0.166 
LIVESTOCK T.T COt 0.285 
NATIONALCLEANING! 0.530 
KWT COMPUTER CO. 

COM. FACILITIES 4 0.465 
FIRST INV. FUND 4 0.940 
KWT FOOD CO. 4 0.540 
GULF CEMENT 4 0.174 
GULF INS. CO. 

INT FIN ADVISERS4 0.108 
. INTL INV GROUP 

Stock Name , Last, 

. AL-AHLI BANK 4 0.154 
AL-ARABI. HOLDING! 0.265 
aRef INVEST„GRP.4 0.122 
AL-AHLEIA INV C04 0.180 
r AO 1 , 1 AL REAL EST. 

BAHRAIN INT. BNK4 0.118 
■ BOUBYAN PETROCH. 

: GtJLF CABLE IND. 

COMMERCIAL BANK 4 0.152 , 
COAST INV 6 DEV. . ■ 

■. educational serv ■ . 

. FtfJAJRAK CEMENT , 1,0.104 
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Kawther 28.13% 

Univ.Chem 20.24% 

Natl Steel 1 8.00% 

Al Zarqa ED 09.89% 

Arab Ins 07.50% 


Jordan K.Bk 05.49% 
Vehicle Owners 05.02% 
Arab Aluminium 04.44% 
Jerusalem Ins. 04.41% 
Petro-Chem 03.57% 


The General Committee of Amman Financial Market held its 
first meeting on Thursday to elect members of the market's 
board. Five positions were open, three of which were reserved 
to financial services companies licensed as financial mediators, 
the remaining two reserved to subordinate banks and compa- 

Daoud Kishtah, Muhammad Bnhjat Bilbeisi and Walid Najar 
were elected as representatives of the financial services com- 
panies, and Samir Jnradat and Hanl Halawani were elected to 
represent subordinate banks and companies. 

(n accordance with the Financial Market’s provisions, Abdul 
Rahman Toukan was elected chairman of the board and Jalil 
Tarifns executive director. 

Alter the elections, the board decided on Friday and 
Saturday as the market's official two day holiday. 

A comprehensive reform policy Tor the market has been 
agreed upon by the Government. This policy arises from the 
need to substantiate the growth of the private sector and 
expand the base of local economy to be raised alone with rhe 
stock market to international standards. In this respect, the 
government has endorsed the Bonds Act No. 23 for the year 
1997 which stipulates that the Amman Financial Market has the 
sole authority to operate as a systematic financial market, and 
should be established and run by the private sector. It should 
enjoy financial and managerial independence and should not 
aim for profit. 

The Amman Financial Market was founded in 1978 and has . 
played ever since a combined monetary and executive role. The 
management of the market has henceforth taken on a number 
oF responsibilities, among which were the setting of regula- 
tions concerning the circulation of bonds, and the supervision 
of financial mediators and shareholders in registered compa- i 
nies — Petra. 


Jordan economic growth rate is expected to rise from 0.5% in 
1998 to 2% In 1999, and the price of consumption goods to fall 
by 3.5% this year in comparison to 5% in 1998, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) predicted in a recent report "a look on 
international economy and capital markets." — Petra, 




PARIS — The board of Societe Generele (SG) on Friday followed 
Paribas in rejecting a proposal by BNP for a three-way merger 
of the French banks. 

In a statement here the board said that Banque Natlonale de 
Paris' (BNP) offer of a share swap “Is far below the real worth 
(of SG shares) given the company's current situation and Its 
prospects.' 1 

Echoing a statement by the board of Paribas on Thursday, SG 
“reaffirmed Its belief in a joint SG-Paribas plan" for a two-way 
merger, and described this as “a better company project." 

The offer from BNP, made on Tuesday, was "hostile and there- 
fore not in the interests of Societe Generate, Its shareholders, 
Its partners or Its customers*". the board said. 

Shortly before the SG board meeting on Friday, the share? , 9 f 
all three banks continued to rise on the Ppris stock exchange. 

BNP shares rose 1 .8 percent in the firs); few! minutes of trad- 
ing tp 84.5 euros, after risjng 7 . 23. perceqt on' Thursday. - ; ,v‘. 

Parjbas shares wereuflj.18 percent, aft^rgalniKg.amasslye 
18 percent on Thursday, and ?oc|ete Geperaie shares rase 0.67 
percent after rising, 13.3 percent the previous day r-i- Agenpe 
France Prejse. 1 ' J •.* v * ” 1 • •,? . ■ ■ • 
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U.S OFFICIAL: 
JORDAN-WEST BANK 
TRADE WILL IMPROVE 




A senior US official said in 
Washington that trade 
between Jordan and the 
West Bank will improve soon 
qfter Israel has agreed to ease 
tariff burners on imports from 
Jordan. 

US Undersecretary of State 
for Economic Affairs, Stuart 
Eizenstat, said "we need to 
move quickly on disassembling 
the tariff and non-ta riff barriers 
to this trade." 

Eizenstat said in a speech 
delivered tills week at the 
Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy that the Israeli gov- 
ernment has just agreed to sig- 
nificantly expand the so-called 
A- 1 list for Jordan, (noted in 
detail on these pages recently) 
which will free up over 1200 
items for access to West 
Bank/Gaza markets. 

Eizenstat returned last 
Saturday from a visit to Israel, 
Egypt, Jordan and the West 
Bank, which was followed by a 
G-fi meeting in Germany at 
which the issue of the Jordanian 
economy was a principal topic 
of discussion. 

Eizenstat said it is important 
that this commitment be 
promptly implemented by 
Israel. "Based on my meetings 
in Israel and Jordan,” he added, 
"J believe that improved door 
to point truck deliveries from 
Jordan to the West Bank will 


He suggested that Jordanian 
exports can be boosted by 
establishing quantitative mone- 
tary target levels between 
Jordan and Israel for Jordanian 
exports. "I received & positive 
indication from senior 
Jordanian and Israeli officials to 
this proposal. We will help facil- 
itate establishment of these 
goals.” 

Eizenstat told his audience 
that there is a need to find a 
solution to the limited levels of 
trade between Jordan on the 
one hand, and the West Bank 
and Gaza and Israel ' on the 
other. He said last year 
Jordanian exports to the Wfest 
Bank/Gaza and Israeli markets 
measured less than S25 million 
each, adding: “Having worked 
on this problem for the past 
three years, I know there is 
ample blame to go around to all 
parties." 

According to Eizenstat, 
greater economic cooperation 
among Israel, the Palestinians, 
and Jordan should be possible 
to achieve in the near term, and 
should be the principal focus of 
US efforts. In the case orjoitfan, 
he believes opportunities to 
expand marker access with the 
two principal external markets - 
the US and the EU - should com- 
plement efforts to build 
stronger incra-regional trade 
and investment networks. 

Over the last two years, he 


said, the US has put in place a 
very creative arrangement for 
Qualifying Industrial Zones 
(QIZ) in Jordan, where goods 
can be manufactured and 
exported duty free to the US, 
provided they have a minimum 
level of Israeli content. This 
arrangement is simultaneously 
boosting Jordanian exports, 
generating new jobs and 
encouraging joint ventures 
between Jordan and Israel. 

Eizenstat said a new QIZ 
agreement will be signed to 
establish a second QIZ in 
Jordan. 

He added that Jordan's prin- 
cipal historic market - Iraq - has 
shrunk from the necessary 
impact of the multilateral sanc- 
tions regime imposed on 
Saddam Hussein. "We need to 
reinforce the recent signals of 
rapprochement between Jordan 
and the Gulf countries. Jordan 
urgently needs new outlets for 
trade and labor resources, and 
the Gulf must play a role." 

Eizenstat said his trip to the 
region last week reinforced his 
longstanding belief that eco- 
nomic stagnation In Jordan, and 
the West Bank and Gaza, is 
severely eroding private sector 
commitment to the peace 
process. "I believe it is 
absolutely imperative to lay 
some of this groundwork now, 
even if the political negotia- 


tions are not moving forward as 
rapidly as all of us would like." 

According to Eizenstat, the 
peace process must deliver eco- 
nomic benefits now, particular- 
ly to core constituencies in 
Jordan and the West Bank and 
Gaza. To date, he said, “eco- 
nomic fruits of the peace 
process have been limited. 
Since the 1993 Oslo accords, 
per capita incomes in the West 
Bank and Gaza have declined by 
over 20% - hardly the basis to 
sustain popular support for the 
process. Nor has Jordan experi- 
enced the economic benefits it 
expected from its 1994 peace 
agreement with Israel," 

"Let me be clear," he told the 
audience, economics in the 
Middle East cannot get too far 
ahead of peace and stability, 
which are vital to create the 
appropriate environment for 
economic growth. Economic 
prosperity to a great extent 
depends on peace. Equally, 
however, peace depends on 
prosperity. For peace to be sus- 
tained, it must generate jobs 
and raise incomes. We must 
find a way to give the peoples 
of the region a direct stake and 
an equity interest in peace and 
hope for a better future." 
from MUNIR NASSER 

Chief Correepondant 
In Washington 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands (R) — Oil minis- 
ters returned for the second session of a 
key producer summit in The Hague 
Thursday ns Saudi Arabia promised quick 
progress on a new output cut package to 
rejuvenate sickly world oil prices. 

Saudi oil minister All al-Naimi said 
between sessions that he expected "sub- 
stantial” new oil output cuts soon. 

He added that a new deal was unlikely to 
founder on resistance from Venezuela, 
which has said 1 e will not cut back more 
even if other producers agree on new 
curbs. ' 

"There is no obstacle, " Nairn! told 
reporters as he left his hotel in 
Amsterdam, Asked specifically whether he 
meant that Venezuela's position would not 
block an agreement, he concurred. 

Initial talks among oil hnlnjsters of QPEC 
powers Saudi Arabia, Venezuela, Algeria 
and Iran, as well as a top official from rion- 
OPEC Mexico, had lasted around three 
hours, at the Algerian ambassador's: resi- 
dence in the Dutch capital, 


Algeria is tire current president of the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). 

The meeting was expected to include a 
propos.il from major Gulf Arab exporters 
for n total OPEC and non-OPEC oil produc- 
tion cut of about 2.3 million barrels per 
day (bpd). 

That plan emerged from a meeting of 
Gulf Cooperation Council (CCC) ministers 
in Saudi Arabia Wednesday, a delegate 
close to those talks said. 

But other OPEC delegates said that other 
options such as a one million bpd cut were 
not ruled out, as producers search for 
common ground before OPEC holds its 
ministerial meeting In Vienna oii March 23. 

Any new measures will be on top of last 
year’s three million , bpd cutback deaf 
between OPEC and npn-OPEC, producers 
that failed to prevent dll prices sagging to 
'tlieif lowest levels for a quarter! of a centu- 
ry- ■. ’ \ . 

OI| prices have already gotten i. lift from 
the sighs of renewed, producer, action, , 


shooting up nearly SI Wednesday to four 
month highs above $12.50 a barrel. 

Venezuela's position Is crucial because it 
competes head-on with Saudi Arabia and 
Mexico to supply the pivotal United States 
market. 

Caracas argues that it made the biggest 
percentage cuts last year and other pro- 
ducers should now match it before 
Venezuela cuts any more. Most OPEC pro- 
ducers have only cut 8 percent or 9 percent 
of total output so far, against Venezuela’s 
15 percent sacrifice. 

Analysts say producers must remove at 
least a million bpd of .supply to make up 
for disappointing world demand growth 
and a chronic surplus of spare stored oil. 

The GCC plan Includes a proposal for 
Saudi .Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar, n on-Arab Iran and non-OPEC Oman 
to make way .for wider cuts by sharing a 1 .. 
300,000'bpd. cut to resolve a long tjispute 
. with. Tehran over its ; formal Qutput alloCa- 
i tfon.,-,. : 


US CONSUME^ 
SPENDING GO!) 
UP AGAIN 


CHANGE IN REAL WAGES AH 
SALARIES OVER A YJAR EArE! 



Hava wages peaked? 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Booming retail sales in Fehraiij pd®, 
to unexpectedly robust US economic growth, hut a record mb 
account deficit also announced Thursday cast a shadow omit, ' 
US expansion. 

US consumers dug deep into their pockets last month, dwt* 
up retail sales by 0.9 percent, the seventh consecutive mood!) 
increase. 

January sales were also revised upward to one percent from r 
initial estimate of 0.2 percent by the Commerce Department. 

Since consumer spending accounts for two -thirds of US ps 
domestic product, analysts saw the February figure as anotlw 
sign that the anticipated slowdown in US economic momrotic 
had yet to materialize. 

“The combined January and February retail sales figures r 
now so strong that even if March is zero the first quarter will shot 
a 10.8 percent annual rate of increase," said First Union did 
economist David Orr. 

“Put that on top of the 9.7 percent annualized growth in ik 
fourth quarter (of 1998) and you've got the makings of i id 
boom," he said. 

At Paribas Capital Markets, chief economist Brian Fabbri in- 
dicted first quarter gross domestic product would expand * * 
3.25 percent annual rate. 

Many analysts had foreseen growth of around two percent b 
the first three months of the year, down from 6.1 percent in the 
fourth quarter. 

But clouding the longer-term picture was another report froa 
the Commerce Department showing that the current acaw:; 
deficit, the broadest measure of US trade, surged 50 percent b 
1998 from the year before, rising to a record 233.4 billion dollars 

Though the department noted the deficit had narrowed in dw 
fourth quarter to 63.8 billion dollars from 65.7 billion in ttieihW 
trade officials warned that a shortfall in goods and services ate 
could expand dramatically this year. 

The current account deficit measures trade in goods and » 
vices along with profits made from overseas investments a« 
interest payments. 

US officials have made no secret of their mounting concw> ,) ^ 
die current account gap, fearing it will give rise to demands 
protectionism in the Congress and elsewhere, . ^ 

"While the overall economy has been doing well, 
associated with whot is going on outside our borders, T 
Secretary Robert Rubin warned in a USA Today 
Thursday. 

"That risk is going up," he said. 

US planners are particularly worried that contmulnp^ 

output In Japan and the European Union will put exc 
sure on the United States to function as .the only 
"engine" for global growth. 

For that reason, they have repeatedly urged ^ 

trading partners to stimulate their economies ahi • 
goods from emerging markets that are trying to . 

out of recession. ; ■ jiiyenby. 

Of particular concern is the menace of protecnomsjli_ ^ 
business interests and some in the US Congress wl,, 
imports as a threat to the country's prosperity. . ■ 

The Clinton administration maintains that US,^ ^ 
remain open, although It has insisted that ; ; 

International trade regulations. j off P*^ 

"If we look as If we're closing our market, that woui ^ 

tecrionlsr pressures around . the world f " Rubin .to ^ 

The current situation, in which growth is cortcen 'Aker a* 
United States, "Is not sustainable In v thp lonff*?.- 
nomically or politically," he warned, . ’ 


|ff GETS SEED MONEY FOR NEW 
Pfllb WORLD DEVELOPMENT 

YORK (AP) — Tire United envoy warns to investigate for the United Nations. * liny loans to nascent ‘businesses 

k starting a new third-world alleged widespread environmental Officials at the United Nations Watanabe said ptans are to start ii 
!Wlons . c development effort in damage in Nigeria. Development Program, the develop- Central and South America and part 

^fshlo with multinational cor- Some of the companies Involved ment arm of the United Nations, did of Africa. 

I* 01 ' ns some of which have been "are so deeply mired in these not deny that the list includes some Under the plan being considerec 

Sofhuman-rlghts or environ- human-rights and environmental corporations with negative profiles, the projects will be at minimur 
XCU ^I abuses. problems that it’s a bad choice to But they fiercely defended the pro- jointly run by corporations an 

j6 corporations have start with, if they're looking to set gram as a way for corporate bad- United Nations, and it is possibl 
paid $ 50 000 as seed money examples," said Joshua Karliner. actors to redeem themselves. that the companies will be allowe 

initiative, which critics claim executive director of the "Whether we like it or not, the to run the projects themselve: 
ni companies an easy oppor- Transnational Resource and Action global corporations are having a largely without U.N. interference, 
^iwtouse the highly valuable U.N. Center,- one of the human-rights great impact on the development of Watanabe said corporate sponsoi 
name to help build new businesses. organizations that circulated an poor countries," said Eimi will have to comply with U.I 
pie United Nations is considering internal United Nations memo Watanabe. a U.N. development poli- human-rights and environment, 
otainz a logo incorporating its describing the program. cy official. "Quite often, there have guidelines. “It would be totally coi 

unethat corporate sponsors could The list also includes other com- been negative consequences of tradictory to our mandate ... if w 
use. Piafs a powerful tool in many panies whose records in foreign those projects, and we are trying to sell the U.N. name to projects tin 
underdeveloped countries, where countries hasn’t been questioned, turn it around Into a positive don’t meet our standards," she sail 
the United Nations provides food, such as the telecommunications impact." The campaign comes as the Unite 

shelter and other basics of everyday giant AT-and-T, the Swedish cellular The new project was originally set Nations struggles to pay its debt.. 

’ nk phone maker Ericsson, and the furni- to launch this June. U has been post- The United States, Its biggest co 

Tte list Includes Dow Chemical ture maker Ikea of Denmark. poned until at least next spring, but tributor. has refused to pay ba, 

Coip, creator of the toxic defoliant Transnational charged that spon- could shape up to be much different dues because of political disagre 
Agent Orange. Dow failed to return soring companies could use the from other U.N. endeavors. ments between the Congress ai 

phone calls Thursday for comment United Nations connection to forge It will focus less on traditional, the Clinton Administration. Tl 
on the UJ4. initiative. critical local and government rela- large-scale development, like dams, United States is $ 1.3 billion 

It also Indudes Royal Dutch/Shell tionships that will make it easier for and more on education, healthcare, arrears, a sum that represents tw 
Croup, which is among the oil com- them to do future projects that helping people get access to tele- thirds of the United Nation s end 
panies that a U.N. human rights won't be under the watchful eye of phones and computers, and making debt. 


the United Nations. ' 

Officials at the United Nations 
Development Program, the develop- 
ment arm of the United Nations, did 
not deny that the list includes some 
corporations with negative profiles. 
But they fiercely defended the pro- 
gram as a way for corporate bad- 
actors to redeem themselves. 

"Whether we like it or not, the 
global corporations are having a 
great impact on the development of 
poor countries," said Eimi 
Watanabe, a U.N. development poli- 
cy official. "Quite often, there have 
been negative consequences of 
those projects, and we are trying to 
tum it around Into a positive 
impact." 

The new project was originally set 
to launch this June. U has been post- 
poned until at least next spring, but 
could shape up to be much different 
from other U.N. endeavors. 

It will focus less on traditional, 
large-scale development, like dams, 
and more on education, healthcare, 
helping people get access to tele- 
phones and computers, and making 


tiny loans to nascent ‘businesses. 
Watanabe said plans are to start in 
Central and South America and parts 
of Africa. 

Under the plan being considered, 
the projects will be at minimum 
jointly run by corporations and 
United Nations, and it is possible 
that the companies will be allowed 
to run the projects themselves, 
largely without U.N. interference. 

Watanabe said corporate sponsors 
will have to comply with U.N. 
human-rights and environmental 
guidelines. “It would be totally con- 
tradictory to our mandate ... if we 
sell the U.N. name to projects that 
don’t meet our standards," she said. 
The campaign comes as the United i 
Nations struggles to pay its debt. 

The United States, its biggest con- 1 
tributor, has refused to pay back 
dues because of political disagree- 
ments between the Congress and 
the Clinton Administration. The 
United States is $ 1.3 billion in 
arrears, a sum that represents two- 
thirds of the United Nation's entire 
debt. 





HANS El 


fRANKFURT (AFP) — Hans Eichel, who was named 
Gtmun finance minister on Friday, is an efficient 
administrator but a drab political figure, hand- 
picked to restore stability to a key post after 
“loiuhs of cabinet upheaval. 

Pragmatic, loyal and low-key, he is a striking 
antithesis to his predecessor in the federal 
finance ministry, the colorful left-winger Oskar 

hfontaine. 

f fichel has the "charisma of a noodle," the left- 
"ing dally tageszeitung once said, while the con- 
serval ' ve Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung attrib- 
“the charm of a social security civil ser- 
vant; 

He s a technocrat who is very good at master- 
wg details on any financial subject,” said Eckhard 
senior economist at the Industrial Bank 
• Japan in Frankfort. "That's something 
urontaine never was." 

Government spokesman Uwe-Karsten Heye on 
™ay said Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder had 
Dan ^ Ekhel to the ministerial job. The appoint- 
rf* WaS ”P ecte d 10 be confirmed by legislators 
^ e Sodal Democratic Party (SPD) later In the 

JU ike Lafontaine who grew up in a. Catholic 
class family, Eichei; 57, has a liberal 
^testant background. 

His father was an architect. At university he 
j, ' £ erman > P°btical science, philosophy and 
or y before becoming a high school teacher. 
g ' 5 y° ul b, he was a devout follower of 
\ ^ Adenauer, post-war Germany'^ first con- 
chancellor. • ■ • 

Demi!" ,964, aged 23 > be Joined the Social 
fll * w b en the party was headed by the 


avuncular Willy Brandt. 

In 1975, Eichel became mayor of his home town 
Kassel, and became the first city chief to strike 
deals with the ecologists to remain in power. 

In 1991, Eichel took over the Hesse state gov- 
ernment which he headed until his ouster last 
month. His downfall, in an SPD stronghold, was 
blamed on upheaval within Chancellor Gerhard 
Schfoedor's government, especially widely 
unpopular plans to refbnn Germany's 86-year-old | 
nationality laws. 

The election rout cost the leftwing parties their 
majority In the Bundesrat, the upper house of par- 
liament. and on Thursday forced the government 
to agree to a compromise In the citizenship row 
with the opposition liberal Free Democrats. 

Although he is no economic expert, Eichel 
gained high marks for his eight-year tenure in 
Hesse, in which he stimulated growth and created 
Jobs. 

He Is likewise able to grasp facts quickly. He 
Impressed the political establishment with quick- 
ly-attained knowledge during a parliamentary 
debate on a VAT Increase last March, Schulte said. 

Eichel had taken over as the SPD's finance poll- ; 
cy coordlhator in the Bundesrat Just seven months 
previously. :.-IJ 

"My numbers always add up," Eichel has repeat- 
edly said. ; 

But analysts said another key Is Eichel’s sense of 
loyalty. Unllkd Lafontairie, they said, he Wpuld 

never jostle Sqhroede'r, for power, r ■ - ; ■' 

Eiche|,whotf also ameYnberofthe SPD'jsteer: 
ing committee. 1$ married to a Journalist;. fhe.cou- 
. iple have two' children. >;• ' V 


FRANKFURTER) — Germany's Industry, politi- 
cians, media, and economists are oh the. record 
vylth the following do's and' don'ts for the new 
German finance minister. Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder on Friday proposed that outgoing 
Hesse Ptem|er • Hans^Eichel should get the job 
arter pskiir Ufontairte]? ^ surprise resignation. ‘ 

* '/?•! ‘ V * /'-‘v 7 

: Don't try W influence the monetary policy orthe 

iwef^pmiain^wte);; : 

- Don’i pUNde' cMfrehcy ^ bqndsi (ECB; President 

Wlm Dt|lsepbergj“ ; ; £ Vi ; £-V . . • v” S' : 

Don’t, try to . fake center' stage; awfiy from the 


v r.w •* < 7< « ’ j 

Iriwrance^ ■& j»W M'JP’:? ' ' * 


Mai 

- , ■ V! r •• j "r 
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WHAT ARE 

cluster 

headaches! 




t,p 2 L 

th'eW' 

DAY;**! 


BANANA LAYER CAKE 



Makaa 12 servings 
Nutrient value per serv- 
ing: 

Calories: 436 
Protein: 4g 
Pat: 27g 

Carbohydrate] 4Sg 
Sodium: 264mg 
Cholesterol: 90mg 

Ingredients: 

2 cups cake flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
I teaspoon baking soda 
1/2 teaspoon salt 

1 1/4 cups sugar 

2/3 cup solid vegetable shorten- 
ing 

2 eggs 

1 cup mashed ripe banana 

1 teaspoon vanilla 
. 1/3 cup milk 

2 cups heavy cream, whipped 
2 bananas, peeled and sliced, 

to decorate , v 


1. Pre-heat oven to moderate 
at 350 degrees centigrade. 
Crease and' flour two 9-inch 
round cake pans. 

2. Stir together flour, baking 
powder, baking soda and salt in 
medium-size bow). 

3. '; Beat together sugar and 
shortejjing in large bowl until 


well combined. Beat in eggs, 
mashed banana and vanilla. 
Beat in flour mixture. Then 
beat in milk. Pour batter into 
prepared pans, dividing equally. 

4. Bake in pre-heated oven 
For 30 to 35 minutes or until 
wooden pick inserted in center 
of cakes comes out clean. Cool 
cakes in pans on wire racks 10 


minutes. Remove cakes from 
pans to racks to cool completely. 

5. Place one cake layer i 
serving plate. Cover with 2/3 
cup whipped cream and half 
the banana slices. Top will: sec- 
ond cake layer. Frost outside of 
cake with whipped cream. 
Decorate with remaining 
banana slices. 


of ten sufferers are jrigniiftjny 
are heavy smokers'/ and 
drinkers. Cluster h^adaciw? . 
come in group*, ityfjlaiiy at 
the same tlme:^ach^ay.and 
last for day?. Weefcv or 
months, then dlsjppjftc for 
months or years. . 

Symptonis inciude b': grddeti 
series of exoudating heprjacha 
on one side ofthehejjd; Other 
symptoms on the Rajnfci.sWe 
may include 'a stuffed, runny 
a droopy eyelid and a 
watery eye. A typical attack 
lasts 15 minutes to - three 
hours. 

Treatment sometimes Involves 
inhaling pure oxygen at the fire 
sign to stop the headache. 
Some people gain relief by 
applying a local anesthetic in 
the nostril on the affected 
side, or taking the drug suma- 
triptan. Drugs such as ergota- 
miite and verapamil can help 
prevent the headaches. 

Quit smoking and don't 
drink while you’re having the 
headaches. Also avoid high 
stress or strenuous exertion 
during these periods. 

However, don't overdo h with 

the painkillers. Maly P®pk "i 1 * 1 
chronic headaches suffer fteia 
analgesic rebound, a phenom- 
enon hi which pain returns 
possibly worse than berore. 
after the analgesic wears °* 
Unaware that this can happs 
sniTorets pop more paWqUss- 1 
can take months to ** 
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HEARTBURN OR 
ATTACK? 


rtbum can feel like heart 
pain because it strikes in the 
of your heart. But while a 
leait attack Is typically 
teoibed as a crushing, viselike 
chest pain, heartburn really 
foes bum. With a heart attack, 
pain can radiate to the neck 
and one or both arms. 
Heartburn is felt in the chest 
and sometimes the throat. You 
nay have an add taste in the 
back of your mouth, along with 
hoarseness. 



Getting lienrt bum may be a 
matter of a weak valve that 
leaves the gullet exposed to 
acid for prolonged periods, or 
you may have developed a her- 
nia, a condition in which the 
upper part of the stoinadi 
squeezes through a hole in the 
diaphragm, making it easier for 
acid to splash up into the 
esophagus. More simply, the 
contents of your stomach may 
be particularly acidic, or the lin- 
ing of your esophagus may just 


be very sensitive. 

Drugs are not necessarily 
the only solution. 
Sometimes all you need is 
a glass of water to rinse 
acid off the esophagus. If 
that's not enough, experts 
suggest giving up common 
heartburn triggers: garlic, 
onions, peppeiminr, choco- 
late, fatty foods, alcohol 
and coflee. And don't go 
to bed right after dinner. 




tadpil; (UP1) — Evidence that 
ilousaridi /.of diabetics in 
Mwln. may ' have suffered a 
deterioration in their health 
fom.syntheric insulin has been 
withheld ”.by the British 
Diabetics Association, whose 
role Is to advise patients and to 
protect their Interests. 

The evidence was con- 
Uinied. (ii a report commis- 
the association and 
^ttfslx years ago, which 
Wihted-. dangers faced by 
abouf /IQ per cent of the 
I5WHJ0 diabetics in their care 
H b?:hpd-:been switched from 
J^wWonal, animal-derived 
JWllik to- ; synthetic human • 

of those adversely 
f^fW^gah, without warn- 
Into comas, known to 
dieses as hypoglycoemic 
Wdes or '’hypos’'. 

*** stiffened severe injuries ns 
few crashed their cars 
S^beHewd tiiey would 
23“ tyl they not been re* 
^Jheyiay unconscious. 

15 -000>eo- 
these syinp- 
^.MQUse they are Injecting 
WJWS,- twice, a day with 

®^ Bynofsu,tlh0m - 
Tgfe* are unaware 
*pr jiaye failed -* 
jjiatiehte back, on 
&&rause' jhey do 


added that the association had the association that looked into 
published a report. The Insulin the side effects of synthetic 
Debate, which dealt with die human insulin, 
issues, continued to keep mem- He told the Guardian: "The 
bers informed of developments association has failed in its duty 

and campaigned to keep animal to protect and represent the 

insulin available to sufferers. interests of diabetics by not 

Synrlietic insulin is maim- publishing the committee's 
factured by two major drug findings in full." 


companies, the Danish Novo 


"Other doctors who under- 


Nordisk and US giant Elli Lilly. stai)( j t |-|| s j ssue have been qui- 

Neither company accepts that M|y sw|tching some p , til , nt5 

tile synthetic version has nega- . , „ ...... ■ . . 

, ir . back to animal insulin to avoid 

Live effects. , , . , , _ 

The report was compiled lh,f P roblems »uUliousands of 

following 3,000 letters of com- P e ople are suffering from lack 

plaint over a period of two of choice because neither they, 

years about the new insulin nor their doctors, are aware, of 

from members of tiie associa- what may.have caused the dete- 

tion. The letters gave harrow- rioratlon in their condition, 
tug accounts of liow lives had 
deteriorated after being 
switched to synthetic human 

• II <• m - rlenced the dramatic negati 

insulin, bight out of 10 of a 
somple of the complainants 
examined by Independent W. switched to the synthetic 

researchers said they could no version. . ; Before synthetic 

longer control their symptoms ; human ji jsu |lii .vy$ 1 ntrqduced 
and had lost warning signs that | n < the ‘early. 1^^; atburid, 
they were about to lapse into. jgo.OOff ditabet 
comas. The main contusions 
from- tire letters -> yMUmim 

were; • e‘“ ; V*- * 

Half the patleritt.Mylci. - 
warning af pSsSlnjj 'oi)t/YUIth,7r 
hypos once Jn the pev-’ ' 

, : A : 

oplsodes \ye'tei^re,|f&|l)eti 

and one.ln'.l^3% ” 
more sevjdrtf "" 


complaints, it commisioned 
two independent researchers. 
Hazel Matthews and Natasha 
Posner, to analyse some of the 
letters. Their report cOhduded 
lliat many patients were suffering 
potentially dangerous reactions. 

A fuller report ordered from 
Dr Posner concluded that doc- 
tors and specialists had failed 
to listen to patients and the 
very real distress and danger- 
ous symptoms they had record- 
ed had been largely ignored. 
The report was due. to be pub- 
lished in the British Medical 
Journal In 1993 but was with- 
drawn. 

The Diabetic Association's 
journal, Balance, subsequent 


ly produced a supplement. 
The Insulin Debate, in which 
some of the problems of syn- 
thetic insulin were discussed. 
Mr O'Neill said the BDA con- 
tinued to educate doctors 
and health professionals of 
the need to give diabetics the 
option of using animal 
insulin. He said: “The i 
sage of the Posner report 
right, it was just too alarmist, 
but it is a message we have 
disseminated and it is a mes- 
sage we are still trying to get 
out. We have campaigned to 
stop animal insulin being 
withdrawn.' 1 




DEAR DR. GOTO I'm a public 
school teacher of fifth grade 
students. I am sometimes 
astounded at the way my col- 
leagues handle children who 
ask to go to the bathroom 
during class. Often their 
requests are refused or the 
youngsters are made to sit, 
even though they are uncom- 
fortable. In a few instances, 
such children have actually 
been punished. 

I consider this unhealthy. In 
my opinion, children should 
be allowed to relieve them- 
selves and not to equate 
urgency with something 
"bad." Am I over-reacting? 
DEAR READER: Not at all. In 
fact, you raise a very important 
issue. Too often in a classroom 
setting, students’ requests to go 
to die bathroom are incorrectly 
perceived by teachers as being 
frivolous, disruptive and arbi- 
CLTiry. I agree with you riiat this 
attitude is wrong and sliould be 
corrected. Moreover, from a 
medical standpoint, studies 
have shown that there are seri- 
ous consequences from this 
behavior. Girls are far more like- 
ly to develop bladder and uri- 
nary problems: both boys and 
girls this age can become con- 
stipated, leading to soiling and 
abnormal dilatation of die lower 
colon. Finally, children who 
‘Twve to go" are often so dis- 
tracted diat they are unable to 
learn. 

Most medical specialists rightly 
condemn the practice of making 
children wait to relieve them- 
selves. Teachers who embrace 
dlls philosophy ought to be 
ashamed. School is tough 
enough without this unneces- 
sary physical burden. 

DEAR DR. GOTO What is 
Graves' disease ? 

DEAR READER: Graves' disease is 
a form of excess thyroid-hor- 
mone production that causes 
protuberant eyes, as well as 
the usual signs .of hypetthy-, 
roidism, including nervousness 
weight loss, rapid pulse and heat 
intolerance. It Is more common In 
women and tends to occur 
betsrieenthe ages of 20 and 40, 
Experts are not certain why this 
type' of liyperthyioidism affect? 
the eyqs. In Graces' disease, the 
excess hormone' stimulates- die 
■ ’fatty tissue behind ohe or both 
eyes tq gpow.This enlargement 
pii^W d* eyes out of their 
.sockets, giving die pop-eyed 
appearance so characteristic of 
the disorder. -A, vV-v: '• * 







TECHNOLOGY IN BRIEF 








REDWOOD SHORES, California — Oracle, a leading 
computer software and database provider, on Thursday 
reported third-quarter earnings of $293 million dol- 
lars, a 36 percent jump over the same period a year 
earlier. Earnings per share in the quarter that ended 
February 28 were 20 cents, one cent better than mar- 
ket expectations and compared to 14 cents in the third 
quarter of the company’s fiscal year 1998. Earnings per 
share were adjusted to reflect a stock split in February 
1999. Revenue in the quarter increased 19 percent to 
$2,079 billion from $1,749 billion. Oracle reported 
continued growth in North and South Americas and in 
Europe, the Middle East and Africa and a significant 
improvement in Asia-Pacific. Revenue was up 17 per- 
cent over the third quarter last year in North and South 
America, 20 percent in Europe, the Middle §ast and 
Africa and 25 percent in Asia-Pacific — Agence France 


TOKYO — More than 70 percent of Japan's 1 ,533 finan- 
cial institutions have completed procedures to head off 
possible niillenium bug computer glitches, an official 
report said Friday. The percentage stood at 73 percent 
at the end of last December, up 21 points from the end 
of September, according to a survey conducted by the 
financial supervisory agency. Older computer systems . 
are feared to break down at the dawn of the millenni- 
um as they are not programmed to differentiate 
between 2000 and 1900. The survey also showed that 
56 percent of the financial institutions had completed 
tests to see if the reprogrammed systems are set to 
beat the so-called Y2K problem. The agency expected 
almost all of the financial institutions — 1,091 deposit- 
taking institutions, 109 insurance companies and 333 
brokerages — to modify and test their computer sys- 
tems byjune to overcome the Y2K problem. It plans to 
take disciplinary action, such as suspension of business 
operations, on any financial institution whose comput- 
er systems are not Y2K compliant by the end of June — 
Agence France Presse. 


10,000 COULD BE 
DOW JONES' Y2K 


LONDON (R) — Investors will be cracking 
open the champagne later on Friday if the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average bursts 
through 10,000, but their glee will be 
shortlived if this historic moment causes 
computers to crash or triggers rogue buy or 
sell program. 

The New York Stock Exchange closed yes- 
terday at a record high, as excitement over 
the robust U.S. economy hurled the Dow 
Jones Index within striking distance of 
10 , 000 . 

The Dow ended more than 210 points 
higher at 9.0440897. 

But experts point out that some comput- 
er program might literally be unable to han- 
dle the euphoria of 10,000 on the Dow. 

Systems designed to handle only the four 
digits up to 9,999 may read the fifth digit in 


10,000 incorrectly. If the Dow Jones closes 
at 10,201, some computers could read this 
as 201 or 10,201. This has the potential to 
either freeze systems or trigger automatic 
sell program. 

Many brokerage systems have pre-set 
percentage movement triggers, which sus- 
pend trading when limits are breached. 

In May 1998, when the Dow Jones Index 
moved into the 9,000s. U.S. technology 
research firm Gartner Group warned its 
clients that this was a potential problem. 

Andy Kyte, Gartner Year 2000 analyst, 
said because of the wide publicity when 
this advice was given, many financial trad- 
ing organizations took action to avoid dam- 
age. 

“If none had said anything then and the 
Dow had hit 10,000 several large organiza- 


rions would have had a brief period of sig- 
nificant loss of IT (Information technology) 
systems which they need for trading," Kyte 
told Reuters on Friday. 

“The question is, is it possible that there 
are some residual problems. Whether they 
took the warning and didn't do a sufficient- 
ly exhaustive job; or they ignored the warn- 
ings. On balance there will be small number 
of residual problems," Kyte said. 

"If the Dow hits 10,000 champagne corks 
will be popping but IT managers In large 
trading organizations will be keeping their 
champagne on ice for an hour or so while 
they check their automated trading sys- 
tems," Kyte said. 

The London Stock Exchange declined to 
comment, on the possibility of any distor- 
tions to trading. 


STAR WARS TRAILER HITS WEB 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Apple . 
Computer Inc. and Lucasfilms 
teamed up to put a dip of the new 
"Star WfeijC’ movie onto the Internet 
Thursday, In what Apple Chairman 
Steve Jobs said might be "die biggest 
video downloading event ever on 
the Web." 

The two minute and 30second 
dip, whidi can be found at Apple’s 
site at http7Avwwjpple.com or at 
Lucasfilms' http7Www.starwars.corn, 
amounts to a "Wfeb sneak preview" 
of die trailer diet will be shown at 
movie theatres this weekend for die 
new fUm "Star \Afera Episode One: 
Tie Phantom Menace." 

The preview for* Apple, is a chance 
to demonstrate the quality of its 
QuickTime III video player software, 
following a bumpy ride for Internet 
video as an art form. 

Most recently Victoria Secret’s lin- 
gerie shops ran a live fashion show ‘ 
on the Internet, which was adver- 
tised heavily In newspapers and on 
the Super Bowl telecast but became 
atedinlcal failure as lew were able to 
reach the heavily hlt-upon Web site, 

Tlie fashion show, though, used 
"streaming video," which Is 


analagous to traditional broadcasting 
in that it uses a live feed sent to view 
ers who “tune" their browser to a 
site. But streaming video Is subject to 
technical limitations, including poor 
picture quality and the ability to 
reach only a limited number of users. 

The download method Apple Is 
usbrg requires users to go to a site 
themselves and download a file, but 
it gives a better picture quality and 
can accommodate many more users. 

“WfeVe added network capacity to 
handle die traffic we expect,” Jobs 
said in an Interview. "Wfe’re anticipat- 


ing 10 million downloads. It’s likely 
to be the biggest video downloading 
event ever on the V\feb." 

Tire biggest so far was U.S. 
President Bill Clinton's testimony 
released last September over die 
Internet during the Starr probe, 
which led to 20 million to 30 million 
hits at a variety of Wfeb sites, accord- 
ing to the Wired News online news 
service. 

Jobs is a mogul in both movies and 
computers, owing to his chairman- 
ship oFboth Apple Gomputer Corp. 
and computer animation studio 


Pixar Animation Studios Inc, wtikh 
produced 'Toy Story" and “A Bug's 
Life." 

Me said Lucas’s decision to release 
tire trailer through Apple’s Quicklime 
format was an endorsement of 
Apple's video tedwology. Jobs sad 
Apple is releasing an updated 
Quiddmc for video streaming later 
this yeac 

Lucasfilms director of maiteting 
Jim Wind said, “Lucas wants to main- 
tain high quality and our fans are 
very important to us, whidi Is why 
we those QuickTime.." 


I-STAR-WAIU- 


mww.s<qrwaFS- con1 J 




'FREEDOM' KEYWORD FOR 
IIS PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Flashy 
Internet sites are now consid- 
tittf a campaign must for airy 
xfious White House candidate, 
though experts predict they 
won’t bring in much cash or 
change voters' minds. 

Once a novelty among a few 
gber-sawy politicians, today 
every likely Republican and 
Democratic hopeful is either 
already campaigning on the 
Internet's World Wide Web or 
hss site under construction. 

Most of the home pages fea- 
ture photos of a candidate in 
baby-kissing mode, on the cam- 
paign trail, backdropped by an 
American flag and captioned 
with an upbeat message. 

’freedom" is the key word on 
die home page for Republican 
Senator John McCain, who talks 
about his live years as a Vietnam 
primner of war and the need to 
duke off government regula- 
tion. 

Former vice president Dan 
Qayle offers an elaborate photo 
montage so voters can see the 
candidate "up dose, from years 
campaigning with President 
(Gecrge| Bush to those spent as a 
Wng father and husband." 

The two early favorites Vice 
faddent Al Gore and Texas 
Governor George W. Bush have 
to set up their campaign 
relying for now on their 
^o^at drab official govern- 
ment sites. 

Kabeth Dole, the wife of 


President Bill Clinton’s 1996 
foiled challenger, announced her 
bid Wednesday and lias also 
gone “interactive" She provides 
a "customized" page option for 
Web surfers who want to know 
her positions on specific issues. 

That's just the kind of Innova- 
tive direction candidates must 
go to maximize the Vtfeb's bene- 
fits, according to George 
Washington University professor 
of political management Michael 
Cornfield. 

The Web is a good place to 
mobilize volunteers from among 
voters who are already interest- 
ed but too busy to go down to 
campaign headquarters, he says. 

"If I can show my support 
without having to leave my warm 
kitchen, that’s going to be, as 
they say In the military, a 'force 
multiplier,"' says Cornfield. 

He noted that US voter par- 
ticiption has been in decline for 
decades and expressed hope 
that Web sites will boost interest 
and turnout. 

The Web can also save huge 
sums by providing the media 
with information, alerting sup- 
porters to rallies they can attend 
and allowing them to send elec- 
tronic post cards to invite their 
friends. 

Ex-pro wrestler and action- 
movic actor Jesse Ventura won 
his bid for Minnesota governor 
using the Web as Ills sole cam- 
paign headquarters. 

But tlie Web is not so good for 


fund raising or for persuading 
the undecided, according to 
Cornfield. 

"People don't open their pock- 
etbooks unless there is actually 
some live human contact, either 
a voice on the phone or a hand- 
shake," he says. 

That may be possible once the 
Web becomes more interactive 
by merging with the telephone 
and television, the sort of direc- 
tion Dole's page is headed. 

Cornfield says the Web’s other 
shortcoming is that it can’t reach 
undecided voters. 

"Tlie beauty of the Web is that 
they can't intrude on your 
space,” he says. "Access Is in con- 
trol of the user and not the 
sender." 

Clyde Wilcox, also with 
Georgetown University, is even 
less optimistic about the Web’s 
ability to electrify the electorate. 

“The vast majority of voters 
are not surfing presidential Web 
pages,” he says. "In the grand 
scheme of things it’s not going 
to have an enormous amount of 
influence." 

But he does believe the Web 
may add some substance to the 
nation's political discourse. 

"What voters are seeing on 
the television is 30 second spot 
at most, and that 30 second spot 
is a lot of visuals and very little 
text. What is often on the Web 
pages are longer position papers 
on particular issues." he said. 

Going on line is not without 


risks, however. 

Jokesters and political foes 
have set up bogus sites that look 
like a candidates' page but poke 
fun at them or misrepresent their 
positions. 

One particularly nasty exam- 


ple is the fake White House page 
— which used the suffix .com 
instead of .gov. 

It serves up a pornographic 
page that features nude "White 
House interns” and “First 
Ladies" in compromising posi- 


tions. 

Tlie page does carry the some- 
what unnecessary disclaimer: 
"We are in no way endorsed by 
or associated with the US gov- 
ernment. You must be 18 years 
or older to enter this site." 


i! I >! 17T nT?Tl 


WASHINGTON (R) — House 
Republicans on Thursday glee 
fully pounced on 
President Al Gore’s televised 
remark that he had raken "the 
initiative in creating the 
Internet." 

"If the vice president c 
ed the Internet, then I created 
the Interstate highway sys 
tern," House Majority Leader 
Dick Armey. a Texas 
Republican, said in a state 
ment. 

"When historians write 
about the Internet, I don't 
think they’ll put the vice presi 
dent in the same category 
Thomas Edison." 

In an interview shown 
CNN on Tuesday, Gore 
asked about his vision and his 
experience and he mentioned 
that while he served in 
Congress, "I took the initiative 
in creating the Internet." 

Florida Republican 

Representative Mark Foley 
said in a statement: "The vice 
president is mistaken. The 



only thing he has 
ed is another tax. He did noT 
invent the Internet but he sure 
did tax it." 

The Internet has its origins 
in U.S. defence research in the 
1960s, although it has only 
become widely available in the 


past few years. 

Although Gore may nor have 
actually invented the Internet, 
his interest in high technology 
and his advocacy of linking 
schools to the Internet has 
earned him the nickname 
"techie-in-chief." 
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NET ROBS DICTATORSHIPS OF THEIR POWER 


Internet means the end of cen- 
I tenlilp, s conference on guerrilla 
•journalism was told on lliesday. 

has never been a successful 
™"Pt to censor the Net. It Is very dlf- 
1 to remove something once It Is 
Jt e ' Mi<1 Mam Powell, a vice presl- 
®®tof the Freedom Forum (wwwXree- 
tn.org), a us foundation pro- 
r~n* Gwdom of expression, at an 
ad gat ' le ring of Journalists 
t®™.i pub ^ s ^ ers I" the forum's 
^^ndon. Authoritarian regimes 
between censorship and 
Powell noted. "More and 
« ' ' development that Is winning. 
Dkl nl ,0 . testrict Information but 
arts **** access t0 data for busl- 

*™pment- which makes cen- 

T^ch more difficult." 
dtoSl? 6oni ar °und the World 


fcakJJ* p0Wer oF the Net in resist- 
P* 8 to control the flow of infor- 


mation. Babafemi Ojudu, a Nigerian 
newspaper editor, turned his laptop Into 
a mobile newsroom, travelling from one 
hiding place to another and filing stories 
to tlie Internet after tlie printed version 
or his paper was suppressed 1# the 
country's former regime. 

In the Middle East, Journalists from 
several countries are cooperating in a 
site for. .. unecrisored .' news 
(www.amin.orgj, bnpud Kuttab, ■ .a 
Palestinian journalist, said: "The re, Is a 
problem of censorship of local neW$,but 
papers can cover news of other Arab 
countries. Our>h .ls.to break foe cen- 
sorship of focal neJws by getting 1 
Jordanian news, for example, from Syria 
or Palestine," 'Vi 
: The site allots Journalists to 
exchange stories ^bbut each other s ■ 
countries. .Some joy ma lists 9 ho- -file 
uncensored versions- oftheft Stories ,cb 


with the printed versions. "FOr the first 
time tlie traditional censorship of news- 
papers arriving across borders is becom- 
ing useless and worthless," Kuttab said. 

Broadcasters faced with censorship 
are also turning to the Internet. The 
Yugoslavian radio station, B92 
(www.b92eng.dpennet.oig), had Its 
transmitter shut down, but continued ' 
putting out audio programs - often 
derived from smuggled cassettes - over 
the! Internet. As a safeguard against sab- 
otage, 1 it has three mirror sites; 1 In the 
US, foe Netherlands, and die Balkans. 

Some of the new possibilities opened 
up by^the Internet can be seen on a 
Gibraltar Web site (www.frontfer.gib- 
netigi], ; which has four, Jive cameras * 

1 probably costing no more than 1 $50 each 
t dociirpenting' hold-ups at the border, 
-jPoWell' said: "TTiInk of the applications, 
•foi] CQUld Sls> ; use them '.To njonifof 
ce threatened with 


attack, and so on.” 

^he Spanish authorities have now 
blocked one of the cameras by putting 
up a screen in front of it, but other gov- 
ernments have found more sophisticat- 
ed ways of fighting back. 

Internet users In lUnisia who look up 
www.amhesty.otg, for example, are like- 
ly to be directed to a site resembling 
that of Amnesty International, the 
agency that campaigns, for human 
rights; But instead of seeing data docu- ’ 
mentlng’ the; country's poor record In 
foe field, they \yill be offered descrip- 
tlpnsof the Tunisian government’s 1 won- 
derful achievements in human rights. 

'■* V Bogus press releases are another ploy. " 
Several organizations, Including 
Apinesty and the American Association:. 

• for thq- Advancement of Science, now 
r Indude dlgitd. signatures on emailed' 
press releases, s6 that they : cart be 
: authenticated. - v. '- v 


Many authoritarian regimes restrict 
Internet access by allowing only one 
(state-controlled) service provider, and 
often charge prices that are beyond the 
reach of all but businesses and a wealthy 
elite. The alternative for users Is to dial 
up a service in a nearby country, which 
is also expensive. 

• But whatever barriers they erect, ulti- . 
mately there is no way to stop w£b 
Information reaching any corner of the 
world, The big question is how much of 
It actually • filters through to a Wider 
audience, * ' •_ . ■ ,* 

One view is that die Information will 
get through if ft is important enough* To 
beat the cehspr you need pnly orie Web. , 
brtWjjgr. with printer. 
jW arr.ayvfiiljpt gf 
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15:00 Discovery Profile Series 
1 6:00 Discovery Profile SerleB 
17:00 Discovery Profile Series 
1 8:00 Discovery Profile Series 
19:00 Wild Discovery 
20:00 Discovery Showcase 
21 :00 Science Frontiers 
22:00 Discovery Profile Series 
23:00 Go For Itl 
00:00 Lonely Planet 
01 :00 Wild Discovery 


04:00 The Secret 

World Of Alex Mack 

04:30 Mowgll 

05:00 Mighty Max 

05:30 Rocko's Modern Life 

06:00 Real Monsters 

06:30 Doug 

07:00 Arthur 

07:30 Wlmzle's House 

08:00 Blues Clues 

00:30 The Busy World Of 

Richard Scarry 

09:00 Mr Men 

09:05 Mr Men 

09:10 Mr Men 

09:16 Magic Mountain 

09:30 The Dlgswell Dog Show 

09:46 Little Hippo 

10:00 Arthur 

10:30 Hey Arnold 

11:00 Catdog 

11:30 Rugrata 

12:00 Kenan & Kel 

1 2:30 The Secret World 01 I 

Alex Maok 

13:00 Doug 

13:30 Rocko’s Modern Life 
14:00 Real Monsters 
14:30 Hey Arnold 
16:00 Rugrats 
15:30 Catdog 
16:00 Kenan & Kel 
16:30 Mowgll. 




Rock Show-Slayer 
Special 

04:00 VH1 Late Shift 
OftOO Braakfaal In Bed 
11:00 Greatest Hta Ot:The Mmlea 
11:18 Talk Music 
1 200 Something For The Weekad 
1 3:00 The VH1 Classic Chart 
1400 Ten Ol The Best Gloria Estsfan 
1 5:00 Greatest Hits Of..: aplce Gib 
15: IB Pop-Up Video- Madonna 
16:00 American Ciassk: 

17:00 Album Chart Show 
1&00 Rock 'N' Rod Mothers Weeten 
2000 Behkid The Muato-Madcnra 
21 :18 VHI To 1 : Whitney Houston 
22:00 The VH1 Disco Party 
23:00 The Kate & Jono Show 
00.00 Bob Mis' Bg KTb 
01:00 VHI Sptca 


07:30 Local New* 
07t35 Perspectives 
08;00 Link with 
Ch.l for the News 


01:00 International 
01:46 Cfnema 
02:05 Europeans 
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' ' sensc tr0l| ble just beneath your surface, and You have a waywkh words, and you are able to 

^ ^ ' r ^' s 8' ves others the feeling that you are danger- persuade even the most skeptical that your ideas 

B dny, yc u have a vivid imagi- ous at times. Indeed, you can be. but who's not? really do have something going for them, and you 
nation, but your view of the harsh At least you are usually selF-destructive, and you are quick and eager to prove it with your actio ns I 

realities of the world are likely to resist any kind of temptation to lash out at oth- You have a special knack for writing “love letters." 

stifle your creativity at times, or at ers. When you have it all "together." you can be Also bom on this date are: Glenne Headly, 
the very least, cast a darker hue on remarkably successful in any endeavor that actress; Neil Sedaka, singer-songwriter; L. Ron 

yP Ll . r - creativc d0in gs- There is a requires yo u to be "in touch". Hubbard, author. 
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PISCES 

(Frt. i )^March20): 

You inhay be acting in 
a Miner that Is unbe- 
toailngfbydurposi- 
poitorcurrent status. 
Kbw la.not iha time to 
liy to fit) pontoons 
elae’s shoes. 


ARItvS 

(March 21-Aprilig): 

Focus today on domes- 
tic affairs. Thera is 
much you can accom- 
plish around the house, 
so devote your energies 
to organization and 
entertainment. 


You better know the dif- 
ference between fact 
and flollon today, or you 
batter be willing to 
leem, a.s.a.pl The 
game has already 
begunl 


Your khack for getting In 
and staying out of trou- 
ble may desert .you. 
briefly during midday, - 
giving you cause for 
concern. Be conserva- 
tive today. 


CANCER 

(Juiiatffi-July S>2): 

Though marty may con-' 

, slder you to be an 
"expert, 1 : yob know that 
you have much nribre to 
learn before you are fully 
comfortable In your cur- 
rent situation. 


LEO 

(July ?,3-Aii(J.2HJ , 

This Is a good dky to 
break (torn routine, to : 
get but. and about, raid 
to enjoy all that your 
surroundings have to 
offer. Don't miss out! / 


MU IAN 

PRID.&TIIUR, .l:l)()-5:(l() | 

c:ai jtria 2 


VIRGO lIJilis'sn 

; (jug. 23-Sopt. 22): (Sopl KJ Ciol. JO); 

The reality of your pre- You may resent being 
sent situation may not told what to do today, 
li|ll|l live bp to your but now Is not the time 

Hpecwtoos. Still, you to rebel in any way. 
can prove you know Patience and coopera- 
te 10 "make the best tion are essential at this 
• of III" lime. 


OCOtlMO 

(Out. SM-Nuv. HI) 


siAtarr iariiio CAraioui im AQiwmjy 

(Nov.i2?-l)nn. 21): (Doo. 22-,lfui. Ill): (Jon 2(l-l : i,b. Ip): 


You'll want to be noticed You run the risk ol Avoid being showy, Don't take things too 
wherever you go today, becoming overly involved flashy, or overly dramat- personally today. If 
In the end, however, you today. The dangers are Ic today. Now Is the you're not sure you 

may attract the wrong very real if your menial time to assume a more should be offended, 


kind of attention If you’re and physical fuel 
not carslull reserves begin to n 


and physical fuel . quiet, accepting and then give the other guy 
reserves begin to ran cooperative demeanor, a "break." If so, react 
low. accordingly. 



IT CERTAINLY WASN'T PUPPY LOVE 

A Broomfield, Ohio, woman... angered by the deaths of several puppies given 
away last month by a local per store... is working toward stricter laws to limit 
the number of animals such businesses can keep. On Feb. 4th, Classic Pets 
gave away about 80 puppies alter five died at the store. Owners blamed, the deaths 
on exposure to Insulation, and decided to give the animals away because they did- 
n'r want to sell pets that might be unhealthy. Yvonne Mosley got Involved after a 
puppy her brother got from the business died. State Representative Tom Plant of 
Nederland promised to consider filing a bill to restrict the number or animals a pet 
store can keep. 


TAKING CHRISTIAN LEARNING 
TO THE GAMBLIN.G CAPITAL 

D enver's 122-year-old Catholic college, Regis University, is going to Las Vegas. A 
satellite campus is planned for the Nevada boom town to open this summer. The 
dean of Regis' School For Professional Studies says the move to America's adult 
playground is a natural because Las Vegas has die fastest-growing population in rite coun- 
try and the local University of Nevada has no sizable adult learning programs. Regis has 
campdses in Denver, Fort Collins. Colorado Springs and Boulder. 


FINALLY, A SOLUTION! 

a 15-year-old murder mystery has been laid to rest with the conviction of a 
am woman who pretended to- love the elderly victim before having him killed for 
4T%his money in Pontiac, Michigan. •' 

A jury in suburban Detroit has found Debra Lynn Starr guilty of first-degree mur- 
der in the 1 984 amfjusfi shooting of Paul Llngnau on his 63rd birthday. 

Proscutors and police credit a focal newsman for helping them solve the case ; A1 
Koski covered and then pursued the Case pn hisrown for 1 5 years, tracking down wit- 
nesses and evqn digging through garbage for evidence. 

■ Police are still looking for the alleged triggerman, Starr's ex-lover. Steveh Steiner. 
:They.say tie'ttgot Llngnau five times outside hijf Royal Oak. Mich., apartment build- 
jngwitha;.45 (fallber pistol. ; ' '• V 

• The Jury deiifcierated Starts case for less than eight hours. She faces a mandatory 
;life'in prisprt wfifhouLparole, and Will be sentenced March 31.; ]. ■ 


DANCE 
WITH ME 

3: 30/6:3 0/8:30/1 0:T() | 

GALLERIA 1 


MT 


VUST/T MU',’]./;: 

A 

PERFECT’ 

MURDER 

6:30/8:30/1 0:45 
O ALTER I A 2 

CAI.i.l R!,\ 
PHONE 503470/ j 
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II CROSSWORD PUZZLEl 


alternative 

14 Edmonton 
hockey 
team 

15 African 
lend 

IB Chalice 

17 But, to 
BrutUB 

18 Calendar 
abbr. 

20 Dloceae 

21 Cupid's 
alias 

23 Superlative 
suffix 

24 Carry 

25 Water drain 

27 Blemishes 

29 Nettle 

31 Printer's 
measures 

32 Hawaii's 
Mauna — 

33 Legal 
matter 

34 Hotel 
customers 

37 Totals 

40 Academic 
subjects 


41 Mortar tray 
43 Consumes 

45 AFL'a 
partner 

46 Caustic 
substance 

47 Tattletale 
4B Complain 
61 Betty of 

pinups 

64 Show 
plainly 

65 Shoelace 

56 Time of 


HIIU1LUI HUBEI 

Muuuiua Hrjuayu 
QHiaaaia uquiiueu 
aaa heu uhhh 

UULOLJIIUIU 

autasti Huia mara 
hejbosh hqebhs 
LBrntiUHHj isuiaBuu 

ana mum cihuiih 

I'iUMBlilMU 

Hiiim uu@ hbgj 

MlilULlMU DQEHllia 
QUI9FJUB atlHIElEiLJ 


1 Put out the 
fire - 

2 Fred of 
kldvld 

3 Fire- 
fighting aid 

4 Fish part 

5 Boy 

6 Ray 

7 Aggressive 
person 

8 — de 
Janeiro 

9 Vestment 
10 Former 

veep 

Rockefeller 


11 Haile 

12 Lauder of 
cosmetics 

IB Navy ship 
prefix 

22 Expresses 
content- 
merit 
24 Flimsy 
paper 
26 Exports 
28 Iowa State 
locals 
30 Actress 
Turner 
34 Lament 
3fi Ideal place 
36 Chinese 
sauce 

38 Sculptor's 


atone 

39 Less 
freah 

40 Surface 
measures 

42 Palpter of 
ballerinas 

44 Keeps 
In the 
manuscript 

49 These 
holding 
office 

50 SgL, for 
one 

52 — Tin Tin 
(movie dog) 

53 Period In 
history 


mmmmmm mmmmmm 

!!■■■■■ *!■■■■■ 
!!■■■■■ ■ !■■■■■■ 
■Midi mmm 
mmmm mmm mmmm 
mmmmm mmmmmm 
■mi mmm 
■ mmm ■■■ 
mmmmumm mmmm 
!■■■■ mmm mmmm 
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mmmmmm mmmmmm 
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STARS KEPT OUT 
OF JOE'S 
FUNERAL 


J r ack Nicholson and Tom 
Hanks reportedly asked for 
| - but were denied ■ pemiis- 
on to attend Joe DiMaggio’s 
funeral in San Francisco today. 
If the New York Daily News 
story is true, the Oscar win- 
ning actors shouldn’t feel too 
terrible about being kept out. 
The paper says President 
Clinton got the same treat- 
ment. A friend of the Dimaggio 
family told the News that all 
three were told their inquiries 
were appreciated, but the 
funeral was a family-only affair. 


NO HARM,| 
NO FOUL 


11 Cool J and Jamie Fox 
needed a cooling off period 
after mixing it up on the set of 
Oliver Stone’s current produc- 
tion, “Any Given Sunday." but 
the Hollywood Reporter says 
they’re back to work and the 
shooting schedule was not 
affected. The actors were stag- 
ing a scripted fight Saturday 
night, but things got out of 
hand and Foxx eventually filed 
a complaint with the police. 
The picture stars Al Pacino, 
Dennis Quaid and Cameron 
Diaz in the story of a profes- 
sional quarterback in the final 
stages of his career. 


ACTUAL FACTS 


A rthur Wynne did what HE called a 'Word- 
Cross” in the New York World newspaper in 
191 3. ..adapting older word puzzles that 
were smaller and less interesting. Wynne's first 
puzzle was symmetrical and used numbers to 
mark certain boxes. ..Just like now. 


ASJEEB1 


D ogs accompany hunters In cave drawings 
said to-be 500 centuries old. We think 
dogs followed hunters for scraps and were 
allowed to hang around because they scented 
danger before man did. By 30 centuries BrC, 
there were already distinct breeds.Jncluding ter- 
riers, greyhounds and sheepdogs. 


I ALL EYES OPEN 
FOR 'EYES | 
WIDE SHUT' 



rmmmmmm 


T he Ohio River begins in Pittsburgh, where 
two other rivers meet to form it. One is the 
Allegheny, which flows south from New 
York. The other is the Monongahela, which flows 
north from West Virginia. 


A virgule is a forward-slash mark (/) so often 
used In between the words and/or or to 
break up the lines of a poem where the 
poem is squeezed into a quotation, as in the fol- 
lowing Ogden Nash poem, quoted in its entirety: 
“The cow is of the bovine ilk (VIRCULE) One end 
is moo, the other milk," 

By Howard Dicui (UPj) 


B y now, you may have 
seen the video of Tom 
Cruise and Nicole 
Kidman with no clothes on. 
kissing in front of a mirror. The 
clip -fcom their upcoming 
movie. “Eyes Wide Shui" • 
turned nut to be a big turn-on 
for the 3.000 movie exhibitors 
gathered in Las Vegas For 
ShoWest. where they have 
seen all kinds of presentations 
on the big and the small movie 
releases planned for this year. 

Warner Bros, executives who 
have seen “Eyes Wide Shut" 
are raving about it. One said it 
blew his mind. Stanley 
Kubrick, who died Iasi Sunday 
in London, was contractually 
obligated to deliver an R rated 
movie, but there is some talk 
among insiders at Warner 
Bros, that Kubrick’s finished 
product might be closer to NC- 
17. Kubrick's last movie opens 
July 1 6 on maybe as many as 
3.000 screens in the li.S. 


HILLARY 

DENIES 

BOYCOTT 

REPORT 


spokeswoman For Hillary 
^■■^Clinton says a report 
that the first lady is boy- 
cotting her husband's trip to 
Central America is “not true." 
The Fox News Channel quotes 
unnamed sources close to Mrs. 
Clinton as saying that she 
skipped the excursion because 
she is furious with her hus- 
band - and won’t even sleeD in 


the same hotel room with him 
- but was afraid that if she got 
a separate room, people would 
put two and two together. 
Spokeswoman Marsha Berry 
says Mrs. Clinton stayed home 
reluctantly because she aggra- 
vated a back injury omthe: first 
: couple’s 1 ' most reC'ent skiing- 
- vacation! ; ■ '• . V . r- " V 


RUSH IN NO 
RUSH TO WEAR 
TIGHTS AGAIN 


( i- "4 eolFrey Rush, who won a 
trbest actor Oscar iwo 
"’ U years ago for “Shine," is 
up for supporting ncror this 
year for playing an actor in 
William Shakepeare’s theatri- 
cal company in “Shakespeare 
in Love." Rush also got good 
notices for his work in the 
other cusrume drama that’s up 
for best picture. “Elizabeth." 

At the Oscar nominees lun- 
cheon the other day. someone 
asked him if it will be a while 
before lie puts on >i pair of 
tights again. Rush replied 
cooly from behind the podium, 
“Well, people will never know, 
you see, because I might have 
some on now.” 

Another reporter told Rush 
be seemed very calm for an 
Oscar-nomlnee, and wanted to 
know what he was really feel- 
ing inside. This time, the 
answer was less cool. "Terror,” 
lie said. 


TIDY PROFIT 
| FOR WILLIS ON | 
HOME SALE 



says the star of 'Armageddon" and 
the upcoming movie "Brcnklnst of 
Champions" sold the properly to 
Earthlink co-founder Kevin 
O’Donnell for dose to his asking 
price - $6. 7 million. Willis paid 
around S2 million Tor die five-bed- 
room house In 1987. It features a 
two-stoty living room, two offices, 
a projection room and 70 feet of 
beach frontage. Willis and his wife, 
Demi Moore, split up last June after 
11 years of marriage. 


W arner Bros, will re- 
release Sranley 
Kubrick’s master- 
piece, "2001.: A Space 

Odyssey,” oh New Year’s Eve, 1 
2000. It was Kubrick's wish 
that the 1968; movie be re j 
releas^ pn ttje-eve of the next 
millennium.^ ' " - ’’ 


YOU INCLUDED WHATW 

O fficials at an Ohio college 
near Cleveland say 
(Thursday) they, haw 
seized hundreds of packages of 
condoms tliat were Wduded b 
promotional spring break pack- 
ages sent to students. Lakelaid 
Community College President 
Ralph Doty says his derision was 
not a moral or ethical one, but 
merely "an administrative ded- 


REASONS TO 
CELEBRATE 


The 13th annual "Forget Fort 
Lauderdale for Spring BreakT 
beach party is today at 'the Old 
Style Saloon Number 10 in 
Deadvwod, South Dakota. Don't 
forget the sun-block. 

Today through April 15th is 
Deaf History Month. 

This is Good Samaritan 
Involvement Day...recognizing 
tire anniversary of die killing, in 
1964, of Kitty Genovese, whose 
Queens. New York, neighbors wit- 
nessed and ward led the attadt 
but didn't want to get involved. 

It's National Open an Umbrella 
Indoors D;iy. See if it brings you 
any bad hick. 

A lot of places are holding their 
St. Patrick’s Day celebrations 
tixlny and tomont)w..considcr- 
ing St. Patrick's Day this year is on 
a Wednesday. 

And in Finland. 
Minnesota... they're celebrating 
Sr. Uriio's Day. hi honor of the 
patron saint who rid Finland of 
grasshoppers. It's supposed to be 
“wacky” 

Well l take their word for it. 



WORDY GURDY 
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RACK 2 
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@0@00l3[il LJ 

' RACK 3 
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I I 

PAR SCORE 130-140 RACK4 

by JUDD four rack total 

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN 

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word from the letters in each row. Add 
potrtfs of each word, using scoring directions at right 7-letter words get 50-polnt 
bonus. 'Blanks” used as any letter have no point value. All Judd's words are In 
The Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Merriam-Webster) and OSW Official 
Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD'S SOLUTION TOMORROW 

>1*49 © 1969. United Feature Syndicate. Inc. 


SCMBBLF ® grams solution by judd 


100000D RACK 

0000® 00 rack 
00 0 0 0 0 □ rack 

0000000 

PAR SCORE 65^75 jWvs TOTAL 


ScmBBIjE* grams solution by judd 

brand ©1696. United Feature Syndicate. Ino 

0000000 RACK 1 = 15 

0000000 RACK 2 = 62 

©000000 RACK 3 = 72 

0000000 RACK 4 = 61 

^ORE 130,40 JUDD'S TOTAL 210 

» ■ trademark ot Hasbro in the Unllod Stales and Canada; and elsewhere 
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MARCH 13, 1999 — THE ARAB DAIt? 


MUSIC TO OUR EARS OFTEN 
LEADS TO HEARING LOSS IN 
MUSICIANS 


SOMERSET (UPI) — A recent 
lawsuit Hied against the rock 
band The Smashing Pumpkins 
highlights the damage that can 
be done to hearing from expo- 
sure to loud noise. Studies 
show that performing musi- 
cians and others in the music 
industry including recording 
engineers, band instructors, 
and composers can experience 
hearing damage similar to that . 
caused by industrial noise. The 
results may be career-threaten- 
ing noise- induced hearing loss, 
a condition that previously was 
particularly difficult to help 
with hearing aids. Now. a new 
state-of-the-art digital hearing 
instrument, Digl Focus SKI from 
Otlcon offers new hope for 
hard of hearing musicians and 
others with noise-induced and 
"ski-slope" loss that results 
from exposure to loud sounds 
and prolonged, excessive noise. 

An estimated 10 to 20 per- 
cent of the hearing Impaired 
population suffer from noise- 
induced hearing loss. Musical 
instruments played with mod- 
ern amplification can generate 
noise in excess of 1 10 dBA, like 
many tools used in Industry 
such as pumps, air compres- 
sors, metal drills, and engines 
can. Studies have shown that 
prolonged exposure to such 
noisy environments contributes 
to the risk of noise-induced 


hearing loss that can impair job 
performance, resulting in 
increased industrial accidents 
and on-the - job stress. 

A studio session drummer, 
playing for a seven-hour day, 
will experience exposure over 
three times the maximum 
allowable under current OS HA 
guidelines for industrial noise. 
When compared, an audio sam- 
ple of a drummer playing 
shows some of the same warn- 
ing characteristics as that of an 
M-14 rifle. 

“The gradual hearing losses 
that occur with age and the 
added damage of noise- 
induced hearing losses will pro- 
duce a situation where those 
that have been “getting by" 
with noise-induced loss will 
require a sophisticated hearing 
instrument to continue to lead 
productive lives,” explains 
Peter Mark, M.D. of Oticon, the 
world's most experienced 
maker of hearing instruments. 

For musicians, high frequen- 
cy hearing loss may lead to 
excessively loud playing at the 
higher pitches and artistically 
unacceptable performances. It 
can lead to physical ailments, 
including arm and wrist strain 
for violinists. 

Dr. Mark points out that any- 
one with noise-induced hearing 
loss may hear well in quite situ- 
ations but speech understand- 


ing is noticeably difficult 
noisy situations. When a tradi- 
tional hearing Instrument that 
boosts sounds is worn, people 
with noise-induced loss often 
experience noise, distortion 
and discomfort. Because of the 
unique nature of this hearing 
loss, prior to the introduction 
of Dig! Focus SKI, people with 
noise-induced loss have been 
unable to take advantage of the 
many advances, especially digi- 
tal technology, developed for 
more common age-related 
hearing loss, 

For now, the best way to 
avoid hearing loss is preven- 
tion. There are several simple 
techniques. that will reduce the 
intensity of music, and gener- 
ate clearer sound during the 
performances. These include: 

1 .Wearing custom designed 
earplugs that allow the musi- 
cian to protect their hearing 
without sacrificing fidelity. 

2 . Elevate speakers and 
amplifier enclosures. It will pro- 
vide better quality and bal- 
anced sound with overall lower 
intensity. 

3 . The orchestra 
should be set back from the 
edge of the stage. 


BALLOON FLYING OVER 
PACIFIC OCEAN 


GENEVA, (UPI) — Bertrand Piccard and Brian 
Jones have slowed their attempt to circle the 
globe nonstop in a balloon 
while the ground staff of the 
Breitling Orbiter 3 determine 
which jet stream to take. 

The balloon, which lifted off 
March l. Is soaring over the 
Pacific Ocean at an altitude of 
29,100 feet, but cruising east- 
ward at a relatively leisurely 56 
mph. The balloon Is about 
1,500 miles southeast of 
Ibkyo, having covered about 
12,700 miles. 

Piccard and Jones expect to 
complete the crossing of tlfe 
Pacific In about five days, but 
whether they head toward 
Mexico or California is the 
question. Project meteorolo- 
gists are watching the develop- 
ments of the polar jet stream, 
which would swing the balloon 
north and over the United 
States, and a subtropical jet 
stream, which would make the 
balloon continue on Its nearly due east heading 
over Mexico. They have until the balloon reaches 


BREITLING PROGRESS 


The Swiss balloon Breitling Orbiter 
Three crossed the Indian coast 
near Porbandar st 1530 GMT on 
Monday In Its bid to be the Ural 
balloon to circumnavigate the 
globe 

Thu two British pilots of Iho Cable & 
Wireless balloon were rescued on Sunday 
after they ditched In the Sea of Japan 


the middle of the ocean - probably near Hawaii - 
before making a final decision. 

Jones, joking with the bal- 
loon ground crew about the 
lengthy confined stay, said: 
"Bertrand and I are still get- 
ting on perfectly well. There 
has not been a single bad 
word between us. The only 
swear words were directed 
at minor technical prob- 
lems. 

“The only thing that 
annoys me is the dehydrat- 
ed Food. But if It’s the only 
problem, 1 think We can sur- 
vive it." 

Piccard, a 50-year-old psy- 
chiatrist* from Switzerland, 
is making his third try 
aboard a Breitling balloon to 
circle the globe. Jones is 
51 -year-old veteran 
Britain’s Royal Air Force. He 
was responsible for the con- 
struction pf the capsule and 
flight systems abroad the 
balloon. They took off March 1 from Chateau 
d'Oex. Switzerland. 
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HUGO WOLF 

yugo Wolf was bom on this day in 1860. His birthplace is 
now in Slovenia but has also been part of various incama- 
- it tions of Austria.. 

His father was German...his mother partly Slav and partly Italian. 

His father was a tanner but had a lot of musical talent. ..and taught 
Hugo piano and violin. 

The boy loved music but hated school. He got kicked out of 
THREE schools before his parents sent him to Vienna to live with 
an aunt while attending the conservatory there. He managed to 
get kicked out there, too. 

He offered himself as a tutor but was so rude that most of his 
clients took their kids elsewhere. 

Friends got him an assisting conducting job but he managed to 
get himself fired. 

This was the pattern all his life. Hugo Wolf couldn't get along 
with people. And anybody who criticized him was automatically 
assumed to be his enemy. For example. Wolf admired both Wagner 
and Brahms and managed to meet them both. Wagner - whom he 
met while still a teen-ager - was nice to him. Brahms ■ who met 
him as an adult and was actually shown his music and asked for an 
opinion - suggested Wolf get lessons in counterpoint. For the rest 
of his life, Wolf loved Wagner and hated Brahms. ..something that 
was evident in his reviews when he became a music critic. 

In his late 20s, Wolf began to compose some very lovely songs, 
He was still an egotistical jackass but his music was now quite 
good. In less than three years, he would write nearly 200 songs. 
Not even Schubert had written so many good songs iTi such a briel 
time. 1 

But then his inspiration dried up. The torrent of song ebbed. In 
1897, he announced to friends rhat he had been appointed direc- 
tor of the Vienna Opera. Hugo Wolf suffered a nervous collapse, 
attempted to drown himself, and died in an insane asylum.. .not 
quite 43 years old. 

HANDEL’S GIG 

andel won his first non-assistant musical post on this day 
1702 when he became chief organist of the Domkirche ill 
Halle, the town of his birth. 

ITALIAN SYMPHONY 

O n this clay in 1833, Mendelssohn completed his “Italian 1 
Symphony., .commissioned by the London Philharmonic 
Since most people think of the “Italian" Symphony as 
Mendelssohn's bright syntphony...and his “Scottish” Symphony as 
a bit moodier.'.lt's Interesting to note that the latter ends 
major key while the “Italian" ends in the minor. 


The top 10 contemporary j 
albums in die US: 

1. Body Language - Boney Jams 

2. From Q With Love - Quincy 
Jones 

3. Kenny G. Greatest Hits - KennyC. 

4. Pleasures Of The Night - Will 
Dawning 

5. Morning Tenderness- Najee 

6. For'tbu -Kirk Whatum 

7. From Manhattan to Staten - 
Down to die Bone 

8. Force Field - 3rd Force 
9. 4 - Fourplay 

1 0. Sweet Thing - Boney James 


CLASSICAL 


LOS ANGELES, (UPI) — ThecoplO 
classical albums, 

1. Aria: The Opera Album -Andrea 
Boceill 

2. Viaggio Italiano ■ Andrea Bcxdfi 

3. Simply Baroque - Tfo-Yo Ma 

4. Romantic Moments - Andre Rieu 

5. The 3 Tenors: Paris 1998 - 
CarrerasDomingo-Pavarotti 

6. Soundtrack: Hilary and Jadde ■ 
Various artists 

7. Piazzola: The Soul Offlie Turgo 
- Yo-Yo Ma 

8. The Mozart Effect Playtime to 
Sleepy Time -Don Campbell 

9. Classic Wynton - Wynton 

Marsalis 

10. The Mozart Effect, Volume 1 ■ 
Don Campbell 
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JOHN BULL 

rohn Bull died oil this day in 1628 at the age of 75. Tills English 
composer probably composed "God Save the King". ..but died in 
exile in Belgium after getting into girl trouble. 

TANNHAUSER PREMIERE 

“Ihunhauser” was n failure in Paris on this day In 1861 ...even 
though it was sung in French and had the usual ballet that young 
Parisian men demanded in their operas. 

Wagner would eventually abandon Paris..Jeoving behind a trail 
of debts. 

KRITICS KORNER 

W e noted yesterday the premiere of "tone clusters and 
the day before the birth of the composer who Invented 
the technique... so today let us repair to the Kritics 
Korner and hear what Paul Zschorlich had to say about Paul 
Cowell’s contribution to classical culture. 

This is what Zschorlich wrote in a review published on this day 
in 1932: 

"It Is said that Cowell invented tone clusters that are played on 
the piano with the use of fists and arms. Why be so coy? One can 
cover many more notes withqne’srearendl" 

* * • • ' : - ■' . . ' •' By Howard Dicus (UPI) 


LOS ANGELES. IUPI) — Tlietop 10 
Latin tracks, based on national 
Latin radio airplay reports: 

1. Palomira Blanca - Juan Luis 
Guerra 

2. Ese -Jerry Rivera 

3. SI Te Pudiera Mentir - Mar® 
Antonio 

4. Nimca Te Olvidare - Emvfue 
Iglesias 

5. No Puedo Olvidar - MD0 

6 . Me\fcyAQuitarDeEnl**' 

Vicente femandH 

7. Nina Bonita - Gnipomania 

8. Una VbzEn El Alma -Millie 

9. Crei - Tiranos Del Norte 

1 0. Dejaria Todo ■ Chayanw 


TODAY'S 

MUSICAL 

GUIX 

Neil Scilnk"' 4 
recordin') of "11"' 
limnlymnt" •' v,,Uh 
charted ia <1- ol 


GRAF LOOKS THE SAME 
AS ALWAYS TO RUBIN 



INDIAN WELLS (AP) — Steffi Graf has 
had an up-and-down tennis career in 
recent years, with injuries sidelining 
her at times and slowing her at others. 

Still, she looks like the same Steffi 
Graf to Chanda Rubin. 

‘Her game is pretty much the same 
as it's always been,” Rubin said 
Thursday after she lost to Graf for the 
seventh time in as many career meet- 
ings. 

Grafbounced back from a miserable 
first set to down Rubin 2-6, 6-4, 6-2 
Ibirsday in the semifinals of the Evert 
Cup. 

The fifth-seeded Graf, a two-time 
Evert Cup champion and a loser of just 
one of her 15 previous matches in the 
tournament, will face the winner of 
today's semifinal between Serena 
Williams and Sandrine Tested in 
Saturday's final. 

Graf's victory ended a string of 
nptfs by Rubin. Ranked 26th in the 
world, she beat No. 14 Concliita 
Martinez. No. 7 Amanda Coetzer and 
No. 1 Martina Hingis on her way to the 
match against Graf. 

Graf Is the highest seed remaining in 
di* Evert Cup, and No. 4 Carlos Moya 
is the top seed in the Newsweek 
Oumplons Cup, running concurrently 
Mth the women’s tournament at the 
Hy«t Grand Champions Resort. 

Moya beat Xavier Malisse 6-4, 6-3 in 
tfidr third-round match and moved 
“other step closer to replacing Pete 
“"ipras, who was upset n night earli- 
«. atop the world rankings. Making 
final here would give him a shot at 

’ !* an( ^ a w ‘ n in the championship 
would assure it. 

^ 29-year-old Graf whose 106 
“""victories include 21 Grand Slam 
“lament titles, showed her experi- 
as s ^ e shook off her slow sun t 


against Rubin. 

Rubin, who had beaten Hingis a day 
earlier by peppering ground strokes 
down the lines, continued to pound 
the lines against Graf in their opening 
set. But Graf, kept off-balance in the 
first set. turned the tide late in the 
second, when her well-placed back- 
hands began putting Rubin on the 
defensive. 

Rubin felt she was dictating the 
pace early, but then made some key 
errors. 

"It was a bit disappointing the way 
the match ended," said Rubin, 23. “I 
had control going into the second set! 
it’s just disappointing not to take 
advantage of that opportunity. 

"She started forcing a little more. I 
think she started keeping her slice 
really low. I wasn't able to move the 
ball enough and take control of some 
of those poinrs.” 

Graf won the Evert Cup in 1994 and 
1996. Last year she reached the semis 
against Lindsay Davenport before 
retiring because of a tight hamstring. 

Moya, who next faces Karol Kucera 
in the Champions Cup, said it's hard 
for him not to think about just being 
two match wins away from a chance at 
the top ranking. 

“I try to get away from that, but it's 
difficult,” lie said. 

If I win two matches, I’m No. 1. That 
means I am really close. When I get to 
the court, I'm a bit nervous.” 

In other matches, Todd Martin oust- 
ed defending champion Marceio Rios 
4-6, 6-2, 6-2; Tim Henman defeated 
Greg Rusedski 6-4, 2-6, 6-4: Richard 
Krajicek defeated Jan Siemerink 6-4, 6- 
4; Kucera beat Nicols Kiefer 6-4, 3-6, 6- 
4 and Chris Woodruff took a 7-5, 7-5 
victory over Felix Mantilla, who beat 
Sampras. 


COLES 



OW ^*1 — Intcmmlonal 
Vice President 
■r round of Canada and embattled 
kte I 6r ^ ^ es Australia 
1,,^ thdr "“Ignations 
^Olympic committees. 

•snwncWh health reas ons today In 
Sfc 5 s wa! quitting Ills posi- 
es H,' " an ° lym P' C 
ren,i " n 

Vrt ,aW J“ l" 1 * his post on 
Olympic Bid. 

^” u «, D ^ mber ' but dld not 

Thursday. 

^Hitdinn 20(18 bid “-chair 
Cgged- his decision around 
»S^te bel0cbri bery scandal 
Mortal uA beoame Public. 

" ?!!■ jj®! sll the. shall we sajl. 


troubles began,” Pound said, n l 
thought maybe the smart thing was to 
be off the committee, at leasr at this 
time." 

As head of a committee looking into 
wrongdoing in Salt Lake's successful 
bid for the 2002 Winter Carnes, Pound 
said he thought It would be best for 
him not to be associated vylth a group 
bidding for the 2008 Games. 

"It’s difficult because jt's almost 
impossible not to have an IOC member 
from your country on your bid com- ‘ 
mittee. If you don’t,. It looks like. y<?M 
don’t support the bid," he said- , 

"At the same time, as an lOC meitf', - 
beryour duty.ls to- give -advice to all 
bid citlesand.to tty lo get the best bid. - 
you c$n."- ^ • 

Pound angered bid, supporters In- 


December when he suggested Toronto 
take a long: look before challenging 
Beijing for the right to stage the 20Q8 
Summer Olympics. 

He met privately with Hudson a cou- . 
pie days later, and Hudson said he was 
: satisfied with the meeting.-But now It's 
apparent that Pound resigned from the 
group soon after. , r . 

News of Pound's departure comes at 
a time i when ; concerns ; have been 
raised about the IOC's conduct. 

Coles was implicated in the scandal 
surrounding the 2002 Salt Lake City 
Winter Olympics when an ethics com* 

. mittee said he and his family accepted 
foyr ffee trips. to tfie: United States as 
giii$ts of thef city's bid committee. • ■ 
t ' (;oles;ha5 denied acting outside IQG 
guidelines. , 'j , V . : ~ l,.. 


In a statement released today. Coles 
said he would resign as director of 
international relations with the AOC. 

“I am hopeful the IOC report \yill 
dear me of any breach of the bid 
guidelines and put an end to tills mat- 
ter,” said Coles, adding that the con- , 
traversy has had a significant impact 
on his health. 

"For my family and theL Australian 
Olympic movement. I'll be glad Its 
over. With the pressure of my other 
duties ! do not feel .1 should continue 
my employment with the AOC." 

A spokesman ! for the Sydney 
Organizing Committee for the Olympic 
Games said Coles’ decision to, resign 
from bis position w|th;t|ie AOC gl$o . 
did not affect his ro|e : as a SOQ3G. vice- 
president.. ' • .-'i : 


An IOC inquiry Into the Salt. Lai 
City scandal Is due to report ne 
week. A session of the IOC next wet 
will then vote on the expulsions of 
. least five members in connection wi 
the vote-buying scandal stemmh 
from Salt Lnke City’s successful bid. 

Nine members resigned or we 
ousted’ in the first phase of the inqul 
that concluded |n January. 

The IOC inquiry' panef lias bei 
looking into. 19 other -cases ■ thn 
holdovers from the first phbse, plus 
additional names cited in a Salt La| 
ethics report. v • ( / 

- Atfeast.one more member is expr 
'■ ed to , be spelled fh the latest pha 
v while the bulk of the others, includ 
j Colesi are expected tpjberexori^r" 

■; or- revive Warti! hgs, r .• " 

■“*'**• 






CLIPPERS FINALLY WIN AFTER 
RECORD-TYING 17 LOSSES 



LOS ANGELES — Just when they had the 
record for the worst start in NBA history In 
their sights, the Los Angles Clippers blew a 
chance for sole possession of the all-time 
futility mark by actually winning a game, 

After matching the 1988-89 Miami Heat's 
NBA record by losing their first 1 7 contests, 
the Clippers finally put together a solid 
effort from start to finish for a 1 06-92 vlo- 
tory over the Sacramento Kings on 
Thursday. 

Lorenzen Wright grabbed an NBA sea- 
son-high 25 rebounds and Darrlck Martin 
led seven players in double figures with 18 
points. 

The Kings pulled within three points, BI- 
BS, midway through the final period, but 
the Clippers managed to avoid their usual 
fourth-quarter collapse as Martin nailed a 
3-pointer and Eric Piatkowskl, who finished 
with 16 points, drained another from long 
range to make it 97-88. Lamond Murray 
scored 15 points, rookie Tyrone Nesby and 
Maurice Thylor collected 13 apiece and 
Wright added 12 for the Clippers, who 
outscored the Kings 26-17 in the fourth 
quarter. 


In Miami, Alonzo Mourning had another 
big game with 23 points and 16 rebounds 
and Clarence Weatherspoon added 22 
points off the bench as the Heat extended 
their home winning streak to nine with an 
83-73 victory over the Toronto Raptors. 

Mourning was 9-of-ll from the field, 
scoring 20 of his team's 37 first-half points, 
The Heat erased 42-37 halftime deficit 
with a 14-0 third-quarter tear, outscoring 
Toronto 28-8 in the period. 


In Chicago, the Seattle SuperSonics 
ended their longest losing streak in eight 
years in a city where they had won only 
once In the last 15 years. 

Gary Payton scored 25 points, Including a 
pair of key baskets down the stretch, as the 
Sonlcs halted a five-game slide with a 92-83 
victory over the Chicago Bulls. 


In Houston, Hakeem Olajuwon scored a 
season-high 31 points, including several 
key baskets down the stretch to lead the 
Rockets to a 102-91 victory over the 
Vancouver Grizzlies, who suffered their 
10th straight loss. 

Charles Barkley had 24 points and 16 
rebounds for the Rockets, who have won 
four of their last five games. 


Henderson scored 11 points in the third 
quarter, when Atlanta used a 28-14 spurt 
to open a 76-61 lead. The Celtics got no 
• closer than nine in the final period. 


In New York, Marcus Camby celebrated 
his new five-year, $32 million contract 
extension by having his best game as a 
Knlck with 19 points and 12 rebounds to 
lead his team to a 98-86 victory over the 
Washington Wizards. 

Allan Houston also scored 19 for New 
York, which won despite the absence of 
star center Patrick Ewing, sidelined by left 
Achilles tendenltis. 

New York had a season-high 29 assists 
and a season-low 10 turnovers. 


At Utah, Karl Malone returned from a 
first-half leg injury to score 10 of his 28 
points in the fourth quarter and make a key 
steal hi the waning moments as the Jazz 
held on for a 94-89 victory over the Denver 
Nuggets. 

Denver's Antonio McDyess poured in 39 
points, including 15 In the final period, and 
grabbed 1 1 rebounds, but was unable to lift 
die Nuggets to their first win In 1 1 road 
games this season. 


tn Atlanta, Alan Henderspn and Dikembe 
Mutombo each scored 18 points as the 
Hawks avoided falling under .500 for the 
first time in more than two years yrtth an 
99-85 victory over the Boston Celtics. " 
‘Steve Smith added 17 for the Hawks and 


In Dallas, Gary Ihent had 21 points and 
10 rebounds to lead three double-doubles 
by the starting front court as the Mavericks 
snapped a four-game losing streak by beat- 
ing the slumping Orlando .Magic 93-76. 

Fellow forward A.C. Green had 13 points 
and 10 rebounds and center ^hawn Bradley 
added 10 and 10 for the Mavericks, who 
held Orlando to 32 second-half points. 


At Golden State, Donyell Marshall scored 
nine of his 14 points in the fourth quarter 
and Chris Mills hit a trio of key jumpers in 
the final minutes as the Warriors posted a 
89-82 win over the Minnesota 
Timberwolves. ' 

Mills also finished with 14 points for the 
Warriors who recorded their seventh 
straight home win. • • : ■ 


ANOTHER TITLE FOR MEISSNITZElT 
K JUS POISED TO WIN OVERALI ’ 


SIERRA NEVADA, Spain (AP) — Alexandra Meissnitzer of Austria, who 
has already clinched the World Cup overall title, added the super G 
crown Friday without lifting a ski pole. 

An overnight snowfall and high winds forced oiganizere to caned 
the final super G of the season, giving Meissnitzer who won two of 
this season’s eight super Gs the discipline title. The 25 year old 
Austrian led fellow Austrian Michaela Dorfineister by 86 points, which 
meant that even if Dorfmeister liad won the race, Meissnitzer could - 
have still claimed the season No. I by finishing anywhere in the top 
15. 

Meissnitzer, who clinched die overall title, last weekend in St. 
Moritz, has been the dominant woman all season and can pick up 
another World Cup season title on Saturday in the women's giant 
slalom, where she leads fellow Austrian Anita Wachter by 84 points. 

In addition to the two World Cup titles already in hand and anoth- 
er pending, Meissnitzer also took gold in the recent Vktt Id 
Championships in giant slalom and super G. She also won silver In 
giant slalom and bronze in super G in the 1998 Winter Olympics. 

On die men's side, Norway's Lasse Kjus edged closer to wrapping 
up his second World Cup overall with a fourth place in Thursday's 
men's super G. The finish was worth 50 points and pushed him 92 
ahead of fellow Norwegian Kjed! Andre Aamodt and 102 dear of 
Austrian Hermann Maier with two races remaining. 

Despite collecting an unprecedented five medals two gold in last 
month's worlds in Vail, Colorado, and now on the verge of another 
World Cup overall, Kjus is still overshadowed by Maier the charis- 
matic Austrian who is struggling to defend his 98 overall dde. 

Maier finished a disappointing seventh in Thursday’s super G, and 
event he dominated all season, clinching the tide last week on the 
strength of four wins. 

Dejected after the race, Maier said he’d skip the final slalom race 
and compete only in tire giant slalom, where he still has a chance to 
defend his season crown. But that would have eliminated his chance 
in overall. 

A race victory is worth 1 00 points, so Maier needs to race twice to 
have any chance. Pressured by team officials, Maier dianged his mind 
and said he will race both slalom and giant slalom. 

“1 think the only opponent who is a serious direar to me is 
Aamodt," said Kjus following Thursday’s super G. discounting 
Maier's chances and predicting he will clinch the title in Satuidays 
slalom. 

Maier's chances are almost nil. The powerful Austrian would have 
to win the giant slalom, do well in the slalom and hope the 
Norwegians bomb in both races. 

Asked about the chances of that liappening, a downcast Maier 
answered: "With luck eluding me all season, diat's doubtful. 


WEMBLEY SECURED FOR 
ENGLAND WORLD CUP BID 

LONDON (AP) — VWmbley is 2000. the paper reported, 
secured for England's 2006 World Sports Minister Tony Bantaafl 

Cup bid but the national stadium's he didn't want enxidonal 

famous twin towers are under about die twin tovvc [*® 
threat and a plaiuied 300-million the redevelopment of the 
pound (S 486 million) upgrade is uni. w . 

12 montlis behind sdiedule. Banks told BBC radto 

After montlis of negotiations, Hint the towns ‘‘vwrejusta^ 
Vtembfey shnrehoklers voted pie of add-ons” to the ongn" 

Thursday to sell die stadium for structure. , .= 

103-million pounds ($1658 mil- "Wfembley as a natto^®ar 
Hon) to a Football Association- um Is a disgrace. Our J 
becked consortium. build a 21a odium 1 '! 

Hie 2006 Workl Cup ami- something that is halfrootefl 
paigners plan to use Wembley as . Jhe 19th century he 
die center-piece for tlielr bid and Hie national stjd ., ^ 
the stadium has also been touted executive Bob Stubbs 
as a venue for die 2003 athletics lie accepted the symboflcr^ 
World diampionshlps. tance 

But by Friday die foture of die them Into die stadium 
twin towers, a landmark in British "huge technical cnaWF . 
sport, was under question and incredibly expensive. _ 

speculation of delays In ream- ■‘ffiie towera) WW- 
sScdon was mounting. dm.and am task# 

Hie Dally Mai! newspaper r o° TOi "J ie r T^ a candidate 
reported work on transforming But Hugh tykes. „ 
Wembley Into a hlgiHech 80,000 for. U>ndpn. kv me , 
capacity stadium was behind jf^^^nalcitoswe 

schedule due to delays in the sale would * aunc ^ a *^S^S|V tothe 
to the English National Stadium 
Development Company. 

The FA Cup final in May was to help fond the tw«V 

expected to the be die last match 

played at Wembley before recon- and 

smtetion begins but now works tt|oUsat^. £ 


will riot proceed until August;- world," he salfli 


and regarded as 

thousands of. peopte -s 
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THE GREATER AMMAN 
KARATE CHAMPIONSHIP 




THE GREATER AMMAN Karate 

Championship concluded Friday 

tvwing with some surprising 
results. 

One of the most remarkable events 
wu the fight that ended with a gold 
mtdal for Anwar Yousif, who did not 
have much time to get herself ready 
m participate In the championship. 
I stopped practicing karate since I 
started attending university 3 years 
ago, but a week ago I felt like taking 
J dnnee in this championship, and 


here I am, a winner," said Anwar. 

Iman Dabbasli, a karate player for 
only three months, burst into tears 
as the referees ended the final fight 
between she and Ghadir Nazim and 
declared her the winner. "I ani not 
exactly sure what happened to me, 
but I felt like crying, I am sure it is 
happiness," said Dabbash. 

Head of the Technical Committee. 
Osama Amareen, said that the com- 
petitions were aimed at selecting 
athletes to form Amman’s A and B 


He also added that the Jordan 
Karate Federation is organizing com- 
petitions between the national and 
governorate teams. He elaborated 
that the goal of the competitions 
were to consolidate athletes’ self- 
confidence and determine their 
strengths and weaknesses. 

Amareen said that the Karate 
Federation is planning to organize 
additional training camps in England, 
Turkey and France. The camps are 


intended to prepare the team for the 
9th Pan Arab Games. 

He affirmed that the national team 
is determined to achieve victory in 
the upcoming Arab Games. 

The national team coach, Ranko 
Jarovic said that there are promising 
talents on the team. 

Zeid Halaseh, a karate coach said 
that the Federation Is willing to form 
a stand-by team to avoid any obsta- 
cles that might hamper the team 
from participating in the Arab 


Games. 

Head of Jordan Karate Federation 
Staff -Brigadier Salman Ma'eitali met 
Friday with national team athletes. 

Maeitah addressed athleres urging 
them to commit themselves to Inten- 
sive training and adhere to rhe 
coaches' instructions. 

He assured the members that 
enough money is being allocated to 
fully prepare them for the Arab 
Games. 

fry AM JAP BAKER 




JORDANIAN TOURISM EXPER TS RECEIVE 'OOLPEN HELM' AWARD 

„„ .„h. rional exoerts including Faik and Saeed Sawalha, Vice Jordanian experts "receta 




T he International Award 
of Tourism (Golden 
Helm) was awarded to 
four Jordanian tourism experts 
for their competence, dedica- 
tion and professionalism on 
February 25. 

"We were Invited to a cock- 
tlon at the Hotel 


Michallangelo(ltaly) and after 
that the awarded received the 
Golden Helm at the Bit.MlIano 
buildiug."said Sami Joude, one 
of the four ho no re es. 

Joude was nominated for 
the award in recognition of his 
work to promote tourism. He 
has written articles on tourism 


and has given lectures on sub- 
ject throughout the country 
including a lecture at the 
Baccalaureate School in 
Amman. 

This international 

Association or the "Golden 
Helmsmen of Tourism" was 
founded in 1974 by interna- 


tional experts including Faik 
Bisharat, a Jordanian citizen. 

His Majesty King Abdullah 
Bin Al Hussein is the Honorary 
President of the association in 
Jordan, founded in 1996. 

Members include Royal 
Jordanian Chief, Nader Daliabi 
who is President of the Board 


and Saeed Sawalha, Vice 
President. 

The other three awarded 
are Manager of Kuwait Airways 
in Jordan Zaki Abdul Latif, 
Manager of Royal Jordanian in 
Italy Usama Faraj and General 
Manager of Petra Tours in 
Iordan Awni Kawar. The 


WHY CHARLES MUST 
MARRY IULEMA MENEM 



PRINCE Charles’s brief sweep 
across the dance floor in Buenos 
Aires did more than offer a gold- 
en opportunity to headline writ- 
ers though a prize must surely go to 
the Sun for "it takes one to tango” 

The Prince’s clinch with the lovely Zulema Menem, 
daughter of the Aigentine president, also suggested a possible 
solution to the very problem addressed by His Royal Highness a 
few moments earlier. Charles had angered some of his Argentine 
hosts by raising the red rag topic of the Falkland Islands, or 
Malvinas, as they prefer to call them. His plea Tor Argentina to get 
along with its tiny neighbor had been condemned as “intolerable 
by the country's vice-president. But in his tango with Ms. Menem, 
Prince Charies may have stumbled across the obvious solution. 

For if he were to marry Zulema he would kill two birds with one 
stone, so to speak. First he would lay to rest die thorny dilemma 
ora possible union with the divorced Camilla Parker Bowles, elic- 
iting a large sigh of relief from the Church of England. More impor- 
tantly, lie would instantly heal the post-1982 rift between Britain 
and Argentina the wound he reopened this week. What better way 
to seal the concord between our two nations than a union of our 
two governing families? 

The precedents are ample. Henry li helped his people by pairing 
up with Eleanor of Aquiline in 1152. while a selfless Henry V 
brought post Agincourt closure to England and France by marry- 
ing Catherine de Valois in 1420. The habit endured into the 19th 
century, when Napoleon married the daughter or the Emperor of 
Austria soon after the battle of Austerlitz. Queen Victoria took the 
custom seriously, marcying her children off to assorted Kaisers and 
Czars for the good of the Empire, in our own time, warring polit- 
ical dynasties Nixons and Eisenhowers. Jays and Callaghans have 

buried their differences at the altar. Come on, Charles. Think of 
your country, man, and dance the tango all the way up the aisle. 


HOW TO STOP BEING 
A WORKAHOLIC 


Work con become an addiction, 
loading to harmful affects In other 
areas of life, such as a neglected 
family or deteriorating health. 

1. UNDERSTAND why you're putting in 
long hours. 

You’re either doing it reluctantly (under- 
staffed or scared of losing your job) or your 
life has become unbalanced. 

“Workaholism is an addiction," says UM1ST 
occupational psychologist Professor 
CaryCooper. "Work can give you the success 
that other parts of your life don’t. Maybe 
you're trying to get away from something. You 
don't have a good relationship with your kids, 
perhaps, or you don't have outside interests." 

2. FACE up to the issues. Can you get your 
bosses to understand? Do they appreciate the 
pressures you are under? Many deliberately 
don’t want to know. Or you may have to per- 
form the harder task of admitting (to yourself) 
that yon are lonely or don't know how to cope 
at weekends. It's painful - but necessary if you 
want to change. 


3. ACCEPT the adverse affects of worka- 
holism. “It’s very damaging to family and 
other outside relationships," says Cooper. 
“Anything that goes wrong for you will be a 
big issue. If you get sacked, all your eggs are 
in one basket, and it will destroy you." Past 
prime ministers usually go peculiar. 
Workaholism is a form of depression — a way 
of forcing out other emotions. 

4. START taking exercise if you want an 
easy, partial release — one of Professor Lewis 
Wolpert's suggestions in his new book on 
depression, Malignant Sadness. Find other 
activities that break your obsession. Watching 
TV is no good. You might need another goal- 
oriented pursuit at first — even if it's paint- 
balling or pub quizzes. You’re unlikely to 
enjoy anything slower-paced just yet. 

5. OBSERVE people who are both suc- 
cessful and happy. Most make a priority of 
seeing their family and friends, have strong 
outside interests (Ken Clarke and John 
Prescott both love jazz, for instance), have a 
sense of humour, enjoy talking to other peo- 
ple, have surprising bits of knowledge of the 
outside world, take holidays and could start 
life a fresh if they got fired. 


Jordanian experts "received 
the ‘Golden Helm' after a 
unanamous vote by a ten 
kalian tourism expert; 
jury"said Joude. 

Abdul Latif was also elected 
Vice-President or "the Golden 
Helmsmen of Tourism." — By 
Arab Daily Reporter 
UN TO ALLOW 
WOMEN TO FILI 
COMPLAINTS ON 
VIOLATIONS 

New Ybrk (DPA) — A United 
Nations working group dedded 
For rite first time Thursday to 
allow women, individually or in 
groups, to file complaints aginst 
their governments and to allow 
U.N. investigation on those com- 
plaints. 

The decision taken by the 
working group of the Commission 
on the Status of Women (CSW| 
r would break the stranglehold gov- 

ernments have had on tlieir own 
citizens to bring cases of discrimi- 
nation against women before the 
5 international body 

i The working group was to send 

r its decision, taken after three 

, years of negotiations, to CSW for 

approval. The commission will 
then open die decision, called 
' "optional protocol." for signa- 

0 tures- 

The Commission on the Status 
.. of Women monitors the impt 

r mentation of conventions to elitn- 

> inate all fonns of discrimination 

' s against women and for the 

1,1 improvement of women's health 

a education and human rights 

o- among others. 

The working group said the 
, "optional protocol" 

r strengthen the imptanenotinn of 

conventions protecting mm 
rights. 










— Niluka from Sri Lanka was just seven years old when her 
dridhood came to an abrupt end. The little girl fell into the dutch- 
sofa pimp who ran a brothel lor tourists on one of the beaches 
tear the Island capital Colombo. Even when social services work- 
ffs tried to help her Nlluka was too frightened to give evidence 
against the vice racketeer and told police she was not being 
2^, when police questioned other child prostitutes in the area 
they also denied they were part of a prostitution racket. 

file children kept quiet for fear of reprisals by the people manip- 
dating them, said Maureen Scneviratne, chair person of non-gov- 
eracnental organization PEACE. She has just issued a harrowing col- 
lection of case studies on child prostitution in Sri Lanka. Niluka is 
one of more than an estimated 10,000 buys and girls abused every 
yearly sex tourists and pornographic filmmakers who have turned 
tbe island paradise into a hell for some innocent children. “It hurt 
every time and the pain never stopped” Gamini Fernando, a street 
boy ■trained" for sex by a foreigner, was quoted in the reports say- 
ing. Another youngster whose name was given as William took a 
job as a lift boy in a hotel but was quickly drawn into the sex busi- 
ness. 

Al the age of 1 4 he was hospitalized with syphilis. “Many of the 
driidren have contracted sexual diseases, including AIDS.” said 
Scneviratne. For Seneviratne “poverty is the main reason for the 
fate of these children. Most of them come from dysfunctional 
tomes". Either the child's mother works abroad or the father is a 
drink error else both parents are poor and cannot cope with look- 
ing after their off spring. This is when pimps move in, sometimes 
hiring their victims from relatives for paltry sums of money. In 
sonerases they pick up children oil the streets and lure them into 
tto trade. “The families need an alternative so that tilings can 
dunge" said Seneviratne. For many tourists Sri Lanka is a paradise. 


South of Colombo there are endless palm-fringed beaches and 
many visitors oversee the poverty lurking in the picturesque fish- 
ing villages. There are also no traces in this area of the brutal war 
in the north between tbe Tamil separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam(LTTE) and the Sri Lankan army. Yet the beauty of these loca- 
tions can be deceptive. Gangs involved child sex rent villas and 
convert them into brothels. According to Seneviratne, the sexual 
services of more than 600 children in SriLanka are currently on 
offer via the Internet. Experts say it is hard to mobilize public opin- 
ion against the outrage since articles drawing attention to what is 
going on can also attract pedophiles. Child abusers from abroad 
may hope to avoid punishment for their proclivities while 
indulging in them far from home but the chances of them being 
caught and punished are increasing. PEACE is increasingly lobbying 
the countries where sex tourists originate and more than 20 coun- 
tries, including Germany have laws to punish sexual offences even 
if the crime was not committed in their territory. "These laws are 
a blessing ” said Seneviratne. The law has existed in Germany since 
1993 and there have been a number of prosecutions. The 
pedophiles are also at risk from their own pimps who not only ped- 
dle sex but are happy to pass on to the authorities information on 
their clients. PEACE is at pains to point out that local child abusers 
still commit two-thirds of the crimes and rhat sexual exploitation 
of children is a problem of the local society too. . 

Local laws have been tightened but experts say measures su far 
are not sufficient and children continue to be haunted by the trau- 
matic experiences. “They need help in order to return to normal 
life and for that there are far too few therapy places in Sri Lanka,” 
said Seneviratne. 

Byjuorgcn Hein 


I SPECTER OF US-STYLE TALK SHOWS 
HAUNTS GERMAN TV WATCHDOGS 


MUNICH (DPA) — The specter 
of American style talk shows, 
>itli their no-holds-barrcd lan- 
W and studio scuffles, 
^ German media authori- 
and guardians of public 
morals, who fear corruption of 
fa nation’s children and 
Jwrng people. 

Prompted by "under-the- 
type or language, Lower 
strict state meclin 
^twrity NLM has opened five 
Proceedings against the 
commercial broadcaster RTL 
w alleged violations of 
7" an y’s "Jugendsdnitz" 
JJ™ 1 Protection statutes) in 
Col °8 , te channel’s after- 
*** talk shows. 

Porting to Munich daily 
?«h, Paper Sueddeutsche 
. . n ®’ NLM controllers were 
P rticulariy incensed by pre- 
Melser’s show, 
a ma | e chauvinist 
that “sexual 
Si* l! hobby”, 
iunik°'u Ver ' 3 Vul S arism to 
fonte/r^ “tam normally 
television airings, 
•far £* regulat “ r ' am ong 
iaJi"**- accl) ses RTL of 
women to “sexual 
nj " *hl.di "deliberate 
3“ ent rounds with . 
SJ^Minsuitsam- 

. . enTT *lty, disrespect 


and aggression". 

Moreover, NI.M accused the 
Cologne channel of being "well 
aware" of such program’s dam- 
aging influence on children and 
young people. NLM also 
reproached Melser and talk 
show presenter colleague 
naerbel Schaefer for inviting 
guests who had already gained 
a negative reputation in other 
TV appearances and of merely 
rcaictlng with amusement when 
the guests had a go at one 
another. 

The authority nlso raised 
similar abjections to other talk 
shows during RTL’s afternoon 
slots by presenters Birte 
Karulus and Ilona Christen. The. 
nd-dependent broadcaster, 
which is In a ratings battle with 
rival SAT 1 and public networks. 
ARD and ZDF, airs four, one- 
hour talk shows, one after the 
other on weekday afternoons. ' 

Not only do talk shows hire 
advertisers, but their produc- 
tion costs are Inexpensive com- 
pared to the soaring prices for u 
broadcasting rights of TV'- 
movies and series. ~ . 

RTL programmers ' have' 
apparently taken a page frpm* • 
the notorious "Jerry Springer 
Show” aired on Americans A?C"- 
national network, whosedlrtyj 
language; studio brawls. Snd,: 
other bizarre behavlon 


participants have given it top 
ratings especially among young 
people. 

And in the U.S. media cover- 
age of the Monica Lewinsky 
White House sex scandal with 
President Bill Clinton has bro- 
ken long standing TV taboos 
on use of language and open 
sexual discussions. 

If the court rules in favor of 
the NLM, the authority will be 
empowered to fine the channel 
up to 500,000 German marks 
(S277.000). Always alert to 
possible media violations, the 
NLM three years ago imposed a 
fine of 20 million marks on the 
channel for allegedly exceeding 
advertising limits. The affair Is 
still tied up in legal procedure 
after RTL appealed to the con- 
stitutional court. 

Media authorities last , year 
charged RTL and two other 
commercial channels, PRO 
Sleben and SAT:. 1, for dis- 
cussing explicit sex themes on 
air. allegedly watched by up to 
.750,000 , children home , from , 
'school, 

• The media watchdogs 
threatened to ban one of the 
' shows, Pro Sieben’s "Arabella'’ 
from its afternoon slot, which 
averaged a 20 percent viewer 
Imfltket share. .The offending 
b;oird casters,, promptly- ;moVed 
jo tprie dovYn thejr talk show 



programming and even cancel 
some shows considered 
provocative. Hie Association of 
private Broadcasters (VPRT) 
drew up a "Code of Conduct" 
to uphold show content stan- 
dards. 

Since then, the networks 
have implemented certain talk 
show improvements, enabling 
them to carry on business as 
usual. The current allegations, 
however, have called into ques- 
tion whether the VPRT reforms 
have been effective enough to 
satisfy the public morals 
watchdogs. 

The Lower Saxony authority 
says that many of the said 
reforms exist only on paper, 
noting that in Meiser’s show, 
"the battle of the sexes was not 
at all played down but even 
encouraged". The NLM is not 
only checking the RTL talk 
rounds for breach of regula- 
tions. but also to assess the 
effectiveness of the VPRT code. 

For Its part, RTL spokesman 
Richard Mahkorn told the 
Sueddeutsche Zeltung that the 
channel did not have a "guilty 
conscience",. As in questions of 
taste, “some see it one' way, 
others the btjier.” he said. RTL 
intended to * convince the. , 
media guardian^ that the talk 
shows in question were not all . 

• that bad ' v ' : • ■ • - ’ 


HOOFPRINTS IN 
THE SANDS 



Al-Zlih ntearis “a hofevfc 
|%epoitedJy. Alilrb was one 
qt thq J^a.8j;.wh|di Kha 














